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Before begin-
ning, I’d
like to thank

Sciences Po Paris
for having gener-
ously offered to
host this second
international con-
ference on
Literary
Journalism
Studies, and in
particular Pascal

Delisle, Director of the American Center here
in Paris, and his assistant Isabelle Patti, with-
out whom this conference would not have
been coordianted as smoothly as it has been.
I’d also like to thank the members of the orga-
nizing committee—David, Bill R, Susan, John
H, and especially Alice—for all of their hard-
work and tireless dedication in responding to
well over a hundred emails over the course of
several months. Finally, I’d like to thank all of
our speakers and moderators, who have trav-
elled from all over the world to be here today;
without you, IALJS would cease to exist.

I’d like to begin this conference by
reading you an email that was sent to me back
in June 2005:

I read with interest your CFP for the
conference in literary journalism next year. First,
let me compliment you on the undertaking. This is
long overdue, namely that the academy engage in a
critical examination of this material. But in read-
ing your CFP, I do have a couple of questions that
tie in with my own research. So, if I may:

1. That the conference is being held in
France suggests to me that there is some kind of
critical recognition on the Continent of literary
journalism. And it seems to me that it would arise
either because of awareness of the American experi-
ence, or, more likely, that there is a homegrown
variety there. In the last few years I've become
increasingly aware that the form has been practiced
elsewhere, whether it’s on the Continent, or in

Latin America, Russia or Australia. But the exam-
ples have been fleeting and few. Can you suggest
both Continental examples of and scholarship on the
form? This is one area in my research that I've been
exploring more recently, although not with great
success.

2. Perhaps more important at the moment
for me is your observation that newspapers have
been attempting more and more to publish this kind
of writing [. . .]. In making your observation, are
you referring to the American experience specifical-
ly (which is my focus), or are you referring to a
Continental experience? If the latter, could you sug-
gest, once again, any examples and scholarship on
the topic? If nothing else, what strikes me is the
serendipity of the observation.

Any assistance would be greatly appreci-
ated. Again, I'm glad to see you’re doing the confer-
ence and that it is international in focus. I only
wish the English and journalism academies in the
States would follow suit.

John C. Hartsock, 
27 June 2005

“Serendipity” indeed. For in May 2005, I had
sent out a call for papers to listservs around the
world announcing a conference devoted to the
centenary celebration of Upton Sinclair’s The
Jungle and to the literary journalistic tradition
that it helped promote in the United States. 

By the following September, however,
I had received propositions from only three
people. But what three people they were: John
Hartsock, Alice Trindade, and Viviane Serfaty.
Through their insistence that we not let the
conference die, we rewrote the CFP, extended
the deadline, and began contacting people
directly by phone, by email, and by fax. By
November of that year, our numbers were up
to ten or so; by January, we had the fourteen
speakers who would eventually come to
Nancy, France, and who would later form the
International Association of Literary Journalism
Studies. They came from Canada, Scotland,
Portugal, the United States, Australia, France,
and England. 

In the weeks following that first con-
ference, we had all been assigned our summer
homework to insure that the momentum estab-
lished in Nancy would not fall the way of
many a good intention. A listserv was quickly
in place, and the emails began flying from all

FUTURE SITES 
FOR ANNUAL
CONFERENCES
The following future IALJS convention
venues have been confirmed or are
under consideration. For more info,
please see <www.ialjs.org>.

22000088:: IALJS Annual Convention
at Universidade Técnica de Lisboa,
Lisbon, Portugal, 15-16 May 2008
(though an additional day, 17 May
2008, is under consideration).

22000099:: IALJS Annual Convention
at Northwestern University, Evanston,
Il, USA, 15-16 May 2009.

22001100:: IALJS Annual Convention
at Roehampton University, London,
UK, 14-15 May 2010.

22001111:: IALJS Annual Convention
at Ryerson University, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, 13-14 May 2011.

LET US KNOW YOUR
PANEL IDEAS!
It may seem ridiculously premature,
but, believe it or not, now is the time
to start thinking about the kinds of
programming you’d like to see at next
year’s IALJS annual convention in
Lisbon, Portugal. Any and all ideas
are certainly welcome. Please write
up your suggestions for proposed
panels and e-mail them to Program
Chair Susan Greenberg <s.green-
berg@roehampton.ac.uk>.
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Journalism Studies, said that he hasn’t yet
received an answer from Routledge. The
journal proposal was put together in the fall
of 2006 and submitted in January 2007 to
Routledge, which was the first choice of
IALJS because of its international orienta-
tion. He said Routledge appears to be con-
sidering how the journal may fit in with
other journals it publishes in related fields.

An amendment to the IALJS consti-
tution and by-laws changing the reference to
the group’s conference from biennial to
annual was unanimously approved.  

Newsletter editor Bill Reynolds said
that he hopes to produce a quarterly
newsletter. He invited members of the group
to feed him information about the latest
goings on in scholarly and creative activities.

He said he expected the newsletter would be
produced in an electronic format, and there
was no need for a print document. Other
suggestions for material to appear in the
newsletter included interesting books and
articles about literary journalism, examples
of good literary journalism, and important
bibliographical material. He promised to get
the issue out as soon as he can with a link to
the IALJS web site.

The group unanimously approved
the 2008 conference site as Lisbon, Portugal
and the 2009 conference site as Chicago,
Illinois, USA. The dates for the 2008 confer-
ence were unanimously agreed upon as May
15-16 (although it was left open that the date
might have to be changed to the following
weekend if logistical matters require it). The
conference site will be at Lisbon Technical
University.   ©

President John Bak
convened the meet-
ing and gave an

opening statement indi-
cating that most of the

goals he set out after the group’s first meet-
ing in Nancy, France (May, 2006) had been
accomplished. He said two conferences had
been organized with strong batches of
papers presented at both. The group is nego-
tiating with a good, strong publisher
(Routledge) for the publication of a peer-
reviewed journal. A treasury has been estab-
lished and funds are building up. Already
IALJS contains members from 13 countries
and a membership drive is underway. There
were 14 members of the group less than a
year ago; now there are 34. The organization
has been accepted as an affiliate of the
Association for Educators in Journalism and
Mass Communication (AEJMC) and is linked
to its web site. Elaine Wong, a student of Bill
Reynolds, has designed and mounted a web
site for the group, and a PDF version of the
two conferences will be available on the site,
including brief video clips of the presenters.
John Bak indicated he is presently serving as
web master (since no one else has volun-
teered). Links and text changes are easy to
make, he said, but design changes are more
difficult. 

There was considerable discussion
about how to expand membership and pro-
mote IALJS activities with other academic
organizations, including those in individual
countries as well as international scholarly
associations. John Bak invited all members to
promote the group with any scholarly or
professional organizations that they belong
to or come in contact with.

Treasurer Bill Reynolds said that he
expects the group will have about $2200 in
the bank after expenses are deducted from
the treasury for this year’s conference. 

Vice President David Abrahamson
said he has established IALJS as a not-for-
profit corporation in the state of Illinois for
banking, tax and other purposes. 

John Hartsock, editor of the pro-
posed new IALJS scholarly journal, Literary

STAYING IN TOUCH
For an association such as ours that is still
growing, facilitatiing communication
between all those interested in literary jour-
nalism is a paramount task. To the end,
below please find e-mail addresses of most
of the the attendees of our last two annual
conferences:
d-abrahamson@northwestern.edu (David Abrahamson)

ralexand@brocku.ca (Robert Alexander)

john.bak@univ-nancy2.fr (John Bak)

pbanting@ucalgary.ca (Pamela Banting)

christophe.chambost@wanadoo.fr (Christophe Chambost)

william.dow@wanadoo.fr (William Dow)

susie.eisenhuth@uts.edu.au (Susie Eisenhuth)

jgard@gwu.edu (Jeremy Gardner)

rutger.degraaf@let.uu.nl (Rutger de Graaf)

s.greenberg@roehampton.ac.uk (Susan Greenberg)

hartsockj@cortland.edu (John Hartsock)

n.a.hessell@massey.ac.nz (Nikki Hessell)

anna.jungstrand@littvet.su.se (Anna Jungstrand)

john.kenny@nuigalway.ie (John Kenny)

kostashm@yahoo.ca (Myrna Kostash)

jose.dekruif@let.uu.nl (Jose de Kruif)

maria.lassila-merisalo@jyu.fi (Maria Lassila-Merisalo)

dleach@finearts.uvic.ca (David Leach)

delphine.louis@gmail.com (Delphine Louis)

lvluven@finearts.uvic.ca (Lynne van Luven)

lyonsj@indiana.edu (J Michael Lyons)

mhmasse@bsu.edu (Mark Masse)

imeuret@ulb.ac.be (Isabelle Meuret)

j.m.mckay@stir.ac.uk (Jenny McKay)

muhlmann@canoe.ens.fr (Geraldine Muhlmann)

sarah.niblock@brunel.ac.uk (Sarah Niblock)

sfparrat@yahoo.es (Sonia Parrat)

reynolds@ryerson.ca (Bill Reynolds)

rhenisch@telus.net (Harold Rhenisch)

rubinson@humnet.ucla.edu (Greg Rubinson)

isantos@iscsp.utl.pt (Isabel Santos)

viviane.serfaty@univ-mlv.fr (Viviane Serafty)

shaben@telus.net (Carol Shaben)

sims@journ.umass.edu (Norman Sims)

ggandarat@netcabo.pt (Gabriela Terenas)

atrindade@iscsp.utl.pt (Alice Trindade)

dunder@u.washington.edu (Doug Underwood)

janice.williamson@ualberta.ca (Janice Williamson)
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The group
unanimously approved

Lisbon
as the site for the 2008

conference
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THE FUTURE OF LITERARY JOURNALISM
Keynote address calls for a conversation on the genre’s prospects.
By Norman Sims, Massachusetts-Amherst (USA)

Continued on Page 8

Thanks for
the kind
words of

introduction
from John
Hartsock, who
is one of the
finest scholars
of the form.
Thanks also for
inviting me
today. It’s a
thrill to be in a
room full of

people who are interested in the history and
qualities of international literary journalism.

My work has been concentrated on
the practices that American literary journal-
ists share. I’ve been interested in the history
of literary journalism from the start.

Today, rather than talking about
history, I want to talk about the future. Some
challenges to literary journalism are happen-
ing right now in the United States, and they
may shape its future. 

I must confess that my understand-
ing of international literary journalism is
weak. I invite you to consider my brief com-
ments this morning, and in a few minutes
I’ll ask you to add your thoughts on the
future of literary journalism in your coun-
tries. Let’s make this a conversation about
the future of international literary journal-
ism.

In 1935, Joseph North, who was editor of
New Masses in that era of the Great
Depression, understood how important

literary journalism was. He said literary
journalism—or what at the time he called
reportage—was three-dimensional reporting.
“The writer not only condenses reality,”
North said, “he helps the reader feel the fact.
The finest writers of reportage are artists in
the fullest sense of the term. They do their
editorializing through their imagery.” 

If North were around to look at the
state of the world today, I think he’d find lit-
erary journalism or reportage just as impor-
tant now as it was then. But I wonder how—
and where—it’s going to survive.

At no time in American history has
literary journalism been a primary or domi-
nant form of journalism. By the twenties,
standard objective journalism achieved dom-
inance in American journalism and pushed

aside the literary ambitions of writers. 
In the history of American literary

journalism, there have been several turning
points where a few select writers moved the
craft of literary journalism forward. These
moments included such times as 

• the rise of mass circulation urban
newspapers in the 1890s… 

• reporting on World War One…
• traveling expatriates in Europe

after the war…
• writing about the Great

Depression of the thirties, and so on. 
But at no time were those innovators

a majority among journalists. 
Compared to the meat-and-potatoes

dinner of standard objective journalism, liter-
ary journalism has always been nothing more
than the spices sprinkled on the food. 

I believe we are at another turning
point, at least in American literary journalism.
American writers face challenges. This may
also be an opportunity for international liter-
ary journalists to lead the way. 

There’s good news and bad news in
every category. 

The challenge today may be more
economic than literary.

Several newspapers have taken
“narrative” to heart, including The Oregonian
and St. Petersburg Times, and that’s good
news. Some have “narrative units” where
writers can be assigned for a while. The nar-
rative newsroom may be a way of insuring
that print journalism can survive the Internet
age—attracting readers with literature rather
than shopping coupons. 

This new attention at newspapers
testifies to the literary strength of the form.
John Hartsock just completed an article on
the subject for Prose Studies in August.

But unfortunately even when the
movement has real strength at newspapers,
literary journalism still faces the traditional
limits in the time a newspaper reporter can
spend on a story about ordinary life, the
space a newspaper can provide for that
report, and the money provided to support it.

Changes are happening at the magazines
that once provided an oasis for literary
journalism in a desert of objective

reporting. At The New Yorker, for instance, the
original editors Harold Ross and William

A number of
IALJS members
have wor  that
is either recent-
ly published or

in press. A modest celebration of their
accomplishments follows.
• SSoonnjjaa MMeerrlljjaakk ZZddoovvcc (Ljubljana,
Slovenia) had a journal article, ""TThhee UUssee
ooff NNoovveelliissttiicc TTeecchhnniiqquueess iinn SSlloovveennee
JJoouurrnnaalliissmm:: TThhee CCaassee ooff tthhee MMaaggaazziinnee
TToovvaarriiss,,"" published in Journalism
Studies (April 2007).
• JJoohhnn HHaarrttssoocckk (SUNY-Cortland, USA)
has an article, ""''IItt WWaass aa DDaarrkk aanndd
SSttoorrmmyy NNiigghhtt''::  NNeewwssppaappeerr RReeppoorrtteerrss
RReeddiissccoovveerr tthhee AArrtt ooff NNaarrrraattiivvee LLiitteerraarryy
JJoouurrnnaalliissmm aanndd TThheeiirr OOwwnn EEppiisstteemmoo--
llooggiiccaall HHeerriittaaggee,,”” appearing in Prose
Studies (August 2007).
• DDaavviidd AAbbrraahhaammssoonn (Northwestern,
USA) has an article, ““MMaaggaazziinnee
EExxcceeppttiioonnaalliissmm:: TThhee CCoonncceepptt,, tthhee
CCrriitteerriiaa,, tthhee CChhaalllleennggee,,”” which will
appear in Journalism Studies (August
2007).
• JJeennnnyy MMccKKaayy (Stirling, Scotland, UK)
has a chapter on Daniel Defoe in a new
book, TThhee JJoouurrnnaalliissttiicc IImmaaggiinnaattiioonn::
LLiitteerraarryy JJoouurrnnaalliissttss ffrroomm DDeeffooee ttoo
CCaappoottee ttoo CCaarrtteerr, edited by Richard
Keeble and Sharon Wheeler (Routledge,
September 2007), $33.95.
• NNoorrmmaann SSiimmss (Massachusetts-
Amherst, USA) has a new book entitled
TTrruuee SSttoorriieess:: AA CCeennttuurryy ooff LLiitteerraarryy
JJoouurrnnaalliissmm, which will appear in
November (Evanston, IL: Northwestern
University Press, 2007), $24.95.
• SSuussaann GGrreeeennbbeerrgg (Roehampton, UK)
has a journal article, ""TThheeoorryy aanndd
PPrraaccttiiccee iinn JJoouurrnnaalliissmm EEdduuccaattiioonn,,””
appearing in The Journal of Media
Practice (November 2007).

PLEASE JOIN OUR
MEMBER LISTSERV
To receive e-mail notices of association
matters, please subscribe to a our dedi-
cated listerv. To join, please send a one-
line message (with no subject) reading...
SSUUBBSSCCRRIIBBEE IIAALLJJSS YYoouurrFFiirrssttNNaammee
YYoouurrLLaassttNNaammee ...to the following
address: LLIISSTTSSEERRVV@@LLIISSTTSSEERRVV..IITT..
NNOORRTTHHWWEESSTTEERRNN..EEDDUU    In return you
will receive an automated e-mail indi-
cating that your subscription is in effect.

WORK BY
MEMBERS
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A number of
our colleagues
have particular
favorites  in
the canon of

literary journalism–books or articles
they find uniquely useful examples of
the craft. We asked a few for their
choices, and, for your reading pleasure
and possible classroom use, the results
follow:
• David Abrahamson (Northwestern,
USA) very much admires SSccootttt
AAnnddeerrssoonn’’ss ““PPrriissoonneerrss ooff WWaarr”” from the
January 1997 issue of Harper’s for its
powerful first-person exploration of war
correspondence, captured nicely by the
piece’s subtitle: “The lure of gunfire and
the enemy within.”
• John Bak (Nancy2, France) recom-
mends ""HHaannddccaarrvveedd CCooffffiinnss"" in TTrruummaann
CCaappoottee''ss MMuussiicc ffoorr CChhaammeelleeoonnss for its
literary craftsmanship, its noir style, and
its eventual contribution to In Cold
Blood.
• Susan Greenberg (Roehampton, UK)
nominates SSttaassiillaanndd by AAnnnnaa FFuunnddeerr,
which employs the first person without
descending into narcissism, and
demonstrates a fantastic sense of
place.
• John Hartsock (SUNY Courtland,
USA) suggests DDaanniieell BBeerrggnneerr''ss IInn tthhee
LLaanndd ooff MMaaggiicc SSoollddiieerrss, an account of
civil war in Sierra Leone that offers "a
seamless integration of the journalistic
with literary resonance in the tradition
of Chatwin and Didion that is not often
found in book-length works today.”
• Jenny McKay (Stirling, Scotland, UK)
recommends SSttuuaarrtt:: AA LLiiffee BBaacckkwwaarrddss
by AAlleexxaannddeerr MMaasstteerrss for “its presenta-
tion of the voice of its subject, a home-
less man, as well as the empathy, sub-
tlety and originality with which the
biography is narrated.”
• Bill Reynolds (Ryerson, Canada)
nominates WWiilllliiaamm LLaannggeewwiieesscchhee’’ss
““CCiittyy ooff FFeeaarr”” from the April 2007 issue
of Vanity Fair, as well as TThhee CCiittyy ooff
FFaalllliinngg AAnnggeellss by JJoohhnn BBeerreennddtt. In the
latter, Bill commends the author’s “use
of dialogue as a multi-weave narrative
device.”
• Norm Sims (Massachusetts-Amherst,
USA) suggests “TThhee LLoonngg FFaallll ooff OOnnee--
EElleevveenn HHeeaavvyy”” by MMiicchhaaeell PPaatteerrnniittii from
the July 2000 issue of Esquire, which
he terms “an archetypal narrative of
grief.”

corners of the globe. Not long afterwards,
we had had the new association’s name
and mission statement, blueprints for a
journal, an adopted constitution and set of
by laws, and an elected executive commit-
tee and journal editorial board; next came
web addresses for both entities and their
websites, non-profit tax-exempt status, a
bank account, a logo, a new call for papers,
a new website, and a new membership
drive which tripled the number of adher-
ents from what we had started with. And
we are one step closer to adding a new
publisher for Literary Journalism Studies,
IALJS’s academic journal. And all of that
in less than one year.

IALJS has experienced amazing
growth. We’ve added to our international
consortium colleagues from Spain,
Finland, Sweden, Slovenia, Belgium,
Holland, Ireland, New Zealand and China,
and we are not through yet. In all of the
emails I have received since the most
recent CFP was diffused last October, near-
ly everyone has asked: “Where has the
association been all this time?” It seems
that nearly every democratic nation is
experiencing a schizophrenic rift between
its traditional journalistic modes and those
that resemble what we collectively call “lit-
erary journalism”; and IALJS is poised to
offer a home to the global community
scholars who have for too many years felt
abandoned or isolated. Literary reportage,
narrative journalism, creative nonfiction,
the New Journalism, nuevo periodismo,
reportage literature, reportage littéraire, lit-
erary nonfiction and narrative nonfiction—
how ever you wish to call it in your own
country, the genre of writing that involves
immersion reporting, factual accounting,
and narrative voice has long been denied
its proper hermaneutic. And that is why
we are here this weekend, in a buzzing
Paris in full bloom: to discuss, to debate, to
explore, and ultimately to share our
knowledge and passion of an academic
discpline in the making. Whether we are
scholars from journalism departments,
communications departments, or literature
departments, we have found common
ground in the teaching and researching of
literary journalism and in the relaxed but
scholarly forum of voices that make up the
International Association for Literary
Journalism Studies.  We are, I truly believe,
on the cusp of something extraordinary
here, and all that we have accomplished in
one year stands as a testament to that fact,

as well as to the belief that IALJS and its
journal, Literary Journalism Studies, will
play a major role in bringing a genre with
so rich a history out of the academic closet
and onto the international stage. Perhaps
our most pressing concern this weekend
will be deciding where the 2008 conference
will take place?

We have gathered together this
weekend to hear 28 speakers from around
the world. As you are all well aware, that is
a lot of papers to listen to over the course of
two days. The organizing committee
weighed carefully the options of following
traditional conference procedures (that is,
parallel sessions of an hour and a half, with
speakers being alotted 45 minutes to present
their ideas and research, as we had done in
Nancy last year) with instituting a newer
model that shortens the time speakers have
but increases the visibility of papers many
of us would never have had the time to
attend. We opted for the latter for one rea-
son: as we form a unified group, it is to that
group’s advantage that we not split its loy-
alities among parallel sessions. As such, we
have established research paper slots of
twenty minutes to allow speakers ample
time to define the essential issues of their
research without needing to present data in
a formal argument. Even shorter are the
poster sessions: ten-minute presentations on
a common theme aimed at providing the
audience with topics for a larger debate.
Our desire is not to silence speakers with
the limited amount of time alloted to each
of them, but rather to facilitate dialogue and
foster exchange. IALJS should be seen as a
forum for that debate and discussion; its
journal, LJS, is the place where longer
essays can find the space to extend our
knowledge and awareness of the literary
journalistic issues only broached here. It is
our hope that, over the next two days, the
dialogue will not only challenge the funda-
mental ideologies upon which the associa-
tion founded its mission statement but also
solidify the friendship among those who
have returned to France this year with those
new adventurers among us who will, we
hope, be returning for IALJS 3. I assure you,
you did not travel hours or even days to
speak for just ten or twenty minutes; you
made that long journey to join and con-
tribute to the growing community of schol-
ars who believe strongly in the importance
of teaching and researching what we have
come to know as literary journalism.

With that, I officially open this con-
ference and invite our first speakers to the
table to begin initiating that dialogue.   ©

PRESIDENT’S LETTER Continued from Page 1

READING
LIST
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
LITERARY JOURNALISM STUDIES

CONSTITUTION and BYLAWS
(latest version, amended and adopted 19 May 2007)

CONSTITUTION

Preamble

In accordance with the scholarly, teaching and profes-
sional interests of its founding members, a new international
learned society dedicated to the study of Literary Journalism is
hereby created.

Article 1: Name and Purpose

Section 1. The name of the organization shall be the
International Association for Literary Journalism Studies.

Section 2. The purpose of the organization shall be the
improvement of scholarly research and education in Literary
Journalism. To this end, members of the Association shall
undertake the following objectives:

a. To foster scholarly research and inquiry in the field
of Literary Journalism and related areas. 

b. To enhance the subject matter of courses related to
Literary Journalism and encourage the effectiveness of teaching
at the undergraduate and graduate levels.

c. To promote a sense of public service, professional
responsibility and freedom among practitioners of Literary
Journalism and those in academe.

d. To stimulate close relationships between the
researchers and teachers of these subjects and professional orga-
nizations and individuals.

e. To encourage the adoption and practice of high stan-
dards for scholarship and teaching of these subjects, and an ade-
quate system of rewards and assurances for researchers and
teachers to support such standards.

f. To increase the understanding and awareness among
professional and academic personnel of the importance of
Literary Journalism.

g. To attract to the study of these subjects a growing
number of able students.

h. To plan a program to further the improvement of
and the practice and advancement of Literary Journalism.

Article 2: Membership

Section 1. Membership shall be by individuals and
by educational or professional organizations. Eligible indi-
viduals and organizations are those concerned principally
with higher-education teaching and/or research in those
areas listed in Article 1, Section 2, and those in professional
activities related to these subject areas.

Section 2. Membership classifications, qualifications,
dues and privileges shall be defined in the bylaws.

Article 3: Officers

Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be as
follows: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
The principal officer of the Association shall be designated as
its President and be chosen in the manner prescribed in the
bylaws. The President shall perform the duties assigned to
that position in the bylaws and such other duties as may
from time to time be determined by the Association member-
ship. 

Section 2. The secondary officer of the Association
shall be a Vice President, who shall perform the duties
requested by the President and shall serve as President
should the principal officer be absent from annual meeting
or otherwise unable to serve.

Section 3. The Secretary of the Association shall per-
form the duties assigned in the bylaws and any others
requested by the President.

Section 4. The Treasurer of the Association shall per-
form the duties assigned in the bylaws and any others
requested by the President.

Section 5. The officers, the Journal editor, the
Journal managing editor, the newsletter editor, the webmas-
ter, the elected member of the Nominating Committee, and
the research, program, and membership chairs shall consti-
tute the Executive Committee of the Association, which shall
be vested with the authority to govern the Association and to
direct its affairs. The President shall serve as chair of the
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall have
the power to fill vacancies pro tempore in its own member-
ship. The outgoing President shall serve as an ex-officio, non-
voting member of the Executive Committee for two years
from the end of his or her term as Association President. The
outgoing President shall not be counted in determining a
quorum or in polling the Executive Committee by phone or
e-mail. 

Continued on next page

ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS UPDATED
Amendments were approved in Paris to respond to desire by members for a convention every year.
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Section 3. A regular member is one whose dues are
paid in advance of the annual meeting.

Section 4. Only regular members are entitled to vot-
ing rights.

Article 2: Meetings

Section 1. The annual meeting of the Association shall
be held at a time and place specified by the Executive
Committee.

Section 2. Special meetings of the Association may be
called and held in connection with any plan or activity
designed to carry out the stated functions of the Association,
upon concurrence of a quorum of the Executive Committee.

Section 3. Decisions of the Association and its
Executive Committee shall be by majority vote of members
present and voting.

Section 4. At the discretion of the presiding officer,
either Erskine May's Parliamentary Procedure or Robert's Rules of
Order will be the manual for parliamentary procedure in meet-
ings of the Association.

Section 5. Each regular member of the Association
shall be entitled to one vote in elections, and to one vote on all
issues or proposals presented at an annual or special meeting
of the Association.

Section 6. The Executive Committee shall meet at
least once during the annual Conference and at such other
times as its membership shall determine. For purposes of con-
ducting business of the Association, the President may present
propositions to the Executive Committee and poll its member-
ship by e-mail or phone. Such balloting shall constitute perfor-
mance of the advisory function of the Executive Committee
between annual meetings.

Article 3: Nominations and Elections

Section 1. The current Vice President, who is the
incoming President of the Association, shall, with consultation
of a two-member Nominating Committee, present a list of
nominees to the Association President prior to the annual
meeting. One member of the Nominating Committee shall be
elected at the previous annual meeting and one shall be
appointed by the President.

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Nominating
Committee to invite nominations and develop a slate of nomi-
nees from the Association's regular membership prior to the
annual meeting, to present the slate at that meeting, inviting
further nominations from the floor, and then to conduct the
election of the officers and Executive Committee members.
Nominations to the position of Secretary may be made from
the floor of the annual meeting. Upon completion of the elec-
tion, the nominating committee chair shall inform members of

CONSTITUTION / BYLAWS Continued from previous page

Article 4: Dues

Section 1. The officers shall have the right to apprise
the need for operating funds, from time to time, and, upon rat-
ification of such proposal by a simple majority of the member-
ship voting at any annual meeting, to raise or lower annual
dues as a requirement for membership in the Association.

Article 5: Meetings 

Section 1. Meetings shall be held as prescribed in the
bylaws.

Article 6: Amendments

Section 1. This constitution and its bylaws may be
amended by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the mem-
bers participating in any meeting at which a proposed amend-
ment or amendments is or are presented for action by the
members.

Section 2. The President shall prepare and distribute
the text of the proposed amendment or amendments at least
two weeks before the meeting at which the amendment or
amendments is or are presented for consideration and action.

Article 7: Promulgation

Section 1. This constitution and its bylaws attached
shall become effective upon adoption by a two-thirds affirma-
tive vote of those members voting.

Article 8: Dissolution

Section 1. The organization may be dissolved by a
two-thirds vote of the membership present and voting at any
annual meeting.

BYLAWS

Article 1: Membership

Section 1. Classification of membership:  Regular
members, who shall be faculty, staff or student members of
institutions engaged in Literary Journalism education at the
college undergraduate or graduate level, or persons in related
professional activities who have an interest in Literary
Journalism teaching and/or research.

Section 2. Funds of the Association shall be deposited
with the Association Treasurer, who will provide the facilities
of his or her office for their accounting. Other funds will be
deposited in appropriate separate accounts.
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the name of the winning candidates.
Section 3. Elections shall be held every two years at the

annual meeting. Only members of the Association shall be enti-
tled to vote in the election.

Section 4. A candidate for office shall be deemed elected
if he or she receives more votes than those cast for any other con-
tender for the office.

Section 5. Upon successful completion of an elected term
of office as Vice President, the holder of that office shall automati-
cally succeed to, and possess all the rights and responsibilities of,
the office of President. His or her term as President will begin the
day immediately following his or her election.

Section 6. Upon successful completion of an elected term
of office as Secretary, the holder of that office shall automatically
succeed to, and possess all the rights and responsibilities of, the
Vice President. His or her term as Vice President will begin the
day immediately following his or her election. 

Article 4: Terms and Duties of Officers

Section 1. The President, Vice President and Secretary of
the Association shall serve for two years from the day after elec-
tion at the annual meeting until the election at the annual meeting
two years hence. They shall not be eligible to succeed themselves
in office, although they may be re-elected to the office after a peri-
od of two years. They shall be responsible for planning and carry-
ing out a program designed to accomplish the purposes of the
Association. The Association's Treasurer, Journal editor and man-
aging editor, newsletter editor, webmaster, the elected member of
the Nominating Committee, and research, program, and member-
ship chairs shall serve for two years from the day after election at
the annual meeting until the election at the annual meeting two
years hence. They shall be eligible to succeed themselves in office. 

Section 2. The President of the Association shall be the
Executive Officer of the Association and shall administer its
affairs, with the advice of the Executive Committee, including the
appointment of any necessary committees. The President shall
preside at all meetings of the Association and the Executive
Committee, when present. He or she shall also preserve order,
enforce the Constitution and perform all duties of a presiding
officer.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Vice President to
carry out whatever tasks may be assigned to him or her by the
President for the purpose of accomplishing the stated objectives
of the Association. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the
President, for any reason, the Vice President shall assume the title
and duties of that office until a new President is chosen at the
next regular election two meetings hence. The Vice President shall
preside, in the absence of the President, at meetings of the
Association and/or the Executive Committee. In the event the
Vice President is unable to complete the term of that office, or
succeed to the position of President, the Secretary shall assume

the title and duties of Vice President until the next annual
Association meeting. The President will then name a new
Secretary with the advice and consent of the Executive
Committee. In the event both the President and Vice
President are unable to complete their terms, any member
of the Executive Committee may convene a meeting of
that body and elect Association members to serve as
President and Vice President until the next annual meet-
ing.

Section 4. The Secretary shall take and keep the
minutes of the Association annual meeting, all Executive
Committee meetings and any other Association records,
as well as perform any other duties requested by the
Association President.

Section 5. The Treasurer shall manage the finan-
cial affairs and records of the Association, as well as per-
form any other duties requested by the Association
President.

Section 6. The Association's Executive Committee
shall consist of the Association's President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Journal editor and managing editor,
newsletter editor, webmaster, the elected member of the
Nominating Committee, and research, program, and
membership chairs, and the Association's outgoing
President as an ex-officio, non-voting member. Members
of the Executive Committee shall be elected at an annual
meeting to serve a term of two years, from the time of the
election at the annual meeting until the time of election at
the annual meeting two years hence. In the event any
member of the at-large membership of the Executive
Committee resigns or is unable to fulfill the functions of
the office, the Executive Committee shall fill the vacancy
until the next annual meeting at which time an
Association member shall be elected to serve the unex-
pired term.

Section 7. A quorum at a meeting at which all
members of the Executive Committee have been invited
to attend in person shall be five. For the purposes of con-
ducting the Association's business, the President may pre-
sent propositions to the Executive Committee and poll all
its members by e-mail or phone. Such balloting shall con-
stitute performance of the advisory function of the
Executive Committee between annual meetings.

Section 8. Any member of the Executive
Committee who does not attend the Association conven-
tion may be removed from office upon a recommendation
by the Association President and a majority vote of the
members attending the annual meeting. Once a position is
declared vacant, the members will elect another
Association member to fill that unexpired term.   ©
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NORMAN SIMS Continued from Page 3

Shawn had an artistic vision for fact-
writing. Their magazine was a cathedral
built around literary journalism. The
staff included literary journalists such as
Janet Flanner, Joseph Mitchell, A. J.
Liebling, Lillian Ross, John McPhee,
Calvin Trillin, and more recently Mark
Singer, Ian Frazier, and Susan Orlean. 

Today, some of those old-school
writers are still there—Singer and
Orlean, even McPhee, Ross, and Trillin
sometimes—although only rarely does
their work today rise to the level of liter-
ary journalism. 

The hot new staff writers at The
New Yorker are closer to essayists, such as
Malcolm Gladwell. [The Tipping Point,
Blink]. The writers with the narrative
portfolio, such as Katherine Boo or
Larissa MacFarquhar, may only treat nar-
rative as a technique to make social poli-
cy points. They will use narrative struc-
tures, but generally only as an example
in a policy discussion. 

They use the term “reported
essay” for something that marries narra-
tive and analysis. Katherine Boo’s recent
portrait of ordinary people from
Louisiana, for instance, was really
focused on the Topic A subject of New
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 

New Yorker staff writers tell me
that genuine portraits of ordinary people
can’t get much traction at The New Yorker
or The Atlantic today. The younger writ-
ers at the cathedral of The New Yorker—
meaning those under 40—are more com-
fortable on the intellectual side, more
comfortable editorializing. Those over 50
tend to be more purely literary. 

The powerhouse magazines for
literary journalism—The New Yorker,
Esquire, even Outside magazine—have
gone through cycles as their editors
changed. Right now, the world of literary
journalism at American magazines seems
fragmented. Writers move, as Michael
Paterniti did, from Outside to Esquire to
GQ (which stands for Gentlemen’s
Quarterly, a men’s fashion magazine),
following migrating editors (Peter
Griffin). 

Right now, I don’t see the
equivalent of a cathedral for literary
journalism such as The New Yorker maga-
zine once was.

The upward way for literary journal-
ists has always been to write books.
That’s still true, but it has changed.

Books were once fertile ground where lit-
erary journalists with some experience
could get a $300,000 advance (about
222,000 Euros), as Joe Nocera did, and

work for three or four years on a project. 
But now book advances have

fallen to the point—more like $40,000 for
an experienced writer—where they no
longer support a two- or three-year pro-
ject. Thus, the financial risk of a literary
journalism book has shifted from the
publishers to the writers, especially for
younger writers.

It may be easier now to publish
a book of literary journalism than a com-
mercial magazine article, if you’re willing
to bear the burden of financial risk.

Somehow, literary journalists
have always found a way to publish their
work. 

Everyone involved in journalism
has an eye on the Internet as a transfor-
mative medium. The Web is cheap and
marginal, as magazines like Rolling Stone
and New York were in the sixties. 

It may come to pass that we fig-
ure out how to read long pieces of liter-
ary journalism on the computer screen.
Right now, we won’t. People typically
won’t read anything longer than three
screens, and it really should be only one
screen in length. But in the future we
might. 

Even if that happens, the larger
challenge will be finding an economic
model for literary journalism on the
Internet. It’s the age-old problem of get-
ting published and earning a living:

Information on the Web wants to be free. 
But writers want to be paid.

We only need a little spice to
make the meal tasty. But the
conditions have to be right for

literary journalism to survive. Right now,
I fear that some conditions are failing—
particularly book advances, and the relia-
bility of magazines as a platform for liter-
ary journalism.

There is also good news. 
The younger writers who think

of narrative techniques as old-school
tools may find themselves experimenting
with voice. A flat narrative voice doesn’t
work well with ordinary subjects. The
technical problems of voice and tone are
constant. Never-ending opportunities
exist for creative growth. Having mas-
tered the reporting tools, young writers
may again consider the literary side of
their craft. History is on our side.

When we look back at the
American journalism of the past century
or more—journalism that remains infor-
mative and viable—we discover that the
leading texts are literary journalism. 

We find: 

• Jack London writing about
poverty, tramping, and Alaska. 

• John Reed writing about wars
in Mexico and Eastern Europe, and revo-
lution in Russia. 

• Ernest Hemingway, Reed, and
John Dos Passos writing from Europe
about World War I and its aftermath. 

• James Agee, Edmund Wilson,
Martha Gellhorn, and George Orwell writ-
ing about the Great Depression and war in
Europe. 

• John Hersey on Hiroshima. 
• Joseph Mitchell, A. J. Liebling,

and Lillian Ross creating cultural portraits
in The New Yorker. 

• Tom Wolfe, Gay Talese, Truman
Capote, Hunter Thompson, Michael Herr,
and Joan Didion writing experimental
narratives during the turbulent 1960s.

• Tracy Kidder, Susan Orlean,
John McPhee, Jane Kramer, Ted Conover,
Michael Paterniti, Doug Whynott, Adrian
Nicole LeBlanc, and many others who
have created portraits of everyday life and
of cultural communities in recent years. 
For me, saying these names is like reading
the menu in a restaurant. I can taste the
flavors; I can hear their voices in my head.

At the end of the last century, a
New York University journalism depart-
ment project—headed by historian Mitch
Stephens—constructed a list of the one
hundred best works of twentieth-century
American journalism.

On that list of 100 texts, at least
41 were works of literary journalism. 

All the forms of journalism—
including Muckraking, objective journal-
ism, and investigative reporting—were
represented and helped to create a jour-
nalistic portrait of the past hundred years. 

But this time literary journalism
dominated. 

Looking back at the twentieth
century as a whole, literary journalism
was the main course rather than just the
spice. 

Looked at historically, literary journal-
ism has provided the intimacy, sub-
tlety, and artistry we need to under-

stand the times we live in. 
Literary journalism will always

be there, I hope, despite the challenges it
faces. I’m not sure where it will be.

I’ve outlined a few challenges
from an American perspective. But
enough of what I think. I’m wondering if
now you might join the conversation by
sharing your thoughts on the challenges
to literary journalism that you see? And
perhaps you see emerging strengths as
well.   ©
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One of the
best ways I
have found

to teach the work of
the writers who

depend on Tom Wolfe’s four horsemen
of the literary journalism apocalypse (or
so the manifesto seemed to imply, some
thirty-five years ago), that is, scenes,
details, dialogue, and point-of-view, is
to “go long and go deep.” That is, apply
the principles of writing employed by
literary journalists to the teaching of
their work: interview authors, often
more than once, go over in detail the
steps taken to create the work, and
engage in a discussion of strengths and
weaknesses, likes and dislikes, do’s and
don’ts, methods, personal ticks, etc. —
all of which can enrich students’ under-
standing of the piece itself.

This is an elementary proposi-
tion, to be sure, but one that has yielded
success and at least four observations.
First, students learn more about the
work when their curiosity is satiated.
The writers we teach seem superhuman
to them, and they wonder how they can
ever possibly live up to these heroic
standards. When I casually mention tid-
bits such as John Vaillant not settling on
a writing career until his mid-thirties; or
William Langewiesche struggling for
years, mostly in vain, before landing a
staff writing position at The Atlantic
Monthly; or Jon Krakauer disciplining
himself to write a professional query let-
ter every day, hoping to break into an
intensely competitive marketplace —
they begin to realize the level of serious-
ness required to do literary journalism
well. 

Second, students are motivated
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to delve deeper into the text when an
instructor can provide examples of ethical
struggles or eureka moments the author
might have experienced during the
researching of the story. Almost always, if
you engage a writer on his or her turf,
there will be something in the writer’s
experience that had a deep affect, one that
crystallized their approach to researching,
interviewing and writing. If the instructor
can build a telling scene from that writer’s

life, something that created an indelible
impression on the writer at that time, stu-
dents tend to understand better the point
of the book, or at least what is at stake for
the writer.

Third, when students read liter-
ary journalism, they’re usually in the
process of absorbing a writer’s unique
voice. What I have found to work espe-
cially well is to present back to students
excellent quips, snippets and comments
writers might make over the course of an
interview. Whether about the act of writ-
ing itself, or about an aspect of how the
story was created, great quotations direct-
ly from the source go a long way to keep-
ing students engaged in the process. If I
directly quote the writer as saying, “I just
dynamited it,” referring to a writer’s deep
structural edit of his own work, this adds

a colourful dimension to the creator of the
text for students.

Finally, students became more
engaged in the text when glimpsing the
inside story of the writer’s point of view.
They are attracted to writers who have
strong opinions about journalistic meth-
ods, and definite ideas about what works
and what does not. Especially when it is a
controversial subject. For example, a few
years ago Toronto journalist Ian Brown
came into my Advanced Magazine
Writing classroom and delivered his
entertaining, provocative lecture on inspi-
ration. He looked at the large television
set hinged to the wall near the window.
He looked at the black iron grillwork
hanging from the ceiling. He said you
must write what you see. But look, you’re
at a school of journalism and already
you’re caged in and mediated. There is a
cage above you and a television between
you and the street. That’s the way it
always is. But you must write down
exactly what you see — not what your
editor tells you to see, not what you think
you’re supposed to see, not what the pub-
lic relations person tells you to see, not
what your fellow writers say they see, but
just exactly what you yourself see. Try it,
and you will begin to understand how
difficult — but also how liberating — lit-
erary journalism can be.

Inspired, enthusiastic guest
speakers who are enthralled with the
craft, plus informed commentary of per-
sonal historical background, plus the
telling quotes about how the writer got
the story — all of these factors have
enhanced the learning experience for stu-
dents and made the job of communicating
literary journalistic excellence that much
easier.   ©
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UNRAVELING AN AUTHOR’S SECRETS
Teaching literary journalism via something akin to the self-referential interview.
By Bill Reynolds, Ryerson (Canada)

When students
read literary journalism,

they are often
absorbing the author’s

unique voice
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