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As you
will no
doubt

notice from a
quick look at
much of the rest
of this issue of
our newsletter,
our association's
fourth annual
convention
has—through
the wonderful
efforts of Isabel
Soares, the chair
of our Research
Committee, and

Program Committee chair Norm Sims—
shaped up very nicely. There is an eclectic
mix of research paper sessions, work-in-
progress presentations and invited panels,
all of which address the conference’s title,
“Literary Journalism: Past, Present and
Future.” For a complete version of the 2009
conference program begins on Page 6.

One highlight of the meeting will
certainly be our keynote speaker, Richard
Keeble of the University of Lincoln in the
United Kingdom. A professor of Journalism,
he co-edited an excellent scholarly antholo-
gy, The Journalistic Imagination: Literary
Journalists from Defoe to Capote to Carter
(Routledge, 2007). In addition, Richard coor-
dinates the International Human Rights for
Journalists unit at his university, is a director
of the Institute of Communication Ethics and
co-edits their quarterly scholarly journal,
Ethical Space. We are very pleased that he has
consented to keynote our meeting.

Moreover, we are delighted that my
school, Northwestern University’s Medill

School of Journalism in Evanston,
Illinois, will be hosting the 14-16 May
2009 meeting. 

For those who might be inter-
ested, on Page 2 we have immodestly
included a bit of information on my
school, as well as some history of the
institution since its founding in 1921 (the
university itself was established 70 years
earlier in 1851). In addition, you will
find a brief article on Page 4 on the his-
tory of the conference hotel. First opened
in 1923, the Hotel Orrington <www.
hotelorrington.com> will serve as the
site of the conference’s Scholars
Breakfast and the Conference Banquet,
both on Friday, 15 May 2009. 

We have also arranged for a
discounted room rate at the hotel for
those who choose to stay there during

the conference; more information on this,
as well as contact information, is includ-
ed on the conference’s registration form
on Page 5.

To other matters, there is some
truly thrilling news to report: Editor-in-
chief John Hartsock and his staff are
completing work on Volume One,
Number One of our association’s schol-
arly journal, Literary Journalism Studies.
In keeping with the wishes of our mem-
bership definitively expressed in a sur-
vey conducted last summer, the journal
will be produced both as a print edition
and a web version. Having been granted
an advance look at the editorial line-up

REGISTRATION INFO
FOR 2009 MEETING 
The registration form needed to join us
at our annual conference in May can be
found on Page 5 inside. If, even in these
uncertain economic times, your circum-
stances permit, fill out the form and send
it to our treasurer, Bill Reynolds. If you
prefer, you can also register via our web
site <www.ialjs.org> using our PayPal
account. It would be wonderful if you
could join us this coming May.

FUTURE SITES
FOR ANNUAL
CONFERENCES
The following future IALJS convention
venues have been confirmed or are
under consideration. For more info,
please see <www.ialjs.org>.

22001100:: IALJS Annual Convention at
Roehampton University, London, UK, 20-
22 May 2010.

22001111:: IALJS Annual Convention at
Ryerson University, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, 12-14 May 2011.

22001122:: IALJS Annual Convention,
venue tba, 17-19 May 2012.

22001133:: IALJS Annual Convention,
venue tba, 9-11 May 2013.
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PRESIDENT’S
LETTER

HOPE TO SEE YOU IN
EVANSTON THIS SPRING
It’s a true honor to host IALJS-4, 
our 2009 annual conference.
By David Abrahamson, Northwestern (U.S.A.)

WWW.IALJS.ORG Continued on Page 11

The deadline for the discounted
“early-bird” conference

registration is 31 March. Please see
Page 5 for info

on the conference hotel as well.

        



Full, bright
green ivy
creeps up

the walls of Fisk
Hall in the
spring and sum-

mer seasons, almost completely covering
the dark reddish brown bricks. In the fall
it turns beautiful shades of gold and then
later orange and red, matching the build-
ing it clings to. And in the winter, the
vines stay steadfastly to the walls—hold-
ing on despite their nakedness.

There’s something about the ivy,
something about the way it seems to hold
together the foundation of Fisk. It tran-
scends the decades, representing the time-
less fundamentals that have come both to
define and to spur forward the Medill
School of Journalism.

Today, the school boasts three
world class degree programs:
Undergraduate Journalism, Graduate
Journalism, and Integrated Marketing
Communications (IMC). The three con-
centrations have been meticulously inte-
grated by the school’s current dean, John
Lavine. The result is Medill 2020, an over-
arching revamp of the j-school’s past cur-
ricula that intends to “recognize the shift-
ing relationship between and among indi-
viduals, media, companies and society—
and the sweeping changes that confront
every journalism and marketing commu-
nications organization,” according to
Lavine.

Medill has consistently ranked in
the top three of U.S. journalism schools in
the country, depending on rankings from
U.S. News & World Report and the Gorman
Report. There are about 660 undergradu-
ate journalism students in the school, and
48 full-time faculty. Almost 123 newspa-

OUR VENUE FOR IALJS-4
Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism.
By Christiana Schmitz, Northwestern (U.S.A.)

WELCOME
TO FISK HALL
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pers, broadcast sta-
tions, and online
enterprises partici-
pate in Medill’s
Journalism
Residency (JR) pro-
gram, a full-time,
for-credit, three-
month internship
opportunity required
of each undergradu-
ate student.

Graduate
journalism students
get the same kind of
in-the-field experi-
ence. In their second
and third quarters at
Medill, they work in a Medill newsroom
in downtown Chicago creating print,
Web, and broadcast stories for Medill
Reports Chicago and Medill client publi-
cations. During their fourth term, stu-
dents have the opportunity to report and

take classes even further into the field:
from Medill’s Washington, D.C. news-
room.  

Similarly, Medill’s IMC program
offers a residency opportunity of its own.
For 12 years, IMC students have had the
opportunity to work during summer resi-
dencies around the world with compa-
nies like AOL, Dow Chemical, Google,
FedEx and Motorola. In addition to these
residency opportunities, students benefit
from the clout gathered by the first inte-
grated marketing communications pro-
gram to be established in the United
States. Talented professors, a diverse stu-
dent body, and the employment demand

of corporations around the world create
a premier marketing and communica-
tions program at Medill.

But Northwestern University,
founded in 1851, has not always includ-
ed a journalism school. Eddie Doherty, a
well known reporter in the 1920s, ‘30s,
and ‘40s, first conceived the idea of a
journalism school on the university’s
campus in 1920 while working at the
Chicago Tribune.

In 1921, Northwestern became
the country’s 29th college or university
to offer a professional program in jour-
nalism. The college was named the
Joseph Medill School of Journalism after
the former Chicago Tribune editor and city
celebrity Medill. The Tribune contributed
$12,500 each year for the initial five years
of Medill’s operation—more than half of
the school’s budget in its first year. In the
beginning, Medill classes were offered
mostly on nights and weekends so that
reporters from Chicago would be able to
make the trek. Only undergraduate
juniors and seniors at Northwestern
were allowed into the school, and upon
completion of two years’ worth of credits

Literary Journalism
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Editors: Bill Reynolds and David Abrahamson
ISSN 1941-1030 (print)
ISSN 1941-1049 (online)
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for Literary Journalism Studies. All rights reserved.

FISK HALL, THE HOME OF THE MEDILL SCHOOL.
IS ONE OF A NUMBER OF NORTHWESTERN BUILDINGS

DESIGNED BY ARCHITECT DANIEL BURNHAM.

The school
was named after Joseph

Medill, the
former Tribune editor and 

Chicago celebrity

Continued on next page
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they were awarded a degree in journalism.
As World War II came to a close and troops
and students returned to the states, Medill
grew in tandem with the rest of the coun-
try. The school’s academic departments at
that time were advertising, magazine,
news, radio, graphic arts, fiction and
Chicago evening division.

By 1954 Medill had moved to Fisk
Hall, a promotion of sorts inspired largely
by an American Council on Education for
Journalism report that the school’s facilities
had been deficient. Medill shared its new
space with home economics classes, the
botany department and an attached green-
house until 1959, when the building was
remodeled exclusively for the journalism
school. Kenneth Olson, the school’s dean at
the time, reported that Medill’s 450 stu-
dents and growing faculty now had room
“to swing our elbows.”

That same year saw the begin-
nings of Medill’s Integrated Marketing
Communications program. Previously,
both the undergraduate journalism
school and Northwestern’s business
school had offered courses in marketing
and advertising. But in 1959 all market-
ing and advertising courses were taken
over by Medill, and the advertising
department there flourished. By 1976,
undergraduate advertising degrees were
eliminated, and the only offered advertis-
ing avenue became a Masters of Science
in Advertising degree.

Medill also saw a brief attempt
at a doctoral program, launched in
September 1955. The feat produced 18
Ph.D.s and the beginnings of some inter-
esting research, but it was judged to be
too expensive to sustain. By 1965, the
program had all but disintegrated into an
independent study initiative.

Its graduate journalism program
flourished, however, and with the cur-
riculum changes of the late 1950s and
‘60s, the program was fleshed out and
solidified. In 1966 the Medill News
Service set up shop in Washington, DC,
another opportunity for graduate stu-
dents. 

A similar program for under-
graduate students was begun in 1972.
Originally called “Teaching Newspaper,”
or TN, the optional program sent journal-
ism students out to professional publica-
tions as full-time interns for one quarter.
In return, the students received class
credit. 

Today, the program has been

IIAALLJJSS-- 44 CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE SSUUMMMMAARRYY

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, 1133 MMaayy 22000099

Session 0 16.00 – 18.00  Executive Committee Meeting

TThhuurrssddaayy,, 1144 MMaayy 22000099

Sign in       8.00 –   9.00  Pick up conference materials
Session 1 9.00 –   9.15  Welcome and Introduction
Session 2 9.15 – 10.15  Work-in-Progress Session I 
Session 3 10.30 – 11.30  Research Paper Session I
Session 4 11.45 – 12.30  Keynote Speech 
Lunch 12.30 – 13.45
Session 5 13.45 – 14.00  Status Report: Literary Journalism Studies
Session 6 14.15 – 15.15  Work-in-Progress Session II
Session 7 15.30 – 16.30  Panel I
Session 8 16.45 – 17.45  Work-in-Progress Session III
Session 9 18.00 – 19.00  Literary Journal Studies Staff Meeting

FFrriiddaayy,, 1155 MMaayy 22000099

Breakfast 7.30 –   8.30  Scholars’ Breakfast (per reservation)
Session 10   9.00 – 10.00  Panel II 
Session 11 10.15 – 11.15  Work-in-Progress Session iV
Session 11 11.30 – 12.30  Research Paper Session II
Lunch 12.30 – 14.15
Session 13 14.15 – 15.15   Work-in-Progress Session V
Session 14  15.30 – 16.30  President’s Address & Annual Business Mtg
Reception 16.45 – 18.00  Conference Reception
Dinner 19.00 – 21.00  Conference Banquet (per reservation)

SSaattuurrddaayy,, 1166 MMaayy 22000099

Session 15   9.00 – 10.00  Panel III
Session 16 10.15 – 11.15  Work-in-Progress Session VI
Session 17 11.30 – 12.30  Closing Convocation
Lunch 12.30 – 13.30
Tour 13.30 – 18.15  Chicago Tour

13.30       Depart Evanston by bus
15.00       Architecture of Chicago by River Boat Tour
16.45       Hancock Tower Observatory Tour
17.30       Bus departs for return to Evanston

A number of our
colleagues in the
discipline have
particular favorites
in the broad

canon of literary journalism—examples
that they have found to have special
meaning both in and out of the classroom.
Their nominees below are the books
and/or articles they find uniquely useful
paragons of the craft.
• Judith Munat (Pisa, Italy) nominates TThhee
RReevvoolltt ooff tthhee CCoocckkrrooaacchh PPeeooppllee by OOssccaarr
ZZeettaa AAccoossttaa (1972, 1989 reprint), “a rousing
first person account of the militant Chicano
movement in California, told by the gonzo
lawyer who upheld the cause, both in the
courtrooms and behind the barricades.” Also
LLeesslleeyy HHaazzeellttoonn’’ss JJeerruussaalleemm,, JJeerruussaalleemm:: AA
MMeemmooiirr ooff WWaarr aanndd PPeeaaccee,, PPaassssiioonn aanndd
PPoolliittiiccss (1986), which is “a journalist’s first-
hand account of the events in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict from 1966 to 1984, told
in the sometimes lyrical, and always suf-
fered, voice of a person who felt herself inti-
mately a part of the drama unfolding before
her."
• Illiana Pavlova (Veliko Turnovo, Bulgaria)
suggests GGeeoorrggii MMaarrkkoovv''ss IInn AAbbsseennttiiaa
RReeppoorrttss (1990). “It's brilliant journalism
which had an enormous political effect. A
dissident who wasn't allowed to publish in
Bulgaria during the Communist regime,
Markov was killed in 1978 because of his
writings.”
• Kate McQueen (Stanford, U.S.A.) recom-
mends the reportage of EErrwwiinn EEggoonn KKiisscchh,
who greatly influenced the development of
German-language literary journalism. A
translated selection of his oeuvre can be
found in the bio-anthology EErrwwiinn EEggoonn KKiisscchh,,
TThhee RRaaggiinngg RReeppoorrtteerr by Harold Segel (1997).
Of particular interest is Kisch's coverage of
the Prague underworld in the 1910s, in
which “the blend of the author’s distinctive
humor, commitment to justice and interest in
criminality provide an engaging example of
critically engaged, first-person narrative jour-
nalism.”
• Sandra Symons (Sydney, Australia) sug-
gests ““CClluubbllaanndd”” by KKaattee LLeeggggee from The
Weekend Australian Magazine (5 July 2008)
for “a rivetting reconstruction of the murder
of lawyer Brendan Kellar who went to the aid
of a woman being brutally attacked in a

Melbourne street last year.” ©

READING
LIST

OUR VENUE Continued from previous page

Continued on Page 11
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Clean lines
and mod-
ern décor

welcome guests
and visitors to the

Hotel Orrington. Chandeliers, velvet furni-
ture, mosaic details and AAA’s Four
Diamond ranking add to the hotel’s image
as “the best luxury hotel on Chicago’s
North Shore,” according to its Web site.

It has been a long journey for the
85-year-old hotel. The vision of Victor C.
Carlson, the man responsible for the city’s
first skyscraper, the Hotel Orrington took
eight months to build and opened
September 24, 1923. Carlson wanted it to be
a “grand residential hotel,” giving guests
the comfort and privacy of an elegant home
while also providing them all the amenities
of a full-service hotel. Palm trees, a fountain
and oriental rugs adorned the front lobby,
built six feet above street level. A marble
staircase led down to ground level, which
housed eleven retail stores. With 300 rooms
made for both temporary and permanent
guests, the Georgian-style hotel called itself
“Evanston’s largest and finest,” and adopt-
ed the slogan “a happier mode of living.”

The Hotel Orrington did not rest
on its laurels. Carlson added an addition to
the building in 1924, just one year after its
grand opening. This foreshadowed several
renovations to the building, the most recent
taking place in 2004. The $35 million con-
struction changed everything about the
hotel, leaving 269 guest rooms and a new
layout for the ground floor.  It is
now home to the Indigo Bar and
Lounge and the Globe Café, com-
peting with Blu Sushi Lounge right
next door.

If you prefer to leave the
1710 Orrington Avenue address for
food, there are many choices. Flat
Top Grill is located on the corner
of Church and Orrington, and
Sashimi Sashimi is just east on
Church Street, on the way to
Chicago Avenue. Unicorn Café is
also popular with Northwestern

University students and staff; the coffee shop
is located one block west of the hotel at 1723
Sherman Avenue. 

Not only are there a variety of deli-
cious eateries in Evanston, but the city also
prides itself on its unique shopping districts.
Near the hotel at Church Street and Sherman
Avenue, you will find many clothing stores,
including a Gap, a Levi’s and a branch of
Chicago’s own trendsetting store, Untitled.
The perfect place to look for Northwestern
University souvenirs, Beck’s Bookstore, is
less than a block away, close to the intersec-
tion of Orrington Avenue and Clark Street.

The Northwestern campus is also
just a minute away. To get there by foot, just
turn north out the hotel’s front door, walk up
Orrington Avenue across Clark Street, and
up the stairs past the clock tower to get to
University Place. Turn right, or east, until
you reach Sheridan Road and see the symbol
of Northwestern University—the Arch.
Continuing east along Sheridan Road will
get you to Fisk Hall on the north side of the
street, but taking the scenic route under the
Arch, past the Rock (another, very colorful,
campus landmark) is an alternate choice.
This walk leads past University Hall, the old-
est building on campus.

Not only is the Hotel Orrington an
elegant setting for any conference, but its
surrounding area provides more than
enough to keep visitors entertained.    ©

THE MASSIVELY COLONNADED
FORMAL ENTRANCE IS

A SIGNATURE OF THE HOTEL.

EVANSTON’S HOTEL ORRINGTON
The site of our Scholar’s Breakfast and the conference banquet.
By Amanda NeMoyer, Northwestern (U.S.A.)

CONFERENCE 
HOTEL

MEDIA MEETING IN
ATHENS IN MAY 2009
The Mass Media and Communication
Research Unit of the Athens Institute for
Education and Research has announced its
7th Annual International Conference on
Communication and Mass Media will meet
18-21 May 2009 in Athens, Greece. The
aim of the conference is to bring together
scholars and students of communications,
mass media and other related disciplines.
For programs of previous conferences and
other information, please visit the confer-
ence website <http://www.atiner.gr/docs/
media.htm> or e-mail Gregory Papanikos at
<gtp@atiner.gr>.

JUNE 2009 HUMANITIES
CONFERENCE IN CHINA
The Seventh International Conference on
New Directions in the Humanities in Beijing,
China will be held 2-5 June 2009. The con-
ference and its companion journal, New
Directions in the Humanities, will provide a
space for dialogue and for the publication of
new knowledge which builds on the past
traditions of the humanities whilst setting a
renewed agenda for their future. As well as
an impressive line-up of international speak-
ers, the conference will also include numer-
ous papers, workshops and colloquia by
practitioners, teachers and researchers. Full
details of the conference can be found at
the conference website <http://www.
humanitiesconference.com>.

ARTS IN SOCIETY 
MEETING SCHEDULED
FOR JULY 2009 IN VENICE 
The Fourth International Conference on the
Arts in Society will meet 28-31 July 2009 in
Venice, Italy. The meeting, which will coin-
cide with the Venice Biennale, will provide
an intellectual platform for the arts and art
practices, and enable an interdisciplinary
conversation on the role of the arts in soci-
ety. They are intended as a place for exami-
nation of ideas that connect the arts to their
contexts in the world—in studios and class-
rooms, in galleries and museums, on stage,
on the streets and in communities. For more
information, please see <http://www.arts-
conference.com> or e-mail Tressa Berman
at <tressa.berman@arts-conference.com>.
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2009 IALJS CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
14-16 May 2009

Northwestern University, Medill School of Journalism, Evanston, Illinois  U.S.A.

1.a. PRE-REGISTRATION FEES (MUST BE POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE 31 MARCH 2009)
Please indicate 
the applicable 
amounts:

Current IALJS Member – $110 / 75 Euros (rate for those already having paid their 2009 dues)
Current IALJS Member retired – $90 / 60 E (rate for those already having paid their 2009 dues)

Student with research paper on program – free
Student without paper on program – $55 / 35 E (Includes a one-year IALJS membership)
Non-IALJS member – $160 / 105 E (Includes a one-year IALJS membership)

Spouse/Partner – $40 / 25 E
(This fee is required only if a spouse will be attending scheduled research sessions and/or panels)

1.b. REGISTRATION FEES POSTMARKED AFTER 31 MARCH 2009 
(Note: Meals & special events may not be available to those who register after 31 March 2009)

Current IALJS Member – $145 / 95 Euros (rate for those already having paid their 2009 dues)

Current IALJS Member retired – $120 / 80 E (rate for those already having paid their 2009 dues)
Student with research paper on program – $35 / 20 E
Student without paper on program – $90 / 60 E (Includes a one-year IALJS membership)
Non-IALJS member – $195 / 130 E (Includes a one-year IALJS membership)

Spouse/Partner – $75 / 45 E
(This fee is required only if a spouse will be attending scheduled research sessions and/or panels)

1.c. ON-SITE REGISTRATION – $170 / 115 Euros for IALJS members, $220 / 145 E for non-members
(Note: Meals & special events may not be available to those who register on site)

2. SPECIAL EVENTS:
Please indicate the number of meals required next to each item below

Number of meals needed: Regular Vegetarian
Scholars Breakfast (Friday) Number attending x $25 / 15 Euros

Conference Banquet (Friday) Number attending x $60 / 40 E
Sightseeing Tour (Saturday, 13.15 to 18.15) Number attending x $70 / 45 E

Make registration checks payable to “IALJS” TOTAL ENCLOSED:

Please return completed form
with a check or bank transfer
payable to “IALJS” to >>>

Payments may also be made via
PayPal. Please see "IALJS
Payments" at WWW.IALJS.ORG

BILL REYNOLDS, IALJS Treasurer
School of Journalism, Ryerson University
350 Victoria St., Toronto, Ontario M5B 2K3
CANADA
Tel: +01-416-979-5000 x6294
Fax: +01-416-979-5216
reynolds@ryerson.ca

For a reservation at the convention hotel, contact: HOTEL ORRINGTON
IALJS Confirmation: "Medill Literary Journalism Studies"

Room rate (single or double): $139.00 (+ $18.77 tax)
Phone: +01-847-866-8700

Fax: +01-847-866-8724
E-mail: info@hotelorrington.com

www.hotelorrington.com

3. REGISTRATION INFO
Name:

Address/Department
School

City, State, Zip, Country

Phone
E-mail Address

Name of Spouse
(if attending)
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International Association for Literary Journalism Studies

IALJS-4 CONFERENCE PROGRAM

“Literary Journalism: Past, Present and Future”

The Fourth International Conference for Literary Journalism Studies

Northwestern University

Medill School of Journalism

Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A.

14-16 May 2009

Thursday, 14 May 2009

NOTE: Venue for all presentations is Fisk Hall #311, 1845 Sheridan Road (except as noted)

Sign In 8.00 – 9.00 Attendees pick up conference materials

Session 1 9.00 – 9.15 Introduction and Welcome 

David Abrahamson (Northwestern University, U.S.A.)
John Lavine, Dean, Medill School of Journalism (Northwestern University, U.S.A.)

Session 2 9.15 – 10.15 Work-in-Progress Session I

Session Title: “Literary Journalism's Transcontinental Boundaries”

(NOTE: Work-in-Progress Presentations are 10 minutes each)

Moderator: Isabel Soares (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa, Portugal)

1. Russell Frank (Pennsylvania State University, U.S.A.) and Mariya Tytarenko (Lviv
Ivan Franko National University, Ukraine), “Literary Journalism in Modern Ukraine:
Discovering Terra Incognita”

2. Maria Lassila-Merisalo (University of Jyväskylä, Finland), “The ‘Spectacular Stunts’ 
of Matti Jämsä”

3. Sonja Merljak Zdovc (University of Ljubljana, Slovenia), “Discovering and
Redefining Narrative Writing: The Definition and Positioning of the Genres
Reportage and Literary Journalism in Slovene Theory and Practice Journalism” 

4. Bill Reynolds (Ryerson University, Canada), “Like a Reporter: The Curious Case of 
Toronto Star Newspaper Men Ernest Hemingway and Morley Callaghan Before and
After Paris, Before Canadian Literary Journalism” 

Q&A – 20 minutes total

Continued on next page
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Session 3 10.30 – 11.30 Research Paper Session I

Session Title: “Essential Contentions: Issues in Literary Journalism

(NOTE: Research Paper Presentations are 15 minutes each)

Moderator: William Dow (Université Paris-Est and the American University of Paris,
France)

1. Frank Harbers and Marcel Broersma (University of Gronigen, The Netherlands),
“Ideology and Literary Reporting: Writers as Embedded Correspondents”

2. Jacqueline Marino (Kent State University, U.S.A.), “Clicking for Story: Literary
Writing Meets Multimedia on One Journalism Website”

3. Doug Underwood (University of Washington, U.S.A.), “Straddling the Fact-Fiction
Boundaries: Literary Journalism, Journalistic Literature, and a Hybrid Approach to
Studying Journalism’s Influence upon the Literary Canon” 

Q&A – 15 minutes total

Session 4 11.45 – 12.30 Keynote Speech

Introduction: Alice Trindade (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa, Portugal)

Keynoter: Richard Keeble (University of Lincoln, U.K.)

“War and the Journalistic Imagination: The Reporting of George Orwell and

Robert Fisk”

Q&A – 15 minutes total

Lunch 12.30 – 13.45 (on your own)

Session 5 13.45 – 14.00 “Status Report on Literary Journalism Studies”

Editor: John Hartsock (SUNY-Cortland, U.S.A.)

Session 6 14.15 – 15.15 Work-in-Progress Session II

Session Title: “Literary Journalism and Aspects of Community”

Moderator: John Bak (Nancy-Université, France)

1. Mark H. Massé (Ball State University, U.S.A.), “Literary Journalism and Trauma: On
Deadline in Harm’s Way”

2. Rachel Davis Mersey (Northwestern University, U.S.A.), “The Literary and the
Local: How Long-Form Journalism Creates Communities”

3. Isabel Soares (Technical University Lisbon, Portugal), “The London of New
Journalists or How Literary Journalism Pioneered Urban Sociology”

4. Christel Lane Swasey (Brigham Young University, U.S.A.), “Ethnographic Literary
Journalism”

Q&A – 20 minutes total

IALJS-4 PROGRAM Continued from previous page

Continued on next page
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Session 7 15.30 – 16.30 Panel I

Panel Title: “The Future of the Story, The Story of the Future: Narrative

Journalism in a Multi-Media Environment”

(NOTE: Panel Presentations are 12 minutes each)

Moderator: Rachel Davis Mersey (Northwestern University, U.S.A.) 

Richard Keeble (Lincoln University, U.K.)
Melissa Nurczynski (Kutztown University, U.S.A.)
Ronald Rodgers (University of Florida, U.S.A.)

Q&A – 20 minutes total

Session 8 16.45 – 17.45 Work-in-Progress Session III

Session Title: “Literary Journalism's Tensions Within”

Moderator: Tom Connery (University of St. Thomas, U.S.A.)

1. John Bak (Nancy-Université, France), “IALJS’s Mission at Stake in International

Literary Journalism”
2. William Dow (Université Paris-Est and the American University of Paris, France),

“Begging Description: Literary Journalism, Othering and the Order of Things”
3. Susie Eisenhuth (University of Technology, Australia), “News, Feature, Book:

Journalism’s Big Narrative Dig”
4. Nick Nuttall (University of Lincoln, U.K.), “Journalism’s ‘Hot Facts’ versus

Literature’s ‘Cold Contents’”

Q&A – 15 minutes total

Session 9 18.00 – 19.00 Literary Journalism Studies Staff Meeting

Editor: John Hartsock (SUNY-Cortland, U.S.A.)

Friday, 15 May 2009

Breakfast 7.30 – 8.30 Scholar’s Breakfast (at Hotel Orrington, per reservation)

Subject: “A Conversation About the Future of Literary Journalism and Literary

Journalism Scholarship”

Moderator: Norman Sims (University of Massachusetts – Amherst, U.S.A.)

Session 10 9.00 – 10.00 Panel II

Panel Title: “Joseph Mitchell's 100th Anniversary: Interpretations of his Work and 

Legacy”

Moderator: Susan Greenberg (Roehampton University, U.K.)

Tom Connery (University of St. Thomas, U.S.A.)
Jim Rogers, (University of St. Thomas, U.S.A.)

IALLJS-4 PROGRAM Continued from previous page
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Jim Rogers, (University of St. Thomas, U.S.A.)

Norman Sims (University of Massachusetts – Amherst, U.S.A.)

Alice Trindade (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa, Portugal) 

Q&A – 20 minutes total

Session 11 10.15 – 11.15 Work-in-Progress Session IV

Session Title: “Literary Journalism: Ethnicity and Politics”

Moderator: John Hartsock, (SUNY Cortland, U.S.A.)

1. Tyera Eulberg (University of Colorado, U.S.A.), “The Cold War Reformulated? The 

Clash of Civilizations in Literary Journalism”

2. Kathy Roberts Forde (University of Minnesota, U.S.A.), “James Baldwin, the New 

Yorker, and the American Civil Rights Movement”

3. Cheryl Renee Gooch (Claflin University, U.S.A.), “The Literary Mind of a Cornfield

Journalist: Joel Chandler Harris’ 1904 Negro Question Articles”

4. Josh Roiland (Saint Louis University, U.S.A.), “Or Does it Explode?: Langston

Hughes on the Racial Significance of the Spanish Civil War”

Q&A – 20 minutes total

Session 12 11.30 – 12.30 Research Paper Session II

Session Title: “Literary Journalism: The Biographical and the Pedagogical”

Moderator: Isabelle Meuret (Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium)

1. Aryn Bartley (Michigan State University, U.S.A.), “The Citizen-Witness and the

Politics of Shame: James Agee’s and Walker Evan’s Let Us Now Praise Famous

Men”: WINNER OF 2009 PRIZE FOR BEST RESEARCH PAPER

2. Carolyn Edy (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, U.S.A.), “Getting the 

Story: An Exploration of Literary Journalismat ACEJMC-Accredited Schools”

3. Miles Maguire (University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, U.S.A.), “Richard Critchfield:

‘Genius’ Journalism and the Fallacy of Verification” 

Q&A – 15 minutes total

Lunch 12.30 – 14.15 (on your own)

Session 13 14.15 – 15.15 Work-in-Progress Session V

Session Title: “Literary Journalism as an Encompassing Genre”

Moderator: Bill Reynolds (Ryerson University, Canada)

1. Robert Alexander (Brock University, Canada), “‘Every Journalist… Knows…’: Janet

Malcolm and the Journalistic Unconscious”

2. Luc van Doorslaer (University of Leuven, Belgium), “An Imagological Approach to

Literary Travel Journalism”

3. Randy Miller (University of South Florida, U.S.A.) and Ginger Carter Miller 

(Georgia State College & University, U.S.A.), “When Rulebreaker Meets

Rulebreaker: Rick Telander’s Heaven is a Playground as Common Ground Between

Literary Journalism and Sports Journalism”

IALJS-4 PROGRAM Continued from previous page
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4. Michele Weldon (Northwestern University, U.S.A.), “Too Hard, Too Soft or Just

Right? An Analysis of Trends in Narrative Journalism in Four International

Newspapers”

Q&A – 20 minutes total

Session 14 15.30 – 16.30 President’s Address and Annual Business Meeting

Reception 16.45 – 18.00 Conference Reception (at MTC Forum, 1870 Campus Drive)

Dinner 19.00 – 21.00 Conference Banquet (at Hotel Orrington, per reservation)

Saturday, 16 May 2009

Session 15 9.00 – 10.00 Panel III

Session Title: “Teaching Long-Form Journalism in a Short-Form World”

Moderator: Norman Sims (University of Massachusetts – Amherst, U.S.A.)

Susan Greenberg (Roehampton University, U.K.)

Ginger Carter Miller (Georgia College & State University, U.S.A.)

Judith Munat (University of Pisa, Italy)

Q&A – 20 minutes total

Session 16 10.15 – 11.15 Work-in-Progress Session VI

Session Title: “Literary Journalism at the Threshold of Literature”

Moderator: Susie Eisenhuth (University of Technology, Australia)

1. Chen Peiqin (Shangai International Studies University, China), “A Study of the 

Changes in Main Characters’ Image of Chinese Literary Reportage”

2. Doug Cumming (Washington & Lee University, U.S.A.), “‘Enormous and Lurid

Facts’: The Lyrical Engrossments of Lafcadio Hearn’s Newspaper Reporting”

3. Benoît Mauchamp (University of Miami, U.S.A.), “The Reporter’s Referential Body

as a Literary Tool”

4. Isabelle Meuret (Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium), “From Personal Memoirs

to Political Fictions and Stump Speeches: On the Importance of Storytelling in the US 

Elections” 

Q&A – 15 minutes total

Session 17 11.30 – 12.30 Closing Convocation

David Abrahamson (Northwestern University, U.S.A.)

Lunch 12.30 – 13.30 (on your own)

Tour 13.30 – 18.15 Chicago Tour (per reservation)

IALJS-4 PROGRAM Continued from previous page
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SOCIAL SCIENCE 
CONFERENCE SET FOR
JULY 2009 IN GREECE
The fourth Annual International Conference
on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences will be
held 8-11 July 2009 at the University of
Athens in Athens, Greece. The meeting will
examine the nature of disciplinary and inter-
disciplinary practices that arise in the context
of 'real world' applications. It also interro-
gates what constitutes 'science' in a social
context, and the connections between the
social and other sciences. The conference
will also include numerous paper, workshop
and colloquium presentations by practition-
ers, teachers and researchers. Full details of
the conference can be found at the meet-
ing's website, <http://www.social sci-
encesconference.com>. For more informa-
tion, please contact Gerassimos Kouzelis at
gerassimos.kouzelis@socialsciencesconfer-
ence.com>.

AUGUST MEETING IN
U.S. ON VICTORIAN
PERIODICALS
The Research Society for Victorian
Periodicals (RSVP) will hold its annual confer-
ence on 21-22 August 2008 at the University
of St. Thomas, Minneapolis, U.S.A. While
papers addressing any aspect of Victorian
periodicals will be considered, RSVP particu-
larly welcomes proposals for papers on the
ways in which the newspaper and periodical
press relied on a variety of networks, includ-
ing journalistic, business, communication and
technology, transportation, imperialist, immi-
gration, political activist, scientific, philosoph-
ical, literary, artistic and other social net-
works. Other possible topics: gossip, celebri-
ties and blackmail; leisure clubs and soci-
eties; networks of influence; transAtlantic
and transnational networks; family and kin-
ship networks; networks of readers, writers
and publishers; sites of production, distribu-
tion and syndication. The program will also
include a plenary speech named in honor of
Michael Wolff, a presentation by the winner
of the 2009 Colby Scholarly Book Prize, and
workshops devoted to digital resources and
to methods of teaching periodicals. Pre-con-
ference activities include the William Holman
Hunt exhibition at the Minneapolis Institute of
the Arts. More information about the confer-
ence can be found at <www.stthomas. edu
english/victorian>.

renamed “Journalism Residency,” and it is a
required part of the Medill curriculum.
Students can travel as far away as South
Africa—to newspapers, magazines and
broadcast stations—to intern for three
months at a Medill partner publication. 

Other opportunities characteristic

of Medill School of Journalism include the
graduate student Magazine Publishing
Project, where students conceptualize and
design new magazines, the Advanced
Executive Program, a month-long senior
executive program for those already in the
journalism industry and a new undergradu-
ate Integrated Marketing Communications
certificate program. 

OUR VENUE Continued from Page 3

PRESIDENT’S LETTER Continued from Page 1

As the journalism industry
changes, the Medill School of Journalism
continues to change. Even for undergrad-
uates, laptops, iPods and video equip-
ment are a requirement now, and trips on
the “El” are not an uncommon way to
get to class—the new storefront class-
rooms in Chicago are a part of every
sophomore’s year. Medill 2020 has left its
enormous mark on the school, preparing
students not only to write stories, but to
record them, videotape them, post them
on blogs and on web sites.

Through it all, though, the fun-
damentals remain: accuracy, empathy,
eloquence and fairness. This is what
makes the Medill School of Journalism so
timeless, like the ivy that wraps itself
around the school’s very halls. And
Medill’s ability to change with the times,
as the ivy changes with the seasons, is
just as much a part of Medill tradition as
the fundamentals still taught in the class-
rooms. 

It is the integration of tradition
and a deep belief in the need for progress
that defines the Medill School of

Through all the
changes, the school’s fundamentals

remain: accuracy,
empathy, eloquence and

fairness

of the inaugural issue, I am certain that
our members will be very impressed—
and no doubt very pleased—with the
breadth and depth of the scholarship rep-
resented. 

The first issue of Literary
Journalism Studies contains a number of
traditional research articles employing a
range of methodologies—which is com-
pletely consistent with the explicitly
inclusive, “big tent” philosophy of our
learned society as a whole. Additionally,
the issue also contains scholarly accom-
plishment in other forms as well: a
thoughtful discursive essay, a contempo-
rary example of literary journalism anno-
tated with both author’s and editor’s
comments and a selection of book
reviews. All in all, it is a wonderful way
to launch what, in concert with our annu-
al conference, is a principal raison d'être
for our association. With the premiere

issue of Literary Journalism Studies due
off the presses in time for our May
meeting, we will all have an opportuni-
ty to congratulate the staff on all their
extraordinary work.

In closing, and with your per-
mission, please allow me to once again
suggest that I would warmly welcome
any ideas you might have to ensure

The first
issue of Literary Journalism

Studies is a
principal raison d’être of our

association
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LITERARY JOURNALISM IN ROMANIA
Adding depth and reporting to an existing nonfiction tradition.
By Cristian Lupsa, Bucharest (Romania)

When Gabriela Piturlea began writ-
ing about a teenager who dreams
of becoming a soccer star, she

couldn’t take her mind off Susan Orlean’s
opening of “The American Man at Age Ten,”
which made Colin Duffy into a prototypical
10-year-old. Piturlea’s subject was a proto-
typical 16-year-old, who dreams big, but
loves his kid-life enough to not sacrifice it.
She wrote: “If memory books were still

around, Florin
Petre would fill in
his girlfriend’s.
He’d write that he
was born May 29,
1992 in Buch-
arest. That he’s
1.78 meters tall,
weighs 64 kilos
and looks thin.
(…) That he loves
Lord of the Rings,
Honey and Save

the Last Dance.
That between
chocolate ice
cream and choco-
late pastries, ice

cream wins, hands-down. That he only
wears sneakers and that his favorites are a
pair of white Nikes with leek-green stripes.
(. . .) That he doesn’t want tattoos or earrings
and that he has never smoked a cigarette,
because he knows they’re bad for you. That
on an ideal day, he’d wake up at 10 a.m. and
linger under the blankets for a while longer,
eyes closed.”

Piturlea, who attended a course I
teach, would think it heresy to mention her
name next to Orlean’s, but I do it to under-
score where Romanian literary journalism is
today. Orlean was 47 when she wrote her
piece. Piturlea is 20. What she lacks in depth
and skill, she struggles to compensate for in
enthusiasm and honesty. This parallel is use-
ful to understanding the bigger picture.
Narrative journalism has just taken off in
Romania. It flies low and occasionally its
wings scrape the ground. But it dreams big.

When I returned to Romania after
studying and working in the U.S. for four
years, I saw narrative as an open field to

experiment in. Romania does have a histo-
ry of reportage, as well as literary figures
practicing the art of nonfiction. But their
attempts—although beautifully written—
lack the emotional depth and commitment
to thorough reporting of their American
counterparts. Most are travel sketches or
descriptions of nature. They shy away
from character, motivation and that illusive
nugget of truth that could reveal some-
thing meaningful about the way we live.

When I began teaching at the
Center for Independent Journalism in
Bucharest, I did it because I wanted to
expose young journalists to an alternative.
To stories, not reports. To a way of convey-
ing experience over information. To a jour-
nalism that emphasizes the “what is” over
the “what is new.” My intention was never
to teach narrative. How could I? I’m a
novice writer/reporter at best. 

But I wanted to find other people
who’d respond to stories from the likes of
Gay Talese, Tom Junod, Mike Sager and
countless others. And respond they did.
And then they wrote—first a personal
essay, then a reported piece. Some of the
latter were published in the Romanian edi-
tion of Esquire where I was a senior editor
at the time. Esquire is among the few publi-
cations pushing the form, and it published
these young writers because they were
willing to report their hearts out and go
through as many drafts as the story
required. I edited pieces about a violin
player and his Stradivarius, an anti-com-
munism agitator betrayed by his wife and
a poet who found his ideal home on the
banks of the Danube.

Piturlea’s piece was among them.
She followed Florin to soccer practice,
hung out with the team, dined with him
and his family, interviewed his girlfriend,
showed up at his door at 6 a.m. to watch
him eat breakfast and pack his bag. As the
story winds down, Florin ponders his
future, which could include going pro, and
says, wistfully: “I think it’ll be okay.” 

I look at the narrative journalism
landscape in Romania and see a dozen
more committed writers than there were a
year ago. I think we’ll be okay.    ©

AROUND THE
WORLD

Our association
members often
have interesting
work that is
recently pub-
lished. A some-
what modest

but heartfelt celebration of their
accomplishments follows:
• WWiilllliiaamm DDooww (American University of
Paris, France) has published a new
book, NNaarrrraattiinngg CCllaassss iinn AAmmeerriiccaann
FFiiccttiioonn, under the auspices of Palgrave
Macmillan.
• AAmmyy MMaattttssoonn LLaauutteerrss (Wichita State,
U.S.A.) has a new book, TThhee
RReeddiissccoovveerreedd WWrriittiinnggss ooff RRoossee WWiillddeerr
LLaannee,, LLiitteerraarryy JJoouurrnnaalliisstt, published by
the University of Missouri Press.
• NNoorrmmaann SSiimmss (Massachusetts-
Amherst, U.S.A.) has had his classic
LLiitteerraarryy JJoouurrnnaalliissmm iinn tthhee 2200tthh CCeennttuurryy
reprinted as part of the “Visions of the
American Press” series by Northwestern
University Press. It includes a new fore-
word by John Hartsock (SUNY-Cortland,
U.S.A.)
• DDoouugg UUnnddeerrwwoooodd (Washington,
U.S.A.) has a new book, JJoouurrnnaalliissmm aanndd
tthhee NNoovveell:: TTrruutthh aanndd FFiiccttiioonn,, 11770000--
22000000, published by Cambridge
University Press.

JOURNAL CALL FOR
PAPERS ON REALISM
Submissions are invited on the topic
"Realism and Periodicals," for a special
issue of the journal American Literary
Realism. In recent years the scholarly
community has paid an increasing
amount of attention to the ways in
which newspapers, magazines, story
papers and other serial publications not
only have functioned as outlets for
authors' literary work and effective dis-
seminators of literary texts but have
also performed important cultural work.
This special issue of American Literary
Realism is intended to showcase the
latest scholarship in periodical studies
in American literary realism from 1860
to 1940. Two copies of essays of no
more than 25 double-spaced pages
should be sent by 15 April 2009 to:
Charles Johannings-meier, Department
of English, University of Nebraska at
Omaha, Omaha, NE 68182, U.S.A. or
via e-mail at <jmeier@unomaha.edu>.

WORKS
OF

INTEREST
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TEACHING TIPS Continued from Page 18

controversy surrounding Duchamp’s
Nude Descending a Staircase, and followed
his conception of the avant-garde
through nearly a century, right up to
Damien Hirst teaming up with Sotheby’s
and selling his sharks in formaldehyde
for $12 million the very week I was teach-
ing this unit. Along the way we
encounter Duchamp in 1938 and 1963, on
the silver and gold anniversaries of his
breakthrough in America, plus his death
in 1968, plus Tom Wolfe’s exposing art as
commerce in “The Painted Word” in
Harper’s magazine in 1976, plus Time
magazine art critic Robert Hughes’s
mockery of Duchamp and the avant-
garde in his monumental study, The Shock
of the New, in 1991. 

Another week we looked at the
concept of “Ebola Virus” and watched it
grow from its humble beginning as the
fifth squib item in one of those throw-
away international news digest columns
to serious news stories to a major New
Yorker feature to a Hollywood movie
about Level 4 biohazards. Richard
Preston’s “Crisis in the Hot Zone,” pub-
lished in 1992, became my literary jour-
nalism depth charge of the week. Preston
wrote an awfully long piece, at least
10,000 words, but nobody complained
about length.

The first thing I asked my stu-
dents to consider is this: Could journal-
ism itself be a machine that shoots ideas
out into the world? Specifically, if we bor-
row from Richard Dawkins’s 1976 book,
The Selfish Gene, and Susan Blackmore’s
1999 follow-up, The Meme Machine, and if
we say that perhaps journalism and jour-
nalistic ideas could be thought of in
terms of genes and memes in the way
they move through the world, could we
not say that journalism is a pretty good
ideas replicator? 

The one thing we know genes
want to do is replicate. Some are more
successful than others. Memes, or cultur-
al patterns and ideas, follow this pattern.
Every idea has one goal in mind: to repli-
cate itself. Some ideas are more successful
than others, and we might wonder why
this is so. And, in terms of journalism,
perhaps some methods of delivering
ideas might be more successful at deliver-

ing ideas, which is where literary journal-
ism comes in.

I think I blew my students’
minds discussing this line of thinking in
Week 2. I had them read brief excerpts
from Dawkins and Blackmore, and told
them I didn’t really know what was
going on or what I was doing—I was
simply trying out some ideas on them.
We all became confused occasionally.
What are we talking about here—the idea
or the person who proposes the idea? I
kept coming back to the idea that we
don’t matter. We’re just meat. We don’t
last, but some ideas do. So…from the
meme’s eye point of view, we’re irrele-
vant and the only thing that matters is
the continuing life and progress of the
idea. So we could examine ideas indepen-
dently of the journalism and the person
who performed the journalism—al-

though, again, my stealth purposes here
were to: (a) get my second-year students
to read long pieces that involved extend-
ed periods of concentration, and (b) get
them to think about the journalism they
read.

I may have gone overboard in
the past couple of weeks. I created a kind
of American democracy trilogy. Week 1
consisted of Alexis de Toqueville’s intro-
duction to Democracy in America, paired
with Bernard-Henri Lévi’s first install-
ment of “In the Footsteps of Tocqueville,”
which he undertook for The Atlantic in
2005. 

Part two consisted of Andrew
Sullivan’s essay and cover story from the
Atlantic (December 2007), “Why Obama
Matters,” paired with Ryan Lizza’s
extended reporting job of Obama’s politi-
cal rise in Chicago, “Making It,” from the
New Yorker this past June (the issue with

Despite the
various narcotics of the Web,

MSN andl
iPhones, you can still get students

to read long pieces

Barack & Michelle as terrorists fist-bump-
ing on the cover).

And part three, November 3, the
day before the election, consisted of
Naomi Klein’s “Disaster Capitalism”
cover story for Harper’s combined with
Evan Wright’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
Rolling Stone feature “The Killer Elite,”
which was turned into a book and mini-
series (by David Simon of The Wire fame)
both called Generation Kill.

I don’t know whether or not
you’re noticing the pattern here, but I’m
using an awful lot of literary journalism
in this second-year undergrad course. I’ll
be pushing into more exotic territory
soon—Fitzgerald’s confessional tale, “The
Crack-Up,” from Esquire in 1936 contrast-
ed with Vanessa Grigotiadis’s long inves-
tigation into Britney Spears’s crack-up
some seven decades later in Rolling Stone;
and I’ll end the course with the outliers
and renegades of literary journalism—
Tom Wolfe’s version of Las Vegas, Hunter
Thompson’s imagining of the Kentucky
Derby, Lester Bangs’s rock ’n’ roll testify-
ing.

One thing I’ve learned here is
that, despite the various narcotics of the
Web and MSN and CrackBerries and
iPhones phones, you can still get students
to read long pieces—especially if some of
those pieces are undeniably compelling.
You can get them to think. You can get
them to understand that it’s important to
step back and wonder at the world, to
question what’s happening in the world,
to slow down briefly and pause to consid-
er what this mutant rat race is all about. 

Most importantly, great pieces of
literary journalism are helping my cause,
not hindering it. My favourite comment
was in Week 3 when a young woman,
who readily admitted she had trouble
with long pieces that were too convoluted
to follow—give her a nice, tight news
story any day of the week—told me she
loved Richard Preston’s New Yorker piece
about biohazards. “I couldn’t put it
down!” she said.

Employing the techniques of the
novel, except the story is not made up—
that’s “Crisis in the Hot Zone,” and that’s
literary journalism firing on all cylinders,
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Call for Submissions

Literary Journalism Studies
Published by The International Association for Literary Journalism Studies

Literary Journalism Studies, a peer-reviewed journal sponsored by the International Association for
Literary Journalism Studies (IALJS), invites submissions of scholarly articles on literary journalism, which is
also known as narrative journalism, literary reportage, reportage literature, "new journalism" and the nonfiction
novel, as well as literary nonfiction and creative nonfiction that emphasizes cultural revelation. The journal is
international in scope and seeks submissions on the theory, history and pedagogy of literary journalism
throughout the world. All disciplinary approaches are welcome.

To encourage an international dialogue, the journal is also willing to consider publishing short examples or
excerpts of literary journalism accompanied by a scholarly gloss about a writer not widely known outside his or
her country. The example or excerpt must be translated into English. The scholarly gloss must be between 1,500
and 2,500 words long and indicate why the example is important in the context of its national culture. Together,
both the text and the gloss must not exceed 8,000 words in length. The contributor is responsible for obtaining
all copyright permissions, including from the publisher, author and translator as necessary.

E-mail submission (as an MS Word attachment) is mandatory, and submissions should be between 4,000 and
8,000 words in length, including notes. A cover page indicating the title of the paper, the author's name and
institutional affiliation, and contact information must accompany all submissions. The author's name should
not appear on the required 250-word abstract or on the paper itself, as all submissions will be blind reviewed.
All submissions must be in English and follow the Chicago Manual of Style (Humanities). Submissions will be
accepted on an ongoing basis. Contributors of articles selected for publication will receive one copy of the jour-
nal. Copyright reverts to the contributor after publication with the provision that should the submission be sub-
sequently republished reference is made to initial publication in Literary Journalism Studies. Please e-mail
all submissions and/or related queries to:

John C. Hartsock, Ph.D.
Editor, Literary Journalism Studies
Department of Communication Studies
State University of New York at Cortland
Cortland, NY 13045-0900  U.S.A.
<hartsockj@cortland.edu>

BOOK REVIEWS: The journal will include a book review section and invites short reviews of 1,000-2,000
words on both the scholarship of literary journalism and recent original works of literary journalism that deserve
greater recognition among scholars. Book reviews are not blind reviewed but selected by the book review editor
based on merit. Reviewers may suggest book review prospects or write the book review editors for suggestions.
Usually reviewers will be responsible for obtaining their respective books. Book reviews and/or related queries
should be e-mailed to Tom Connery at <tbconnery@stthomas.edu> or Susie Eisenhuth at
<susie.eisenhuth@uts.edu.au>.
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Please fill out form and return (by mail, fax or scanned e-mail attachment) with dues payment to address below.

Name _______________________________________________________ Title (Dr., Prof., Mr., Ms., Mrs., Miss) _____________

University_________________________________________________________________________________________________

School/Department _________________________________________________________________________________________

Work address (street, city, state/province, country) ________________________________________________________________

Home address (street, city, state/province, country) ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (include intl. code) Home ________________________ Work ________________________ Cell _____________________

Fax phone _____________________ E-mail address ______________________________________________________________

Area(s) of teaching/research interest ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Categories: The annual IALJS membership coincides with the calendar year (no pro-rating is available). Members

receive all IALJS announcements, conference CFPs, the Literary Journalism newsletter and the Literary Journalism Studies journal.

Please check category: _____ US$ 50 or 35 Euros: Regular Member (Faculty member)

_____ US$ 50 or 35 Euros: Associate Member (Professional member)

_____ US$ 25 or 15 Euros: Student Member (Master or Doctoral level)

_____ US$ 25 or 15 Euros: Retired Faculty Member
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As I walked into my brand-new,
never-before-taught, second-year
class last September, I told my 30

students that a couple of my colleagues
told me I was nuts. There is no way they
can read 5,000-word magazine articles—

no way. My stu-
dents—I didn’t
know any of them
at this point—
protested, “Yes we
can!” I said, “Well
that’s good to hear,
but, just in case, I
think I ought to
give you guys a lit-
tle quiz every
week. If you’ve
read the material
you should score
an A; if not, well,

there’s always a one-in-four chance you
could be right.”

And so it began, my little experi-
ment in teaching literary journalism by
stealth to undergrads. You see, we’d
rearranged the curriculum at Ryerson a
couple of years ago—yet again—probably
because we’re trying to cope with the
same thing everyone else is trying to cope
with (you know, that Internet thing). And
so our new curriculum has been wending

LITERARY JOURNALISM
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
LITERARY JOURNALISM STUDIES
SPRING 2009    VOL. 3  NO. 2

its way slowly through the snake. This
year, Year Two, we’ve introduced three
new option courses. Very modest, this
range of choices—the real explosion of
choice for students happens in Years Three
and Four—but still, these are new courses.

And they’re emphatically not
craft-based courses. In other words, we are
not teaching students how to do journal-
ism here; rather, we are teaching them

how to think.
Or so I think. The new course

I’ve taken-on/been-saddled-with/eventu-
ally-been-kind-of-thrilled-with, is called
Journalism and Ideas. I don’t know what
that means to you, but to me it means a
perfect opportunity to exploit my back-
ground in philosophy to teach a group of
undergrads to think about what all of
these ideas that we routinely throw

MEMES AND LITERARY JOURNALISM
Finding ways to help, rather than hinder, your efforts in the classroom.
By  Bill Reynolds, Ryerson (Canada)

around, promulgate and thrust into the
media-sphere, could possibly mean.

So I wondered, hmm, how can I
teach this sort of thing anyway? Norm
Sims gave me a great topic idea—what
about the concept of the A-Bomb? If you
read the reports the day after, there is a
great sense of unease between the lines of
the hard reporting. Yes, that could work.
Let’s take news stories kept in the New
York Times archives for August 7, 8 and 9,
1945—I found 14 useful ones—plus let’s
take John Hersey’s “Hiroshima” pub-
lished August 31, 1946 in the New Yorker,
in fact not just published but consuming
the entire editorial feature well for that
week. So yes, let’s look at the concept
of the bomb. What did it mean to these
journalists—reporters, columnists, editori-
alists—and how did it look on the ground
to a long-form reporter, the guy we
would now call a literary journalist?

Okay, that looks like one week is
taken care of. So what do I do with the
other 10? Well, it turns out that this was
not so hard. I’ve always been fascinated
with Marcel Duchamp and his many
influential works, so I took a signpost
event in his career, the Armory Show in
New York, 1913, where there was great

TEACHING
TIPS
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It was a chance
to teach a group of undergrads

to think about what
the ideas we routinely throw around

could possibly mean


