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We just completed our annual confer-
ence, IALJS-6, last month—and so
are still resonant with the wonderful

energies of these yearly meetings. Université
Libre de Bruxelles, Manuel Couvreur, François

Heinderyckx and
Isabelle Meuret
were this year’s
hosts, and we are
all indebted to
them for the
remarkable hospi-
tality that they
lavished on us. 

The partici-
pants in this
year’s conference
turned it into
another occasion
for a community
of scholars to dis-

cover both the degree to which literary journal-
ism is a worldwide phenomenon and the qual-
ity of academic research it supports. Moreover,
the IALJS-6 conference was an opportunity to
bring together uniquely different experiences. 

We witnessed how the voices of liter-
ary journalism speak in the languages of many
peoples of the experiences of many societies. It
was interesting to note that both the past and
the future were represented in the work of the
conference participants: from the Latin
American nineteenth-century chronicles to the
twenty-first-century developments in the
emerging literary journalism realms of film,
photography and graphic nonfiction. It all
showed the ability of the genre to renew itself
and evolve, as well as the progress our learned
society is making in defining a true  scholarly
discipline.

On another note, the association’s
annual business meeting voted to approve

amendments of our Constitution and
Bylaws. We now have a First and Second
Vice Presidents, and we have added the
chairs of the Liaison, Publicity,
Conference Planning and Graduate
Students Committees have been included
in our Executive Committee. For the full
text of our amended and approved char-
ter, please see Page 23. In other news,
Nancy Roberts of the University at
Albany will join founding book review
editor Tom Connery on the staff of our
journal, Literary Journalism Studies. Now
book review editor elect, she will take
over at the end of this year. 

So we have more hands to help,
eager to contribute to the growth of an

association that was initially the dream of
the handful of people who gathered
round our founding president, John Bak,
in 2006 in Nancy, France.

Whether or not you were in
Brussels this year, please make note that
our next annual meeting is in Toronto in
May 2012 at
Ryerson Univer-
sity with Bill
Reynolds as our
host. We are all
sure it will fol-
low the path of
all our confer-
ences so far, a
course of admir-
able growth in
both diversity and rigor. Until then,
please enjoy the newsletter and consider
your next submission to the conference or
the journal.    ©

FUTURE IALJS 
CONFERENCE SITES 
The following future IALJS convention
venues are planned. For more info,
please see <www.ialjs.org>.

IIAALLJJSS--77:: Ryerson University,
Toronto, Canada, 17-19 May 2012.

IIAALLJJSS--88:: University of Helsinki,
Finland, 9-11 May 2013.

IIAALLJJSS--99:: American University of
Paris, France,15-17 May 2014.

IIAALLJJSS--1100:: University of St.
Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.A or
University of Oslo, Norway, 7-9 May
2015 (pending).

IIAALLJJSS--1111:: NU-Q, Doha, Qatar, 19-
21 May 2016 (pending).

IIAALLJJSS--1122:: to be announced, 11-
13 May 2017.

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT FOR 2011
We are happy to be able to report that
our association’s membership, as of 15
May 2011, includes a total of 117
members.
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PRESIDENT’S
LETTER

IALJS-6 IN THE
HEART OF EUROPE
The success of our annual 
conference in Brussels in May.
By Alice Donat Trindade,
Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (Portugal)

WWW.IALJS.ORG

Brussels was
truly wonderful, so please

mark your
calendar now for May 2012

in Toronto

NANCY ROBERTS

         



ABOVE, THE TWO NEW ASSOCIATE EDITORS OF THE IALJS
JOURNAL, LITERARY JOURNALISM STUDIES, ARE 
ROBERTA AND MILES MAGUIRE, BOTH AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF WISCONSIN - OSHKSOH. IN ADDITION, THE 
RESEARCH PAPER THAT MILES PRESENTED AT IALJS-6 WAS
AWARDED THE 2011 SUSAN L. GREENBERG 
RESEARCH PRIZE FOR LITERARY JOURNALISM STUDIES. 

THE VENUE, BELOW, MOST OF THE 
SESSSIONS OF IALJS-6 WERE CONDUCTED

IN A BEAUTIFUL LECTURE HALL
IN BUILDING “A,” ONE OF THE HISTORIC

STRUCTURES ON THE UNIVERSITÉ 
LIBRE DE BRUXELLES CAMPUS IN BRUSSELS. 
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Inspirational. Congenial. These are
mere euphemisms that don’t do justice
to the moments lived by all of the

evangelists on behalf of literary journal-
ism at our 2011 annual conference. Six
years have passed since that serendipi-
tous meeting in Nancy, France—the origi-

nal spark that
ignited IALJS.
And all through
the subsequent
years we have
been witnesses
to the growing
interest that aca-
demics have in
both the associa-
tion and, most
importantly, lit-

erary journalism
itself. This year
has proved no
different. A total

of 56 persons were on the IALJS-6 pro-
gram. And in an attempt to accommodate
the increasingly larger number of submis-
sions and panel proposals that come our
way each year, we have had, for the sec-
ond consecutive year, to program parallel
panel sessions.

As we heard underscored at our
Friday Scholar’s Breakfast— newly enti-
tled “Breakfast for Your Thoughts”—
IALJS offers a welcoming international
forum of like-minded spirits. Scholarly
research, usually carried out in the loneli-
ness of the academic world, is shared and
discussed to the benefit of all. In fact,
because it is informal in nature, with a
friendly format especially intended for
junior researchers, the breakfast provided

2011 IALJS ANNUAL CONVENTION IN BELGIUM
The Université Libre de Bruxelles hosts our sixth international conference.
By Isabel Soares, Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (Portugal)
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ABOVE, CONFERENCE KEYNOTE JOHN PAULY IN CONVERSATION WITH NORM
SIMS, WHILE THE IALJS-4 KEYNOTER RICHARD KEEBLE AND 

TODD SCHACK, BELOW, SHARE A SMILING MOMENT BETWEEN SESSIONS.

ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONFERENCE WAS THE
FRIDAY MORNING GET-TOGTHER, BELOW.
ENTITLED “A BREAKFAST FOR YOUR THOUGHTS,” 
ORGANIZED BY GRADUATE STUDENT 
CO-CHAIR TOBIAS EBERWEIN, MODERATED BY NORM
SIMS, THE BREAKFAST WAS AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR GRAD STUDENTS TO INTERACT WITH FACULTY. 
TOPICS INCLUDED ASPECTS OF LITERARY
JOURNALISM, AS WELL AS THE ACADEMY AS A WHOLE.  

ABOVE, ISABELLE MEURET, THE CHAIR OF THE IALJS-6
HOST COMMITTEE,  IN CONVERSATION 
WITH THE ASSOCIATION’S PRESIDENT, ALICE DONAT
TRINDADE. THE GRACIOUSNESS AND 
EFFICACY WITH WHICH ISABELLE ORGANIZED EVERY
ELEMENT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
WAS OBVIOUS IN THE APPARENT COLLEGIAL
PLEASURE ENJOYED BY ALL
OF THE CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS.

Continued on next page

CONFERENCE Continued from previous page
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IALJS-6 CONFERENCE Continued from previous page

TEACHING TIPS Continued from Page 28

a wonderful opportunity for graduate
students to share their intellectual experi-
ences—as well as perhaps some of their
career-related anxieties—with more senior
researchers and faculty. The result is
something special. If I had to stress any-
thing particular that highlights the
uniqueness of this session, it is this amaz-
ing possibility for younger members of
the academy who are starting their
careers to have an opportunjity to interact
directly with the “gurus” and top
researchers in the discipline. It is clear
that this is definitely an aspect that sets
IALJS conferences apart from larger and
perhaps less personal academic scholarly
profesional meetings. 

As chair of the Research
Committee, I have the privilege of orga-
nizing the research paper and work-in-
progress submissions and the jurying
process. Of course, one has to concede
that not every submission is accepted for
presentation. (Our overall acceptance rate
was 60 percent.) Nor are all of them even
legitimate attempts at bonafide academic
work. Notwithstanding, I must admit that
I was delighted to receive submissions
from such improbable places as Georgia,
Ghana and Iran. I think we can consider
this a marker of the success of our still-
young association. It never ceases to
amaze me that the word is out there—and

many people are listening to it. 
Being a truly international asso-

ciation, the conferences of IALJS take
pride in being international in scope. For
the first time this year there were pan-
elists from Japan and Italy sharing their
knowledge with us. And, again, Latin
and North America, Europe, Asia and
Australia were so well represented that
we even had a session that explored the
possible transnational  nature of literary
journalism as a vehicle for storytelling
about the human experience.

explode before we could get everyone
out. Those kids inside had to be terri-
fied!” The first sentence is useful; the sec-
ond sentence is not. Although it is highly
likely that the kids would be terrified, the
statement is conjecture. It lies beyond of
the subject’s ken and weakens the per-
spective. Similarly, it is often best to
reveal only as much as the subject can
see—in effect, the subject’s panorama. It
can be tempting to explain what lies in
wait behind the tree, but if the subject can
not see or sense it, the point of view will
be weakened by inserting this informa-
tion. If possible, it is better to omit or
delay this revelation until the subject is
confronted by it. It is this sort of meticu-

lousness that will intensify the scene’s
drama and power. Strictly speaking, the
more closely the writer can keep the nar-
rative to the subject’s perspective, the bet-
ter the piece will resonate with readers.

Word choice is also a keen tech-
nique for developing a strong point of
view. Simply stated, employing the vocab-
ulary and metaphors that are familiar to
the subject in the scene allows the reader
to enter even deeper into the mindset of
the subject and scene. For instance, devel-
oping an extended metaphor in which the
members of a hunting expedition are
musicians in a rock band is far more jar-
ring to the reader than portraying them as
a family, a group of fellow soldiers or

even a pack of wolves. Point of view can
be a tricky endeavor, especially in nonfic-
tion, but done correctly it helps to solidify
the narrative.

There are other creative writing
techniques one could employ in the class-
room—such as understanding when to
finish a scene—but many of these flow
naturally from the dynamic of the work-
shop groups and the students’ growing
confidence in their own unique style. As
someone once said: “Fiction writing can’t
be taught, only cultivated.” And while it
is true that journalism is not fiction, as
both Hunter S. Thompson and theorist
Hayden White have argued, there is little
difference between the two. ©

And speaking of human experi-
ence, one of the topics that stood out at
this year’s conference was, as the session
title claimed, “the possibilities of personal
experience.” In a way, this said it all.
IALJS-6  enriched minds with new ideas
and our hearts with the warm glow of a
very special collegiality. 

We left the Université Libre de
Bruxelles and our gracious host, Isabelle
Meuret, looking forward eagerly to next
year’s meeting in Toronto. ©

BY THE 
CONCLUSION
OF THE TWO-
AND-A-HALF-

DAY IALJS-6
CONFERENCE,

IT WAS
CLEAR THAT

A GREAT
DEAL OF

BONHOMIE
WAS IN THE

AIR. THE
DEMEANOR

OF A GROUP
PHOTO OF

MANY OF THE
MEMBERS 

OF THE 
IALJS 

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE,

PLUS A FEW
HONORED

GUESTS,
SEEMS TO 
SUPPORT 

THE 
OBSERVATION.  
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President Alice Donat Trindade
called the 2011 annual business
meeting of the International

Association for Literary Journalism
Studies to order at 3:35 p.m. and thanked
Isabelle Meruet of the Université Libre de
Bruxelles for her extraordinarily success-
ful efforts as the host of IALJS-6. In her
introductory remarks Alice also noted the
increasingly global nature of both literary
journalism as a genre and literary journal-
ism studies as a scholarly discipline.

Secretary David Abrahamson
distributed the minutes of the 2010 IALJS
annual meeeting at Roehampton
University in London. John Hartsock
moved the approval of the minutes, John
Bak seconded and the motion to approve
carried unanimously.

Treasurer Bill Reynolds gave an
annual treasurer’s report. The current
bank balance is $32,281.26, which includes
$15,000.00 in interest-bearing savings
instruments. The association has 117
members in good standing from 24 coun-
tries, with 60 pecent from nations other
than the U.S.

Research chair Isabel Soares
reported that 26 acceptances from 44 sub-
missions for IALJS-6, an acceptance rate
of 59 percent. She also noted that we had
submissions this year from Iran and
Georgia. Isabel thanked the 2011 jury
members for their work, as well as the
members of the Greenberg Prize jury,
which awarded the 2011 honor to Miles
Maguire. In addition, she said that the
IALJS-7 submission deadline is 1 Decem-
ber 2011 and that we may experiment
with online submissions next year. 

Program co-chair Rob Alexander
reported on the variety of topics explored
in the six panels programmed this year
and noted that organizing the panels into
three pairs of concurrent sessions seemed
to again work well. He also suggested
that we continue to include at least one
panel on pedagogy.

Literary Journalism Studies editor
John Hartsock reported that the journal’s
fifth issue (Vol. 3, No. 1) had been mailed
prior to the conference. He said he hoped

to receive papers from IALJS-6 for consid-
eration by the journal and noted that
Roberta and Miles Maguire had joined the
journal staff as associate editors. 

Tom Connery, the LJS book
review editor, reminded everyone that he
is very open to suggestions for books of
and about literary journalism to review,
including books in languages other than
English. He also noted that Nancy
Roberts of the University at Albany will
succeed him at the end of 2011.

David reported that, with Bill
Reynolds’s invaluable assistance as co-
editor, the quarterly newsletter, Literary
Journalism, continues to prosper.

Graduate Committee co-chair

Tobias Eberwein reported that the IALJS-6
“Breakfast for Your Thoughts” (née
“Scholars Breakfast”) was enjoyed by all
attending and that he hopes to develop a
mailing list for the association’s graduate
student members. 

IALJS-7 Host Committee chair
Bill Reynolds reported that he and his
Ryerson University colleagues are looking
forward to welcoming the association to
Toronto next year. He also said that his
administration seems to be quite support-
ive of the 17-19 May conference.

Joint programming was the next
item on the agenda. It is clear that, in
addition to our own annual conference,
jointly sponsored sessions with other
learned societies have become an impor-
tant scholarly venue for IALJS members.
It was also noted that such joint program-
ming contributes to IALJS’s visibility and
is a steady source of new members. David
Abrahamson summarized the two IALJS

sessions held at the Southeast Colloquium
in Columbia, South Carolina in March,
while Rob Alexander recounted the suc-
cessful IALJS panel at the American
Comparative Literature Association meet-
ing in Vancouver in April. Mention was
also made of two IALJS roundtable ses-
sions this August at the Association for
Education in Journalism and Mass Com-
munication convention in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, which Josh Roiland has organized.
John Bak then outlined the IALJS seminar
proposed for the biennial conference of
the European Society for the Study of
English scheduled for September 2012 in
Istanbul. It was noted that particpation in
ESSE might alternate with AEJMC.

Under old business, John Bak
reported that the scholarly anthology,
Literary Journalism Across the Globe, that he
and Bill Reynolds had edited from the
presentations at IALJS-1 and IALJS-2 had
just appeared in print; it was a very wel-
come announcement for the book’s con-
tributors, many of whom were in atten-
dance at the business meeting.

Under new business, proposed
amendments to the IALJS bylaws were
discussed. These included the creation of
a new post of Second Vice President (who
automatically succeeds to the post of First
Vice President and thence to President)
and the inclusion of Liaison, Publicity,
Conference Planning and Graduate
Student chairs as members of the IALJS
Executive Committee. John Hartsock
moved for adoption, Susan Greenberg
seconded and the amendments were
unanimously approved.

Isabelle Meuret was given one
more warm and enthusiastic ovation for
her wonderful work in hosting IALJS-6,
and at 4:25 p.m., Alice called for a motion
of adjournment, which was moved, sec-
onded and unanimously approved. ©

Respectfully Submitted,

David Abrahamson, Secretary
International Association for 
Literary Journalism Studies

Bill Reynolds reported
that he and

his Ryerson University colleagues
are looking forward

to welcoming IALJS next year

IALJS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Minutes from meeting held at IALJS-6 in Brussels on 13 May 2011.
By David Abrahamson, Northwestern University (U.S.A.)
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In China, literary reportage is a genre
that combines literature and journal-
ism. Chinese historians of literary

reportage trace the history of the genre
back to the end of nineteenth century and
they believe that its Chinese term, Bao Gao

Wen Xue, was
translated from
the German
word Reportage
in an article in
1930 introduc-
ing the work of
Egon Erwin
Kisch (1885-
1948), a Czech
reporter who
wrote the book
Secret China
(1933) after he
visited China in
1932.

Though sim-
ilar to literary journalism, Chinese literary
reportage is categorized as a genre of liter-
ature, and it is agreed by most scholars
that the genre serves a political end. A
critical nature is the soul of the genre. 

Chinese literary reportage
boomed in both the 1930s and 1980s.
However, the genre has been declining
since the 1990s. China began its conver-
sion to a market economy in 1978, and
with the  market economy in full swing
after 1992, a individualism and material-
ism have dominated Chinese society since
the 1990s.

Practitioners of literary
reportage, like most people in Chinese
society, were carried away by the com-
mercial tide. Concerned only with money,
many began fabricating stories and writ-
ing for anyone who paid them well.
Though a few journals—including Literary
Reportage, Beijing Literature, Chinese
Writers: Nonfiction—still publish works of
literary reportage regularly, the genre has
lost its readers and influences.

Nevertheless, while literary
reportage is declining in China today,
some top newspapers are encouraging
their reporters to experiment with a new

AROUND THE
WORLD

kind of journalism that emphasizes liter-
ary techniques. They do not call this kind
of writing literary journalism, but in my
view they are much closer to literary jour-
nalism than Chinese literary reportage. A
few examples from Southern Weekly, an
influential newspaper in China, may
show how literary journalism has been
practiced in China today.

Southern Weekly is a weekly
newspaper with a circulation of 1.6 mil-
lion readers. Though based in Guangzhou
in southern China, the newspaper targets
well-educated readers throughout the
entire country. And it is important to note
that  in a transitional society such as
China, the newspaper has long been rep-

resentative of media’s involvement in
social reform and social justice.

The special issue of Southern
Weekly celebrating the Chinese New Year
may be a good
example. It shows
how the newspa-
per’s literary
journalism is pre-
sented. Published
on 3 February
2011, this special
issue—entitled
“In the Name of
Father”—includ-
ed the stories
about 15 fathers.
Each story was
told in the first
person by the
father’s daughter
or son.

For instance,

sometime in 2010
the phrase “My
father is Li
Gang,” became
the catchword on
the Internet for
the privileges
possessed by the
so-called “descen-
dents of govern-
ment officials” in
China. The sen-
tence was uttered
with complete
arrogance by the
son of a deputy
director of  the
public security
bureau after his
car ran into two
female college
students. One student died after the car
accident, and the man was sentenced to
three years in prison and a fine of 350,000
RMB (about $53,000). In the Southern
Weekly special issue, the story of the inci-
dent was narrated by the sister of the stu-
dent who was killed by Li Gang.

Other stories were narrated by a
17-year-old Foxconn girl who jumped off
her dormitory building, the son of an off-

The phrase
became a catchword on

the Internet
for the privileged offspring of

government officials

LITERARY JOURNALISM IN CHINA
A new and poignant narrative form has emerged in some Chinese newspapers.
By Peiqin Chen, Shanghai International Studies University (China)

Continued on next page

AS ONE OF THE PREMIER
SCHOLARS OF LONG-
FORM JOURNALISM IN
CHINA, PEIQIN HAS A
SEMINAL ESSAY 
ENTITLED “MAGAZINES:
AN INDUSTRY IN 
TRANSITION IN THE
SCHOLARLY 
ANTHOLOGY (ABOVE).
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New Year. Her father gave her 500RMB
(about $70) before she left. It seemed that
she was fortunate. She found a job at
Foxconn, a big company in Shenzhen in
southern China, which produces iPhones. 

On 12 February 2010 she moved
into a dorm where eight girls lived. But
she rarely saw any of her roommates
because they were in different depart-
ments and had different working sched-
ules. Her 12-hour-a-day job was to check
the screen of iPhone, simply doing one
thing, looking at the screen of iPhone to
check if there were any defects. She
checked one iPhone every 15 seconds.

After working for more than a
month, she did not get
her salary because her
bank card was not
ready. At this point, she
had about 10 RMB (less
than $2 dollars) with
her, knowing almost
nobody. She had also
lost her mobile phone
two weeks earlier
when it was stolen
from the pocket of her
work clothes. 

On the morning of
17 March, she was
alone in her dorm, feel-
ing cold and exhaust-
ed, with no money, no
mobile phone, no
friends. She got up and
climbed to the fourth
floor of her dorm
building—and jumped
off. 

The story, “My
Last Castle,” was writ-
ten in first person. It
began with :  “In the
eyes of most people, I
died; but in the eyes of
my father, I am still
alive.” Then the story
goes on to narrate how
her father took care of
her after she was seri-
ously hurt. The story

LITERARY JOURNALISM / SUMMER 2011 PAGE 7

iscial who was sentenced to death for cor-
ruption, etc. Most of the fathers in the sto-
ries were involved in influential events
that occurred in the year, but some are
just ordinary fathers whose life was dra-
matically affected by the changes of
Chinese society.

One story, entitled “My Last
Castle,” was about a 17-year-old Foxconn
girl who jumped off her dorm building.
Foxconn, an electronics company where
she worked, produces iPhone for Apple.
The girl, Tian Yu, jumped off from the
fourth floor of her dorm building at 7:00
a.m. on 17 March 2010. She was the sec-
ond of 12 workers of the company to
jump off buildings from January to May

2010. Of all the 12 workers who attempt-
ed suicides, 10 died. The oldest one was
24 years old, but most of them were
under 20. In less than half a year, why did
so many young workers of the company
commit suicide? 

The story answers the question.
Tian Yu was born into a farmer’s family.
She was the oldest daughter and had one
sister and one younger brother. After
junior high school, she went to a voca-
tional training school to learn accounting
for three years—but failed to get a job
after graduation.

After staying at home with noth-
ing to do for six months, she decided, like
many of her peers, to go to the city to try
to find a job. She left home a few days
before Chinese New Year, because the
train tickets were cheaper at this time. It
was also a good time to look for a job
because regular workers in the city often
went to their home villages to spend the

LITERARY JOURNALISM IN CHINA Continued from previous page

She decided,
like many of her peers,

to go to the
the city to try to find

a job

ends with her father’s words, “Tian Yu, it
is good to be home. We are home now.”

Like the other 14 stories, in an
artful way this story provides a deeper
understanding of present day China. It is
a place where the economy is booming
and where people like Tian Yu are work-
ing overtime doing dull jobs for very low
salaries. Farmers and their rural families,
being the weakest group in society, have
become the sad victims in both the
process of China’s modernization and in
the expansion of world capitalism. In the
end, they have nothing to rely on but the
traditional Chinese values, hard work
and tolerance. ©

THE FRONT OVER OF THE SPECIAL NEW YEAR’S EDITION OF SOUTHERN WEEKLY,
ABOVE, INCLUDED THE ISSUE TITLE, “IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER.” 
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Now that we have finally emerged
from winter, I remember the long
and sunny days spent in Turin

last August, in the company of some of
the happy few who joined the IALJS
panel organized at the biennial European

Society for the
Study of English
(ESSE) conference.
The panel con-
vened by John
Bak and David
Abrahamson,
“History and
Literary Journ-
alism,” was
devoted to study-
ing the compara-
tive approach
adopted by histo-
rians and literary
journalists when
reporting facts.

Both share a similar commitment to their
tasks, i.e. to give an accurate representa-
tion of what actually happened. Yet while
historians tend to hold on to facts, devoid
of their emotive power, literary journal-
ists are witnesses with phenomenological
concerns.

It was quite a fascinating panel:
I was intrigued by the diversity of works
and authors studied, and the wonderful
insight of all the participants. We traveled

from The Congested Districts of Ireland to The
Country Formerly Known as Great Britain,
addressed muckraking journalism by
American social reformers and were privi-
leged to hear discussions of the Wilhelm
Gustloff maritime tragedy, the Report from
Spain written against Franco, as well as The
Making of the Atomic Bomb and The Story of the
Bataan Death March. While our case studies
diverged temporally and geographically, it
can be argued that all converged around two
statements of possible fact. 

First, literary journalists tend to
focus on minor events within the larger
frames of historical landmarks or, to put it
differently, they seem to linger on facts that
were overshadowed or even dwarfed by
other major events. Literary journalists insist
on investigating the experiences of minor
characters and to expand the relevance of
their “micro-histories.” This term comes from
Italian microstoria, which is a discipline that
aims to answer big historical questions by
investigating small locations. To some extent,
it is close to the historical narratives of “his-
tory from below.” Intriguingly enough, I real-
ized that the microstoria school of thought
was born in Italy, and more precisely in
Turin, with the work of two outstanding his-
torians, Givovanni Levi and Carlo Ginzburg.

Second, literary journalism usually
has that special feel, or sensitivity, which

REFLECTIVE
ESSAY

A REMEMBRANCE OF IALJS/ESSE IN TURIN
A collection of sights—and ideas—from last summer’s seminar.
By Isabelle Meuret, Université Libre de Bruxelles (Belgium)
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NEW DIRECTIONS IN THE
HUMANITIES MEETING
IN GRANADA, SPAIN
The Ninth International Conference on New
Directions in the Humanities will be held at
the Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain
on 8-11 June 2011. Known throughout Spain
and Europe for its scholarship over many cen-
turies, the Universidad de Granada also brings
great diversity to the city and contributes to
Granada's thriving student population, today
totaling over 80,000 students. The University
is contemporaneous with the fourteenth
Century Alhambra which overlooks the city
and the university. The conference and its
companion journal provide spaces for dia-
logue and for the generation of new knowl-
edge about the nature of the humanities,
building  on the past traditions of the humani-
ties whilst setting a renewed agenda for their
future. For more information, please see
<http://www. humanitiesconference. com>.

CALL FROM SERIES ON 
LONG-FORM TEXTS 
A new scholarly series, “Literary Texts and the
Popular Marketplace,” has been announced
by Pickering & Chatto Publishers. A call for
proposals has been issued, especially for
monographs and essay collections on texts
from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Full details can be found at <http://www.
pickeringchatto.com/series/literary_texts_and
_the_popular_marketplace#top>.

GLOBAL STUDIES 
CONFERENCE IN RIO
The Fourth Global Studies Conference is
scheduled to meet in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on
18-20 July 2011. The conference and the
Global Studies Journal are devoted to map-
ping and interpreting new trends and patterns
in globalization. The conference serves as an
open forum for exploring globalization from
many perspectives in a wide variety of loca-
tions. Along with the general themes, each
year the conference focuses on a different
special topic. This year the special theme is
“Latin America and Globalization: Emerging
Societies and Emancipation.” As well as an
impressive line-up of international plenary
speakers, the conference will also include
numerous paper, workshop and colloquium
presentations by practitioners, teachers and
researchers. For more information, please see
<http://www.globalstudiesconference.com>.
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adds tremendous value for the reader,
who can empathize with the characters.
Norman Sims asked whether there existed
“subtle differences between historians
and literary journalists that can be attrib-
uted to an emotional attachment?” We all
seemed to agree that beside their cogni-
tive approach to documents, as well as
their narrativization and dramatization of
events, literary journalists are willing to
connect with the protagonists so as to
experience the hic et nunc of their realities.
The backdrop of history may be the same,
but the seams sewn by historians and lit-
erary journalists are probably made of dif-
ferent thread: facts and objectivity for the
former; facts, but also emotion and subjec-
tivity, for the latter. Suturing the past to
the present with that extra bit of soul
might be one of the distinguishing fea-
tures of literary journalists’ creativity.

Enthralled by our seminar, and
enthused over the perspective of a warm
weekend in picturesque Turin, we
enjoyed a delicious dinner on Piazza San
Carlo, a dazzlingly beautiful square
designed by Carlo di Castellamonte (1642-
1650) and lined with princely buildings.

Turin’s architecture is
impressive. Remains
of its regal past—it
was Italy’s first capi-
tal and the home of
the House of Savoy—
can be seen every-
where in the city.
Although it has been
known recently for its
car industry, Turin

was first and foremost a magnet for intel-
lectuals and literati: Cesare Pavese,
Antonio Gramsci, Primo Levi, Umberto
Eco and my favorite, Italo Calvino, all
hailed or spent substantial time in this
Piedmont-ese jewel.

I did not want to leave Turin
without visiting two of its best-known
museums: the Museo Nazionale del Cinema
and the Museo Egizio, with its collection of
Egyptian antiquities. Turin was the birth-
place of Italian cinema before Cinecittà
took over. The museum, located in the
base of the towering
Mole Antonelliana build-
ing, was definitely
worth a visit. I was
enchanted by the spec-
tacular extravaganza of
the place and left reluc-
tantly after a few hours.
The museum is a
labyrinthine walk
through the history of
cinema, from the
Lumière Brothers to the
Hollywood studios. The
whole place is simply
magical. 

As for the Egyptian
museum, it houses an
exceptional collection of
30,000 artifacts.

Needless to say that I was mesmerized by
the imposing sarcophaguses and the
majestic pharaoh statues in the second-
floor gallery, which I walked up and
down several times. The historical twist of
our delightful literary journalism seminar
had perhaps inevitably led me to this
journey back in time.

Remembering Turin makes me
dream expectantly of our next ESSE panel
in Istanbul in 2012. If there was any hint
of sadness in my Turin sojourn, it was
that I had to fly back to Belgium after a
fabulous week in Italy for the start of the
new academic year. The place had a spe-
cial vibrancy. As a former royal city along
the river Po, with its regal palace and
princely avenues, its many art galleries,
baroque monuments and unforgettable
museums, Turin was the perfect showcase
for our musings on literary journalism.
Yes, I will certainly go back to Turin: to
have another taste of its literary and artis-
tic delicacies, and to sip a delicious choco-
late and cream beverage, a regional spe-
cialty to be sipped at a Al Bicerin, a little
café that, sadly, was closed for its annual
summer vacation.    ©

PREVIOUS PAGE: THE GLOWING NEIGHBORHOOD
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TURIN IS 
DOMINATED BY THE SPIRE OF  MOLE (ITALIAN 
FOR “SIZE”). ORIGINALLY A
SYNAGOGUE, IT IS NOW ONE OF THE BEST FILM
MUSEUMS IN THE WORLD.

PIAZZA SAN CARLOS IS
INDISPUTABLY 
THE MOST ELEGANT IN
TURIN. IT IS 
DOMINATED BY AN
EQUESTRIAN 
STATUE OF THE DUKE
OF SAVOY, 
HEROICALLY DRAWING
HIS SWORD.

THE SHADED ARCADES OF TURIN’S VIA PO
HOUSE THE UNIVERSITY OF TURIN AND 
DELIGHTFUL CAFES, AS WELL AS NUMEROUS
MULTILINGUAL USED BOOK STALLS. 

REMEMBRANCE  Continued from previous page
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When journalists report cross-culturally—writing for a
national newspaper such as an American newspaper
about another country or culture such as Germany, Saudi

Arabia or Japan—they often make use of what is here described as
the "culture peg." It is a way of making the
subject matter interesting, readable and
topically relevant to audiences who may
not be interested in overseas affairs. The
use of the culture peg is widespread in
international reporting, especially in fea-
tures and soft news stories—a much more
prevalent form of news today than
decades ago (Patterson, 2000; Weldon,
2008; Tanikawa, 2009). However, this tech-
nique does not seem to be publically artic-
ulated by journalists nor is it defined in
existing academic literature. The purpose
of this essay is to propose and suggest a
definition for the phrase. We shall attempt
a ground-up construction of a theory based

partly on my own experience reporting cross-culturally as a Japan
correspondent for American newspapers and magazines,  as well as
years of observing foreign reporting in the
American and Japanese media. This study is
thought to close a hole that seems to exist in
the existing news value and newsworthi-
ness studies that have been a major area of
inquiry in journalism studies. There, “news”
has tended to be defined as hard news,
rather than soft and feature stories and the
theme of achieving cultural relevancy when
presenting foreign news to the audience,
which journalists perceive as critical compo-
nents in their stories, seems to be largely
absent. Prevalence of this technique also reveals the reasons behind
journalism’s skewed focus on particular subjects and the resulting
famine in covering other aspects of foreign societies.The following
text provides a working definition of “culture peg” and its sister
concept “culture link,” as well as some concrete examples and illus-
trations.

For the most part we do not first see and then define, we define first and
then see. In the great blooming, buzzing confusion of the outer world we
pick out what our culture has already defined for us, and we tend to per-
ceive that which we have picked out in the form stereotyped for us by our
culture. —Walter Lippmann1

This observation made by columnist Lippmann in the aftermath of
World War I seems to get to the heart of the questions, concerns, and
dilemmas that are on the minds of journalists working in a cross cul-
tural setting. Journalists reporting internationally often ask this
question: how can one achieve readership relevance and get people

to become interested in your foreign reports? What news
should a foreign correspondent report for its home audience
is sometimes patently clear: wars that kill people, natural
calamities that destroy lives and so on. The traditional hard
news categories—especially “very” hard news like the pre-
ceding examples—make news selection very straightfor-
ward. But when the lives abroad are not so eventful,
reporters often must explore, select, ponder and find ways to
package and present the information to their home reader-
ship in ways that pique their interest. 

As past news values literature (Shoemaker and
Reese, 1996; Galtung & Ruge, 1965)2 has shown, people are
interested in reading about matters that are geographically
and culturally close to them. The more “foreign” the subject
matter, the less likely they are to show interest. One of the
effective ways that journalists can hope to capture reader
interest in foreign affairs is to use whatever understanding
the audience already has about that country—a popular
understanding of certain stereotypical aspects of that culture
that are commonly already in the reader’s mind. 

Lippmann also says the following: “The only feel-
ing that anyone can have about an event he does not experi-

ence is the feeling aroused by his mental
image of that event. That is why until we
know what others think they know, we
cannot truly understand their acts.”3

What in the following essay is defined as
the “culture peg” is an attempt by jour-
nalists to arouse that mental image peo-
ple have about foreign cultures, and
thereby to elicit their interest in the for-
eign event or phenomenon. In so doing,
journalists are in effect leveraging what
others think they know about the culture

and/or country being reported.

THE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT’S CULTURAL
AND EPISTEMOLOGICAL CHALLENGES

Before defining the “culture peg,” it may be useful to further
highlight the challenging environment that foreign corre-
spondents find themselves in. Due to the cultural and episte-
mological gaps between his/her environment and the read-
ership’s back home, it is difficult for the correspondent to
find stories for his or her home audience. One of the only
ways to overcome this is when, as already stated, something
extraordinary happens. For the purpose of simplicity of
argument, I will use United States newspapers as an exam-
ple of the home news media that a foreign correspondent is
working for, and countries such as Saudi Arabia, Germany
and Japan as the lands from which the correspondent is

RESEARCH
PERSPECTIVE

THE “CULTURE PEG” IN INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
An exploration of the how the media shapes citizen understanding of the world. 
By Miki Tanikawa, Sophia University (Japan) and contributor to the International Herald Tribune

Continued on next page
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reporting.  Much of what is happening
and making news locally in the corre-
spondent’s assigned country (e.g. Saudi
Arabia, Germany, Japan) will mostly not
make its way into the American newspa-
per he or she is working for. Americans
lack an appetite for foreign news, and
recent research suggests that this is
increasingly so in the past few decades
(Hoge, 1997; Arnett, 1998; Kim, 2002)/
One possible exception is if the corre-
spondent is reporting from a country
with strong cultural, political or economic
ties to the readership’s home country. In
this event, there is a possibility of suc-
cessfully arresting reader attention
(Hester, 1973). 

Where an average American
newspaper reader would take an interest
in, say, an abduction of a 5-year-old girl,
school teachers going on a strike or
results of a congressional election, it is
understood that an American correspon-
dent cannot write about similar, equiva-
lent-scale events from Germany or Japan
for his American readership. Unless, that
is, the abduction was systematic and
extensive on a scale not seen in the U.S.
Or the teacher’s strike was so widespread
that it was begining to disrupt the nation-
al politics in that country. Or if, as will be
discussed at length later, there is a
German or Japanese cultural spin to the
incident. For example, bandits in
Germany kidnapping a child when they
could not find the German sausages they
were planning to steal and then demand-
ing sausages as ransom. Or hundreds of
right-wing Japanese teachers walking out
of the classrooms because their World
War II war-heroes were poorly portrayed
in a history textbook. In these instances,
the German sausage and the Japanese
right-wing aspects function as the “cul-
ture peg.” (Important caveat: There have
been no such incidents or reports from
Germany or Japan. Some of the heuristic
examples we will use are purely fictional,
and will be noted as such.)

The hurdle of finding suitable
topics being naturally higher for foreign
stories, the correspondent has to search

for  something truly extraordinary to pass
the minimum newsworthiness threshold.
In this circumstance, the 1996 study by
Shoemaker and Reese on news value can
serve as a useful guide. It lists the follow-
ing elements as criteria for newsworthi-
ness: prominence/importance, human
interest, conflict controversy, the unusual,
timeliness and proximity. 

If the incident is that much more
pronounced, paving the way for the news
to qualify as “very” hard news—for
example, the kidnappers abducted hun-
dreds of children of the rich and fa-
mous—then it becomes newsworthy.
Here the unusual (hundreds kidnapped)
and prominence/importance (children of the

rich and famous) factors have come into
play, and the result is to make the matters
newsworthy. 

Incidents in foreign countries
may also warrant coverage if there is a
“news peg,” a development linked to the
hard news event. For example, following
the 2008 financial crisis many internation-
al news developments tied to the failure
of Lehman Brothers were explored by
U.S. newspapers. Similarly, both the news
peg and the conflict factor create news sto-
ries out of Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Interestingly, these include softer news
stories (e.g. literacy rates rising among
young women), where large news events
provide a context for traditionally less
important social developments. 

THE CULTURE PEG EXPLAINED
Sometimes, however, the hard news ele-
ment is absent, and a news peg is not
available. If the correspondent wishes to

write a  feature story that, for instance,
depicts the lives of the people or the soci-
ety, the writer often resorts to the “culture
peg.” For example, a correspondent in
Saudi Arabia chose to report on the camel
beauty pageant held in Riyadh. Please see
<http://www.nytimes.com /2008/03/16
/world/africa/16iht-journal.4.11147854.
html?scp=1&sq=Camels%20and%20Beaut
y%20Pageant%20and%20virgin&st=cse>.

This story from the New York
Times draws readers in because the story
is “pegged” culturally with an element or
asspect that readers can easily associate
with the Middle East: the camel.
American readers would normally have a
hard time identifying themselves with
things Middle Eastern. But “camel” is one
cultural object that they can easily relate
to as something from the Middle East.
The correspondent plays off that pre-
existing notion in people’s minds as a
way to connect the reader to the country-
culture being reported.4 This reader pre-
conception about a foreign culture, which
the journalist attempts to engage,
becomes the culture peg. The culture peg
provides a point of cultural knowledge
and connection between the reader and
the country the correspondent is report-
ing from. Without it, the cultural and per-
ceptional link would be absent, and such
connectionless stories have little chance
of getting read. As was so aptly pointed
out by Lippmann 90 years ago, the only
way people will have a feeling of a matter
they do not experience is from the mental
image they have of it, however feeble it
might be. Journalists and the news media
attempt to provoke interest by invoking
that mental image—often a cultural
stereotype—and take advantage of what
others think they know about the subject
matter. 

Without a culture peg, writing
about a typical beauty pageant in foreign
countries would not fly for the same rea-
son that American readers would not be
interested in Japanese teachers going on a
strike or a 5-year-old getting abducted in

CULTURE PEG  Continued from previous page
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peg plugs the hole by supplying readers
with something they are familiar with—
the mental image—something they can
cling to, to establish a mental connection
with an otherwise alien subject. 

This technique could well be
seen as stereotyping. The culture peg
refers broadly to the use of commonly
known cultural objects or images associ-
ated with that country as a way to con-
nect the audience to the target country.
But it can be set at different levels and is
not necessarily a stereotype. For example,
a correspondent writing a human interest
story in France might open a story with a
description of a scene at a Paris café,
sprinkling words like le petite dejeuner and

café décaféiné to create an atmosphere
unique to the scene. The story may have
nothing to do with food or drinks. These
word devices may also be seen as culture
pegs, because they are meant to help the
readers connect with the scenes of a for-
eign country in question. 

So a culture peg can be the main
topic of the story, as was the case with the
camel story. Or, as in the Parisien café
scene, it can be marginal bits and pieces
sprinkled around to set the tone and cre-
ate an image or feeling that makes read-
ers think they are reading about that cul-
ture. 

The following story about the
real estate market in Poland would serve
as another case of “sprinkling of words.”
Please see <http://www.nytimes.com
/2010/ 04/02/greathomesanddestina-
tions/02iht-repoland.html?scp=1&sq=
Poznan %20Poland&st=cse>. Early in the
piece, in the second paragraph, there is a
reference to “communist-era train sta-

Germany. One could, however, write a
story about a beauty pageant in Riyadh if
the journalist focused on how it defies
local conventions: people getting upset
because women are exposing their bodies
and blaming American influences for it
(note Shoemaker and Reese’s conflict fac-
tor is also in play). One could write a
story even if the pageant did not break
local cultural conventions. If the contest is
held with all the rigid local rules in place,
having women wearing traditional robes
on stage hiding all but their faces—and
thus causing American readers to chuck-
le—it might then become a story. 

Either way, there is a use of a
culture peg. There is a culture peg in the
first instance (a beauty pageant upsetting
locals) because the reporter is playing off
readers' understanding of the Saudi or
Middle Eastern culture as being too con-
servative to have a conventional beauty
contest. The story plays off that reader
preconception. The second instance (a
pageant held in Saudi style) also pegs the
story to people's common perception
about the culture: that women in the Arab
world hide their bodies. And doing so—
and thereby undermining the whole point
of a beauty contest in the minds of many
Ameri-cans—makes the story funny and
interesting to readers.5

One can perhaps realize here
that such an approach to topic selection,
seen from a local point of view, is
extremely arbitrary—and perhaps unfair.
In the case of the camel story, out of thou-
sands of things happening in the country,
the writer chose to zero in on the camel
race only because that subject would
click with his audience and attract inter-
est. Focusing on matters where there are
culture pegs often leaves the observing
locals frustrated because of the skewed
ways in which they end up being por-
trayed in the foreign media. Nevertheless,
journalism cannot connect with reader-
ship if the readers cannot establish a men-
tal connection with the subject matter at
the cultural and perceptional level. Their
mental image must be invoked when
reading about cultures with which they
lack first-hand experience. The culture

tions.” It is easy to imagine the writer is
inserting this reference as a way to help
readers generate an easily associatable
image. It is meant to connect the target
country to the readership at the mental-
image level. “Communism” might be one
of the few images that readers outside
Europe can probably relate to when it
comes to an Eastern European country
like Poland.6

Similar to the “sprinkling of
words” or the textual use of culture pegs
is the use of photos (or videos in the case
of television or the web) that symbolically
remind readers of the culture being
reported on. For instance, if the story is
about McDonald’s expanding in China,
the article might carry a photo of Chinese
people munching on their burgers in the
Tiananmen Square where recognizable
landmark Chinese buildings can be seen
in the background. The deliberate use in
such a photo that includes the iconic
Chinese-looking structures in the square
is  a culture peg. What I might also call a
culture peg would be when an American
TV reporter, for example, is reporting on
something happening in San Francisco,
say, a national political convention. The
reporter might be standing in front of the
Golden Gate bridge as a way to convey
the atmosphere of being in San Francisco,
even though the bridge has nothing to do
with the story. For the American audi-
ence, San Francisco is not a foreign cul-
ture. But it is a distinct local culture, and
to the extent it is a culture that most
Americans do not live in, the culture peg
technique is called into use. 

A SISTER CONCEPT: CULTURE LINK
A concept related to the culture peg is the
“culture link.” Like the culture peg, the
culture link also attempts to invoke read-
er interest in the country being reported
at the cultural and perceptional level and
thus establishes a link to the country
where the readership is based. But culture
link is an element that derives not from
the country being reported (as is the case
with culture peg) but from the country or

The use 
of photos can symbolically

remind readers
of the culture that is being

reported on
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culture where the readers are based. For
the purpose of discussion, it might be use-
ful to work out some key concepts and
terminology. 

The country where the foreign
correspondent is based would hereafter
be called the target country or culture. The
country or culture where the correspon-
dent’s readership is based would be
called the readership country or culture. As
with the culture peg, the cultural element
used in the story arises from the target
country. This was the case with the afore-
mentionted camel story. 

The culture link does the magic of
connecting the target country with the
readership country thus making the read-

ers feel close or familiar with the subject.
But the culture link is a cultural element
that stems from the readership country
rather than the target country. Please see
the following example: <http://www.
nytimes.com/2009/10/12/business/glob-
al/12iht-speech.html?scp=4&sq=miki
%20tanikawa&st=cse>.

This is a story about how
President Obama’s political speeches
recorded on a CD have become a million
seller in Japan. It became enormously
popular in late 2008 and early 2009
because Obama’s speeches were easy to
understand, even for the average Japanese
who often have a hard time learning
English. This was a newsworthy topic for
a U.S. audience. Americans would take
interest in this foreign feature story
because the  U.S. President is the subject
in the context of a Japan story. If the one
being portrayed was a British prime min-
ister, Australian premier or a Japanese

personality, it would not have been as
interesting to U.S. readers. For an Ameri-
can audience, “Obama” provides a mental
link between them and the target country,
but it is an element that arises from the
readership country not the target country. 
This story also contains a culture peg: that
Japanese are poor English speakers. As a
result, the story plays off readers' under-
standing that Japanese have difficulty
with English and by extension difficulty
learning the language, a point to which
many American readers can perhaps
relate. To provide another example, a
story about young people in Japan form-
ing a long queue the night before the
sales launch of iPad in downtown Tokyo
is an article with a culture link. The iPad
is an American product and that enhances
readership interest.7

The culture link can be a crucial
element even in hard news coverage.
Previous newsworthiness studies have
established that overseas developments
where there is a U.S. involvement—such
as the wars in Iraq, Kosovo
and Afghanistan—are highly
newsworthy for the American
audience (Hester, 1974; Chang
and Lee, 1992). While the cul-
ture link concept is not identi-
fied conceptually in these
studies, one could argue that
of all the wars and military
conflict waging in the world,
those with U.S. involvement
(presence of an element of
“America” in the news) is
newsworthy to Americans
because of the presence of a
“culture link.” The media is
selecting the news on the basis
of the presence of “America”
in the news. 

Diagram 1 visualizes
the function the culture peg
and culture link play in the
readers’ mind. The black
arrows represent the culture
pegs, deriving from the target
country and being connected
to the readership country. The

white arrow shows the culture link aris-
ing from the readership country and
being tied to the target country. A foreign
correspondent attempts to connect and
link the two countries— between which
there  may be a gaping cultural divide—
by employing these devices from one
country to the other and tying them tight-
ly together, thus creating a solid mental
connection in readers’ mind.8

CONCLUSION
When hard-news elements are absent,
international reporting often demands
that journalists be highly selective with
their topics in order to pass readership
interest thresholds. Due to cultural and
perceptional constraints on the part of
readers, they often find themselves navi-
gating through narrow confines of topical
possibilities. The subject choices are nar-
row because the imagination of their
readership may be relatively narrow con-
cerning overseas countries and cultures.

The foreign
correspondent attempts to 

connect the two
countries, bridging what might be 

a gaping cultural divide

DDiiaaggrraamm 11
The culture peg and culture link explained

aa cultural divide
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TThhee bbllaacckk aarrrroowwss represent the “culture peg” deriving from the target country
and being connected to the readership country. TThhee wwhhiittee aarrrrooww shows the 
“culture link” arising from the readership country and being tied to the target
country.

A foreign correspondent attempts to connect the two countries, between which
there is a gaping cultural divide, by stretching these devices from one country to 
the other, thus establishing a connection between the two.
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As a result, the somewhat feeble “mental
image” in the mind of the reader needs to
be encouraged and, if possible, made
more robust. 

What I have described as the cul-
ture peg and the culture link are perhaps
just two of the many possible elements
that correspondents use to make their sto-
ries readable. But it is clear that many
journalists on foreign assignment often do
resort to these techniques—and often they
succeed in capturing readership interest.
However, the possibility of stereotyping,
distorting images and misunderstanding
of foreign cultures is high if journalists
overuse the culture peg. It can result in
over-reporting those events and develop-
ments that can be culturally pegged and
under-reporting those that cannot be.
Moreover, the possibility of distortion is
exacerbated by the common problem
associated with international reporting.
When distortions occur in international
reporting they are generally not redressed
because there is little pressure to correct
them (Louw, 2009).

If refined further, this prelimi-
nary study on journalists’ preoccupation
with achieving cultural relevancy for
readers might contribute significantly to
the understanding of the mechanism of
media’s foreign reporting, as well as how
under certain circumstances this style of
reporting can warp readers’ perception of
the world. In addition, this warping may
as a consequence result in significant dis-
toritions of the reader’s understanding of
the world. This media approach to foreign
reporting, however,  is likely to persist
amid—and despite—the rapid progress of
globalization in media and communica-
tions. Citizens in the world are likely to
continue to rely on the mental image of
the outside world, an image more the cre-
ation of the media than they would per-
haps like to admit. ©

ENDNOTES

1. Lippmann, Walter (2004). Public Opinion.
New York: Dover Publications. (Originally

published by Hartcourt, Brace and
Company, New York, 1922.)
2. What Shoemaker and Reese listed as
“proximity” refers to geographic proximity
but it may be interpreted to include cultural
closeness and familiarity as it also discusses
a “local angle to a national story.”(1996: 111)
Galtung and Ruge listed “cultural proximi-
ty” as constituting newsworthiness.(1965: 67)
3. Lippmann. op. cit. p. 7.
4. This “pre-existing perception” seems to
coincide with what Lippmann in the earlier
chapter calls the “mental image” which jour-
nalists try to “arouse.” And people possess
that “mental image” when that cultural
image is “defined and picked out by your
own culture,” as noted by Lippmann (see his
first quote at the beginning of Chapter 1)
unless one has a first-hand direct experience

with that culture. 
5. The following Associated Press story per-
haps comes closest to the hypothetical story
idea described here concerning a possible
beauty contest in Saudi Arabia. See <http://
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/30605691/s>.
6. One can surmise that, from a Polish point
of view, a reference to “communist era” is
unnecessary because the majority of the
buildings standing today would have been
erected during the “communist era,” unless
there was a building rush in the last 20 years
that eradicated the vast majority of old
buildings in the city.
7. It is often the case that the culture link ele-
ment is chosen and presented as something
positive and comforting for the home audi-
ence as is the case here.
8. These two elements—culture peg and cul-
ture link—sometimes work together to
strengthen the story appeal. To write about
foreign cultures that readers generally aren’t
interested in, such as Japan, it is often not
enough to have a news peg and a culture
peg. For example, if a Japan-based journalist
is interested in writing about geisha (which
is itself a culture peg for overseas readers),

you not only need a news peg (a recent
development linked to the subject), you need
something more. For instance, the journalist
might find and write about an American
geisha (which actually does exist). In this
instance, you have a culture link (an
American being an actor/protagonist) as
well as a culture peg (geisha). And when
you have both, the gravitational pull for
readers becomes stronger.
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Call for Submissions

Literary Journalism Studies
Published by the International Association for Literary Journalism Studies

Literary Journalism Studies, a peer-reviewed journal sponsored by the International Association for
Literary Journalism Studies (IALJS), invites submissions of scholarly articles on literary journalism, which is
also known as narrative journalism, narrative nonfiction, literary reportage, reportage literature, New
Journalism and the nonfiction novel, as well as literary nonfiction that emphasizes cultural revelation. The jour-
nal is international in scope and seeks submissions on the theory, history and pedagogy of literary journalism
throughout the world. All disciplinary approaches are welcome.

To encourage an international dialogue, the journal is also willing to consider publishing short examples or
excerpts of literary journalism accompanied by a scholarly gloss about a writer not widely known outside his or
her country. The example or excerpt must be translated into English. The scholarly gloss must be between 1,500
and 2,500 words long and indicate why the example is important in the context of its national culture. Together,
both the text and the gloss must not exceed 8,000 words in length. The contributor is responsible for obtaining
all copyright permissions, including from the publisher, author and translator as necessary.

E-mail submission (as an MS Word attachment) is mandatory, and submissions should be between 4,000 and
8,000 words in length, including notes. A cover page indicating the title of the paper, the author’s name and
institutional affiliation, and contact information must accompany all submissions. The author’s name should
not appear on the required 250-word abstract or on the paper itself, as all submissions will be blind reviewed.
All submissions must be in English and follow the Chicago Manual of Style (Humanities). Submissions will be
accepted on an ongoing basis. Contributors of articles selected for publication will receive one copy of the jour-
nal. Copyright reverts to the contributor after publication with the provision that should the submission be sub-
sequently republished reference is made to initial publication in Literary Journalism Studies. Please e-mail
all submissions and/or related queries to:

John C. Hartsock, Ph.D.
Editor, Literary Journalism Studies
Department of Communication Studies
State University of New York at Cortland
Cortland, NY 13045-0900  U.S.A.
<hartsockj@cortland.edu>

BOOK REVIEWS: The journal will include a book review section and invites short reviews of 1,000-2,000
words on both the scholarship of literary journalism and recent original works of literary journalism that deserve
greater recognition among scholars. Book reviews are not blind reviewed but selected by the book review editor
based on merit. Reviewers may suggest book review prospects or write the book review editors for suggestions.
Usually reviewers will be responsible for obtaining their respective books. Book reviews and/or related queries
should be e-mailed to Thomas B. Connery at <tbconnery@stthomas.edu>.
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PUBLICATIONS 
BY IALJS MEMBERS

The work of a num-
ber of the members
of our learned society
has recently
appeared in the pub-

lic print. For example, Isabel Soares of the
Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (Portugal)
recently had a paper published in a confer-
ence proceedings. the full citiation is: Isabel
Soares, “The Island of
Loneliness? Literary
Journalism from the
Azorean Periphery,” in
David Hutchison and
Hugh O’Donnell , eds.,
Centres and Peri-
pheries: Metropolitan
and Non-Metropolitan
Journalism in the 21st Century (Newcastle
upon Tyne, U.K.: Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, 2011). The book is available at:
<http://www.amazon.co.uk/Centres-
Peripheries-Metropolitan-Non-metropolitan-
Journalism/dp/1443826715>.

John Hartsock of the State University
of New York - Cortland (U.S.A.) has a new

book out. A work of
nonfiction, it illuminates
the life of an upstate
New York winery. The
full citation is: John C.
Hartsock, Seasons of a
Finger Lakes Winery,
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 2011).

The work is available from: <http://www.
amazon.com/Seasons-Finger-Lakes-
Winery-Hartsock/dp/0801448816/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1301
171745&sr=1-1>.

Rachel Davis Mersey of Northwestern
University recently published a book that
explores new definitions
of journalism. The cita-
tion is Rachel Davis
Mersey, Can Journalism
Be Saved? Rediscover-
ing America’s Appetite
for News (New York:
Praeger Press, 2010),
available from <http://
www.amazon.com/
Rachel-Davis-Merseyscan-Journalism-
Saved/dp/B004S0JVSK/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF
8&s=books&qid=1302132673&sr=1-2>.

This past March, while much of the
U.S. labored under a prolonged
winter, several members of IALJS

migrated south to the balmy, palmetto-
studded city of Columbia, South Carolina,
where they were joined by members from

Portugal and
China for the thir-
ty-sixth annual
meeting of the
Southeast
Colloquium, a
regional confer-
ence of the
Association for
Education in
Journalism and
Mass Communi-
cation. 

The School of
Journalism and
Mass Communi-
cation at the

University of South Carolina hosted the
conference, and IALJS member Kathy
Roberts Forde served as the tireless con-
ference organizer and gracious host.
Kathy also sat on a panel with other
IALJS members Calvin Hall, Doug
Cumming and Berkley Hudson at a con-
current University of South Carolina inau-
gural Symposium on Media and Civil
Rights.

IALJS sponsored two different
panels for the Southeast Colloquium, both
under the banner: “Literary Journalism:
The Promise and Perils of Change.” The
Friday panel, entitled “Observe and
Interpret: Literary Journalism and the
Politics of Reform” featured David
Abrahamson of Northwestern University,
Aryn Bartley of Michigan State University
and Josh Roiland of Case Western Reserve
University. David talked about the role of
literary journalism in the Arab world.
Aryn discussed the various ways literary
journalists serve as “citizen witnesses” for
their readers. And I talked about the his-
tory of literary populism in the African
American press.

The Saturday panel was entitled
“A Humanizing Voice: Global

Perspectives on Literary Journalism and
Social Justice. “ It included Lisa Barr, editor-
in-chief of the journal Communications and
Law, Peiqin Chen of Shanghai International
Studies University, Mark Massé of Ball State
University and Isabel Soares of the
Universidade Técnica de Lisboa in Portugal.
Lisa spoke about the political significance of
Studs Terkel’s oral histories. Peiqin gave a
revealing talk about the underground
Chinese newspaper Nan Fan Zhou Mo
(Southern Weekly) and its effects on social
policy (please see Page 10). Mark discussed
the profiles of faith activists he recounts in
his own work of literary journalism, Inspired
to Serve: Today’s Faith Activists. And Isabel
traced the struggles for human rights in
nineteenth-century Portuguese literary jour-
nalism.

Both the Friday and Saturday pan-
els attracted about a dozen audience mem-
bers, and once again it is safe to say that the
international scope of IALJS impressed con-
ference attendees. There were three people
in attendance at the conference from coun-
tries other than the United States; two were
affiliated with IALJS and by the end of the
weekend we had convinced the third person
to join as well. 

Further support came for the study
of literary journalism came from Isabel
Wilkerson, a Pulitzer Prize winning journal-
ist formerly of the New York Times, who gave
the conference’s keynote speech. Earlier that
week, her book The Warmth of Other Suns:
The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration
won the National Book Critics Circle Award.
Before a ballroom packed with more than
200 guests, Ms. Wilkerson began her talk by
saying she was glad to see several panels
devoted to literary journalism on the pro-
gram. We were more than a little pleased
that she then added that her book started as
a work of journalism and of history, but that
it was “informed by the idea of literary jour-
nalism.” 

After the Friday session, we
enjoyed a lovely dinner at one of Columbia’s
best restaurants, Terra, where we luxuriated
in southern hospitality and delicious region-
al cuisine such as shrimp and grits and fried
green tomatoes.    ©

IALJS
OUTREACH

IN
PRINT

IALJS/SEC IN SOUTH CAROLINA
A pair of panels focusing on the promise of literary journalism.
By Joshua Roiland, Case Western Reserve University (U.S.A.)
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The international character of literary
journalism was well represented at
IALJS-organized sessions of the

American Comparative Literature Asso-
ciation’s 2011 meeting, hosted in Vancou-
ver by Simon Fraser University on March

31 to April 3.
With eight

scholars from
seven different
countries present-
ing papers on
French, Scottish,
American,
Turkish and
Brazlian versions
of literary journal-
ism, the two pan-
els confirmed the
Call for Papers’
claim that literary
journalism “exists

in a variety of forms depending on the
cultures where it is practiced” and is
“irreducible to a fixed categorization.”

Papers offered a variety of excit-
ing new ways of viewing literary journal-
ism in its international dimensions—for
example, as a “literature of urgency” or as
a potent response to the “rhetoric of
nationalism” which often prevails in inter-
national news coverage. Another partic-
pant noted that it is a genre which crosses
not only geographical boundaries but also
borders of race, gender and time.

Speakers also provided historical
and current perspectives on the literary

journalism of Brazil, Turkey and Scotland,
as well as both an illuminating survey of
the current state of the genre in France
and the particular challenge being offered
today by new French publications to the
historical prejudice that journalism can-
not, in fact, be literary. 

Panelists included William Dow
(American University of Paris), Kenneth
Pratt (University of the West of Scotland),
Norman Sims (University of
Massachusetts, Amherst), Isabelle Meuret
(Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium),
Ömer Özer (Anadolu University,
Eskiflehir, Turkey), Vera Hanna
(Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie,
São Paulo, Brazil), Pascal Gin (Carleton
University, Ottawa) and your correson-
dent from Brock University, also in
Canada.

This is the second time the IALJS
has organized a panel at the ACLA. The

IALJS
OUTREACH

IALJS/ACLA IN VANCOUVER, B.C.
Eight scholars from seven countries attested to the discipline’s international nature.
By Rob Alexander, Brock University (Canada)

first was two years ago at Harvard
University. As in the past, participants
enjoyed the sustained discussion made
possible by the ACLA’s unique seminar
structure. It would be very easy to get lost
in a conference as big as the ACLA. This
year upwards of 1,500 scholars participat-
ed in close to 180 sessions. Those sessions,
however, are structured so that partici-
pants meet among themselves for two
hours each day during the three days of
the conference—or, in same cases, over
two days. The result is a workshop-like
atmosphere in which seminar themes
may be developed, connections among
different perspectives forged and scholar-
ly collegiality fostered. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, a num-
ber of the session participants had not
heard of the IALJS prior to the Call for
Papers for the ACLA seminar. However,
as a result of the Vancouver opportunity

to meet and interact with
like-minded colleagues,
many expressed interest in
taking part not only in
future IALJS sessions orga-
nized through the ACLA,
but also IALJS’s own annu-
al conferences. ©

BEAUTIFUL VANCOUVER, ABOVE,
WAS THE SETTING FOR 
THE IALJS SESSIONS AT ACLA. 
PRESENTERS, FROM LEFT, INCLUDED
ÖMER ÖZER, WILLIAM 
DOW, ISABELLE MEURET, NORMAN
SIMS, VERA HANNA, 
PASCAL GIN, KENNETH PRATT AND
ROB ALEXANDER.

PHOTO BY AMBER WORKMAN
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CALL FOR PAPERS
International Association for Literary Journalism Studies

“Literary Journalism: The Power and Promise of Story”
The Seventh International Conference for Literary Journalism Studies (IALJS-7)

Ryerson University
School of Journalism

Toronto, Canada

17-19 May 2012

The International Association for Literary Journalism Studies invites submissions of original
research papers, abstracts for research in progress and proposals for panels on Literary 
Journalism for the IALJS annual convention on 17-19 May 2012. The conference will be held at
the School of Journalism and Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada.

The conference hopes to be a forum for scholarly work of both breadth and depth in the field of
literary journalism, and all research methodologies are welcome, as are research on all aspects of
literary journalism and/or literary reportage. For the purpose of scholarly delineation, our 
definition of literary journalism is "journalism as literature" rather than "journalism about
literature." The association especially hopes to receive papers related to the general conference
theme, “Literary Journalism: The Power and Promise of Story." All submissions must be in 
English.

The International Association for Literary Journalism Studies is a multidisciplinary learned 
society whose essential purpose is the encouragement and improvement of scholarly research 
and education in literary journalism. As an association in a relatively recently defined field of
academic study, it is our agreed intent to be both explicitly inclusive and warmly supportive of a
variety of scholarly approaches. 
Information on previous annual meetings can be found  at http://www.ialjs.org/?page_id=33

Continued on next page
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I. GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH PAPERS

Submitted research papers should not exceed 7,500 words, or about 25 double-spaced pages, plus
endnotes. Please regard this as an upper limit; shorter papers are certainly welcome. Endnotes
and bibliographic citations should follow the Chicago Manual of Style. Papers may not be
simultaneously submitted to any other conferences. Papers previously published, presented, 
accepted or under review are ineligible. Only one paper per author will be accepted for 
presentation in the conference’s research sessions, and at least one author for each paper must be
at the convention in order to present the paper. If accepted, each paper presenter at a conference
Research Session may be allotted no more than 15 minutes. To be considered, please observe the
following guidelines:

(a) Submission by e-mail attachment in MS Word is required. No other format or faxes
or postal mail submissions will be accepted.

(b) Include one separate title page containing title, author/s, affiliation/s, and the address, 
phone, fax, and e-mail of the lead author. 

(c) Also include a second title page containing only the paper’s title and the paper’s abstract. 
The abstract should be approximately 250 words in length.

(d) Your name and affiliation should not appear anywhere in the paper [this information will
only appear on the first title page; see (b) above].

II. GUIDELINES FOR WORK-IN-PROGRESS PRESENTATIONS (ABSTRACTS)

Submitted abstracts for Work-in-Progress Sessions should not exceed 250 words. If accepted, 
each presenter at a conference Work-in-Progress session may be allotted no more than 10 
minutes. To be considered, please observe the following guidelines:

(a) Submission by e-mail attachment using MS Word is required. No other format or 
faxes or postal mail submissions will be accepted.

(b) Include one separate title page containing title, author/s, affiliation/s, and the address, 
phone, fax and e-mail of the lead author.

(c) Also include a second page containing only the work’s title and the actual abstract of the
work-in-progress. The abstract should be approximately 250 words in length.

III. GUIDELINES FOR PROPOSALS FOR PANELS

(a) Submission by e-mail attachment in MS Word is required. No other format or faxes
or postal mail submissions will be accepted. 

(b) Panel proposals should contain the panel title, possible participants and their affiliation 
and e-mail addresses, and a description of the panel’s subject. The description should be
approximately 250 words in length.

(c) Panels are encouraged on any topic related to the study, teaching or practice of literary 
journalism. See http://www.ialjs.org/?page_id=21.

CALL FOR PAPERS  Continued from previous page

Continued on next page
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IV. EVALUATION CRITERIA, DEADLINES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

All research paper submissions will be evaluated on originality and importance of topic;
literature review; clarity of research purpose; focus; use of original and primary sources and how
they support the paper’s purpose and conclusions; writing quality and organization; and the
degree to which the paper contributes to the study of literary journalism. Similarly, abstracts of
works-in-progress and panel proposals will be evaluated on the degree to which they contribute
to the study of literary journalism. All submissions will be blind-juried, and submissions from
students as well as faculty are encouraged.

Please submit research papers or abstracts of works-in-progress  presentations to:

Prof. Isabel Soares, Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (Portugal)
20122 IALJS-7 Research Chair; e-mail: <isoares@iscsp.utl.pt>

Please submit proposals for panels to:

Prof. Rob Alexander, Brock University (Canada)
2012 IALJS-7 Program Co-Chair; e-mail: <ralexand@brocku.ca>

Deadline for all submissions: No later than 1 December 2011

For more information regarding the conference or the association, please go to 
http://www.ialjs.org or contact:

Prof. Alice Trindade, Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (Portugal)
IALJS President; e-mail: <atrindade@iscsp.utl.pt>
Prof. Bill Reynolds, Ryerson University (Canada)
IALJS First Vice President/Treasurer; e-mail: <reynolds@ryerson.ca>
Pof,. Norman Sims, Secretary (U.S.A.)
IALJS Second Vice President; e-mail: <sims@journ.umass.edu>

Prof. David Abrahamson, Northwestern University (U.S.A.)
Secretary; e-mail: <d-abrahamson@northwestern.edu>

Prof. John S. Bak, Nancy-Université (France)
Founding IALJS President; e-mail: john.bak@univ-nancy2.fr>

CALL FOR PAPERS  Continued from previous page
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Please fill out form and return (by mail, fax or scanned e-mail attachment) with dues payment to address below.

Name _______________________________________________________ Title (Dr., Prof., Mr., Ms., Mrs., Miss) _____________

University_________________________________________________________________________________________________

School/Department _________________________________________________________________________________________

Work address (street, city, state/province, country) ________________________________________________________________

Home address (street, city, state/province, country) ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (include intl. code) Home ________________________ Work ________________________ Cell _____________________

Fax phone _____________________ E-mail address ______________________________________________________________

Area(s) of teaching/research interest ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Categories: The annual IALJS membership coincides with the calendar year (no pro-rating is available). Members
receive the Literary Journalism newsletter, the Literary Journalism Studies journal, all IALJS announcements and conference CFPs.

Please check category: _____ US$ 50: Regular Member (Faculty member)
_____ US$ 50: Associate Member (Professional member)
_____ US$ 25: Student Member (Master or Doctoral level)
_____ US$ 25: Retired Faculty Member
_____ US$100: Sponsoring Member (to support the IALJS general operating fund)

Please Note: Because your IALJS membership dues are apportioned to various publication accounts, as well as for operating expenses,
the U.S. Postal Service requires that you sign off on this procedure. Please sign below.

Signature ____________________________________________________________ Date ______________________________

PAYMENT METHODS: PayPal/Credit Cards or Check:

1. PayPal and Credit Cards:

Payments may be made via PayPal (and credit cards). Please see “Membership Payments” at http://www.ialjs.org. Please also fax
completed form (above) to Bill Reynolds, IALJS Treasurer, School of Journalism, Ryerson University: +01-416-979-5216.

2. Make Check Payable, in U.S. Funds only, to “IALJS”; please mail check with completed form to:

Bill Reynolds, IALJS Treasurer
School of Journalism, Ryerson University
350 Victoria Street
Toronto, Ontario
CANADA M5B 2K3

2011 IALJS Membership Form
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
LITERARY JOURNALISM STUDIES
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

(adopted 14 July 2006; latest version amended and adopted 13 May 2011)

CONSTITUTION

Preamble
In accordance with the scholarly, teaching and professional inter-
ests of its founding members, a new international learned society
dedicated to the study of Literary Journalism is hereby created.
Article 1: Name and Purpose
Section 1. The name of the organization shall be the International
Association for Literary Journalism Studies.
Section 2. The purpose of the organization shall be the improve-
ment of scholarly research and education in Literary Journalism.
To this end, members of the Association shall undertake the fol-
lowing objectives:
a. To foster scholarly research and inquiry in the field of Literary
Journalism and related areas.
b. To enhance the subject matter of courses related to Literary
Journalism and encourage the effectiveness of teaching at the
undergraduate and graduate levels.
c. To promote a sense of public service, professional responsibility
and freedom among practitioners of Literary Journalism and
those in academe.
d. To stimulate close relationships between the researchers and
teachers of these subjects and professional organizations and indi-
viduals.
e. To encourage the adoption and practice of high standards for
scholarship and teaching of these subjects, and an adequate sys-
tem of rewards and assurances for researchers and teachers to
support such standards.
f. To increase the understanding and awareness among profes-
sional and academic personnel of the importance of Literary
Journalism.
g. To attract to the study of these subjects a growing number of
able students.
h. To plan a program to further the improvement of and the prac-
tice and advancement of Literary Journalism.
Article 2: Membership
Section 1. Membership shall be by individuals and by educational
or professional organizations. Eligible individuals and organiza-
tions are those concerned principally with higher-education teach-
ing and/or research in those areas listed in Article 1. 
Section 2, and those in professional activities related to these sub-
ject areas.
Section 2. Membership classifications, qualifications, dues and

privileges shall be defined in the bylaws.
Article 3: Officers
Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be as follows:
President, First Vice President, Second Vice President,
Secretary, and Treasurer. The principal officer of the
Association shall be designated as its President and be chosen
in the manner prescribed in the bylaws. The President shall
perform the duties assigned to that position in the bylaws and
such other duties as may from time to time be determined by
the Association membership.
Section 2. The secondary officer of the Association shall be the
First Vice President, who shall perform the duties requested
by the President and shall serve as President should the prin-
cipal officer be absent from annual meeting or otherwise
unable to serve.
Section 3. The Second Vice President, the Secretary and the
Treasurer of the Association shall perform the duties assigned
in the bylaws and any others requested by the President.
Section 4. The officers, the Journal editor, the newsletter edi-
tor, the webmaster, the elected member of the Nominating
Committee, and the research, program, membership, liaison,
publicity, conference planning and graduate student chairs
shall constitute the Executive Committee of the Association,
which shall be vested with the authority to govern the
Association and to direct its affairs. The President shall serve
as chair of the Executive Committee. The Executive
Committee shall have the power to fill vacancies pro tempore
in its own membership. The outgoing President shall serve as
an ex-officio, non-voting member of the Executive Committee
for two years from the end of his or her term as Association
President. The outgoing President shall not be counted in
determining a quorum or in polling the Executive Committee
by phone or e-mail.
Article 4: Dues
Section 1. The officers shall have the right to apprise the need
for operating funds, from time to time, and, upon ratification
of such proposal by a simple majority of the membership vot-
ing at any annual meeting, to raise or lower annual dues as a
requirement for membership in the Association.
Article 5: Meetings
Section 1. Meetings shall be held as prescribed in the bylaws.

Continued on next page



T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  I A L J S

PAGE 24 LITERARY JOURNALISM / SUMMER 2011

Erskine May’s Parliamentary Procedure or Robert’s Rules of
Order will be the manual for parliamentary procedure in meet-
ings of the Association.
Section 5. Each regular member of the Association shall be
entitled to one vote in elections, and to one vote on all issues
or proposals presented at an annual or special meeting of the
Association.
Section 6. The Executive Committee shall meet at least once
during the annual Conference and at such other times as its
membership shall determine. For purposes of conducting busi-
ness of the Association, the President may present propositions
to the Executive Committee and poll its membership by e-mail
or phone. Such balloting shall constitute performance of the
advisory function of the Executive Committee between annual
meetings.
Article 3: Nominations and Elections
Section 1. The current First Vice President, who is the incoming
President of the Association, shall, with consultation of a two-
member Nominating Committee, present a list of nominees to
the Association President prior to the annual meeting. One
member of the Nominating Committee shall be elected at the
previous annual meeting and one shall be appointed by the
President.
Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to
invite nominations and develop a slate of nominees from the
Association’s regular membership prior to the annual meeting,
to present the slate at that meeting, inviting further nomina-
tions from the floor, and then to conduct the election of the
officers and Executive Committee members. Nominations to
the position of Second Vice President may be made from the
floor of the annual meeting. Upon completion of the election,
the nominating committee chair shall inform members of the
name of the winning candidates.
Section 3. Elections shall be held every two years at the annual
meeting. Only members of the Association shall be entitled to
vote in the election.
Section 4. A candidate for office shall be deemed elected if he
or she receives more votes than those cast for any other con-
tender for the office.
Section 5. Upon successful completion of an elected term of
office as First Vice President, the holder of that office shall
automatically succeed to, and possess all the rights and
responsibilities of, the office of President. His or her term as

Article 6: Amendments
Section 1. This constitution and its bylaws may be amended by
the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the members participat-
ing in any meeting at which a proposed amendment or
amendments is or are presented for action by the members.
Section 2. The President shall prepare and distribute the text of
the proposed amendment or amendments at least two weeks
before the meeting at which the amendment or amendments is
or are presented for consideration and action.
Article 7: Promulgation
Section 1. This constitution and its bylaws attached shall
become effective upon adoption by a two-thirds affirmative
vote of those members voting.
Article 8: Dissolution
Section 1. The organization may be dissolved by a two-thirds
vote of the membership present and voting at any annual
meeting.

BYLAWS

Article 1: Membership
Section 1. Classification of membership: Regular members,
who shall be faculty, staff or student members of institutions
engaged in Literary Journalism education at the college under-
graduate or graduate level, or persons in related professional
activities who have an interest in Literary Journalism teaching
and/or research.
Section 2. Funds of the Association shall be deposited with the
Association Treasurer, who will provide the facilities of his or
her office for their accounting. Other funds will be deposited
in appropriate separate accounts.
Section 3. A regular member is one whose dues are paid in
advance of the annual meeting.
Section 4. Only regular members are entitled to voting rights.
Article 2: Meetings
Section 1. The annual meeting of the Association shall be held
at a time and place specified by the Executive Committee.
Section 2. Special meetings of the Association may be called
and held in connection with any plan or activity designed to
carry out the stated functions of the Association, upon concur-
rence of a quorum of the Executive Committee.
Section 3. Decisions of the Association and its Executive
Committee shall be by majority vote of members present and
voting.
Section 4. At the discretion of the presiding officer, either Continued on next page
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duties of First Vice President until the next annual Association
meeting. The President will then name a new Second Vice
President with the advice and consent of the Executive
Committee. In the event both the President and First Vice
President are unable to complete their terms, any member of
the Executive Committee may convene a meeting of that body
and elect Association members to serve as President and First
Vice President until the next annual meeting.
Section 4. The Secretary shall take and keep the minutes of the
Association annual meeting, all Executive Committee meet-
ings and any other Association records, as well as perform any
other duties requested by the Association President.
Section 5. The Treasurer shall manage the financial affairs and
records of the Association, as well as perform any other duties
requested by the Association President.
Section 6. The Association’s Executive Committee shall consist
of the Association’s President, First Vice President, Second
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Journal editor, newsletter
editor, webmaster, the elected member of the Nominating
Committee, and research, program, membership, liaison, pub-
licity, conference planning and graduate student chairs, and
the Association’s outgoing President as an ex-officio, non-vot-
ing member. Members of the Executive Committee shall be
elected at an annual meeting to serve a term of two years,
from the time of the election at the annual meeting until the
time of election at the annual meeting two years hence. In the
event any member of the at-large membership of the Executive
Committee resigns or is unable to fulfill the functions of the
office, the Executive Committee shall fill the vacancy until the
next annual meeting at which time an Association member
shall be elected to serve the unexpired term.
Section 7. A quorum at a meeting at which all members of the
Executive Committee have been invited to attend in person
shall be five. For the purposes of conducting the Association’s
business, the President may present propositions to the
Executive Committee and poll all its members by e-mail or
phone. Such balloting shall constitute performance of the advi-
sory function of the Executive Committee between annual
meetings.
Section 8. Any member of the Executive Committee who does
not attend the Association convention may be removed from
office upon a recommendation by the Association President
and a majority vote of the members attending the annual
meeting. Once a position is declared vacant, the members will
elect another Association member to fill that unexpired term.

President will begin the day immediately following his or her
election.
Section 6. Upon successful completion of an elected term of
office as Second Vice President, the holder of that office shall
automatically succeed to, and possess all the rights and respon-
sibilities of, the First Vice President. His or her term as First Vice
President will begin the day immediately following his or her
election.
Article 4: Terms and Duties of Officers
Section 1. The President, First Vice President and Second Vice
President of the Association shall serve for two years from the
day after election at the annual meeting until the election at the
annual meeting two years hence. They shall not be eligible to
succeed themselves in office, although they may be re-elected to
the office after a period of two years. They shall be responsible
for planning and carrying out a program designed to accomplish
the purposes of the Association. The Association’s Secretary,
Treasurer, Journal editor, newsletter editor, webmaster, the elect-
ed member of the Nominating Committee, and the research,
program, membership, liaison, publicity, conference planning
and graduate student chairs shall serve for two years from the
day after election at the annual meeting until the election at the
annual meeting two years hence. They shall be eligible to suc-
ceed themselves in office.
Section 2. The President of the Association shall be the Executive
Officer of the Association and shall administer its affairs, with
the advice of the Executive Committee, including the appoint-
ment of any necessary committees. The President shall preside
at all meetings of the Association and the Executive Committee,
when present. He or she shall also preserve order, enforce the
Constitution and perform all duties of a presiding officer. All
contracts entered into by the association must be signed by both
the President and the Treasurer.
Section 3. It shall be the duty of the First Vice President to carry
out whatever tasks may be assigned to him or her by the
President for the purpose of accomplishing the stated objectives
of the Association. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the
President for any reason, the First Vice President shall assume
the title and duties of that office for the unexpired term until a
new President is chosen at the next regularly scheduled election.
The First Vice President shall preside, in the absence of the
President, at meetings of the Association and/or the Executive
Committee. In the event the First Vice President is unable to
complete the term of that office, or succeed to the position of
President, the Second Vice President shall assume the title and
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Ispent five years with my young chil-
dren in what I call the “mommy tun-
nel” of life before I returned to univer-

sity to pursue a master’s degree in cre-
ative writing. It was a demanding curricu-

lum, comprised of
a year of intense
literary scrutiny,
deconstruction,
criticism and edit-
ing, as well as the
never-ending writ-
ing and rewriting
of chapters of my
own manuscript.
As a former jour-

nalist and prospec-
tive novelist, it
caused me to seri-
ously contemplate
the fine line that

separates narrative nonfiction from cre-
ative writing. The techniques I had
learned to produce better fiction undoubt-
edly improved my approach to writing
nonfiction. Not all of the creative writing
curriculum translates to journalism, but if
I were asked to teach a course on the lat-
ter, there are two strategies I would bor-
row shamelessly from my master’s pro-
gram: the small writing group and an
emphasis on a meticulous point of view.

To some degree, writing narra-
tive nonfiction is an exercise in vulnera-
bility. The student who is cultivating the
nuances of dialogue, scene setting and
metaphor is by definition taking risks that
reveal his or her individuality. A comfort-
able group dynamic is, of course, a basic
precept of any writing class—the goal is
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to create a space in which students feel
safe reading their work. For reasons of
camaraderie and efficiency, however, I
would divide the class into smaller work-
shop groups of no more than eight stu-
dents each. Having done this, the groups
would remain constant throughout the
term, and the members would review
each others’ material weekly. Within each
workshop group, half of the members
would submit copies of their work to the
other members, who would be expected
to read, edit and critique the material for

the following week. In this same session,
the four pieces of work that had been sub-
mitted for critique the previous week
would then be read aloud. And after each
reading, the group would begin a round-
table discussion of the piece. 

This approach has several advan-
tages. First, it creates a secure environ-
ment that allows for experimentation
within the craft. Second, requiring fellow
students to scrutinize the work of their
colleagues encourages them to think
objectively about form and content, as
well as forcing them to deconstruct and

AN EXERCISE IN VULNERABILITY 
It was important to design a series of courses with an explicitly cumulative structure.
By Jennifer Russell, University of Warwick (United Kingdom)

edit a number of different styles on a reg-
ular basis. Third, it builds the confidence
of the novice authors—sooner or later,
they will trust the group to be firm but
fair with their material. Fourth, the con-
tract to present work for criticism is an
individual responsibility to the entire
group, not simply to the instructor.
Having a commitment to seven other
classmates reinforces the conviction that a
journalist cannot wait for inspiration to
strike. Good work has to be written to
deadlines. Ultimately, this small work-
shop dynamic simultaneously not only
cultivates writers and editors, but also
fosters professional responsibility and
trust between classmates.

Largely because it continues to
haunt me whenever I write or read narra-
tive nonfiction, the second technique I
would employ in the journalism class-
room is point of view. Before I took the
creative writing course, I thought I had a
thorough understanding of this technique.
I did not. Of course, some aspects of the
strategy for developing this perspective of
narrative must be adapted to literary jour-
nalism. For instance, the student will not
be manufacturing the thought process of
her subjects. She may, however, ask a sub-
ject what he was thinking at the time of
the incident and use his response as an
interior monologue. Fine. But if she does
this, she had better consider editing his
comments so that they correspond to no
more than his knowledge of the exterior
action. For example, the subject might say,
“I suppose I was worried the car would

TEACHING
TIPS

Group work
creates a secure environment

that allows for
experimentation within

the craft
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