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The social quality of IALJS conferences has
always attracted me. At our wonderful
meeting in Paris in May, I saw friends

that I first met right after my undergraduate
education—Chuck
Whitney and I
worked together
for a while at UPI
in Minneapolis—as
well as friends I
have met through
this organization.

We have more
opportunities to
get together before
next year’s gather-
ing in Minneapolis.
Josh Roiland has
organized a panel
for the AEJMC
meeting, 6-9 August

2014 in Montreal. John Bak and David
Abrahamson have drawn together a round
table to discuss “Literary Journalism:
Explaining Second Cities to Themselves” at the
ESSE meeting in Kosice, Slovakia, on 1
September. And Rob Alexander will shortly be
sending out a call for papers for the 2015
ACLA meeting. 

Becoming president of IALJS is a
humbling honor. I want to thank everyone who
has made the organization work so well over
the years. Bill Dow and his crew from the
American University of Paris did a great job on
IALJS-9. Amy Wilentz gave a fascinating
keynote, and I hope we see her again at future
conferences.

I want to thank Bill Reynolds for his
term as president. Fortunately for us, Bill will
continue his service as editor of our journal,
Literary Journalism Studies. He takes over from
John Hartsock, who has shaped a publication

that can be
extremely valu-
able to senior
scholars, to
emerging
scholars and to
those trying to
figure out what
we’re talking
about here.

And I want
to thank David
Abrahamson,
who called me
up one day at home in 2007 to tell me
about this new international organization
devoted to scholarship on literary jour-
nalism. He asked me to give the keynote
address at the conference in Paris. I owe a
lot to David, as does this organization.

He’s been a force of Nature. I want to per-
sonally thank him.

Next year we’ll be in Minnesota
at the University of St. Thomas. If Paris is
the city of lights, then Minneapolis is the
city of lakes. Maybe I’ll get a chance to
take some of you for a paddle in a canoe.
Tom Connery is organizing the gathering,
which will be our 10th conference. On
this special occasion, we can celebrate a
decade of international scholarship. I
hope you can all attend.

Sadly, in recent months we lost
two treasured colleagues. John Tulloch,
the former head of the school of journal-
ism at the University of Lincoln in
England, died at 67. Sam Riley, a Virginia
Tech journalism professor and frequent

FUTURE SITES FOR
ANNUAL MEETINGS

IIAALLJJSS--1100:: University of St.
Thomas, Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A,
7-9 May 2015.

IIAALLJJSS--1111:: Pontifícia Universidade
Católica do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto
Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil 19-21
May 2016).

IIAALLJJSS--1122:: Universitat de
Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, 11-13 May
2017 (pending).

IIAALLJJSS--1133:: Brock University, St.
Catharines, Ontario, Canada, 17-19 May
2018 (pending).

IIAALLJJSS--1144:: University of Nova
Gorica, Slovenia, 9-11 May 2019 (pend-
ing).

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT FOR 2014
We are happy to be able to report that
our association’s membership, as of 31
May 2014, including all IALJS-9 atten-
dees at the Paris conference, totals 149
members (up from 133 last year) from
22 countries around the globe. More
that 56% are not from the U.S.
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PRESIDENT’S
LETTER

BECOMING PRESIDENT
IS A HUMBLING HONOR
Thank you to those who went before,
and a look at our bright future.

By Norman Sims,
University of Massachusetts - Amherst (U.S.A.)

WWW.IALJS.ORG

Bill Dow
and his crew from the
American University

of Paris did a great job hosting
our IALJS-9

Continued on Page 4

           



ABOVE, BY AN UNANIMOUS VOTE NORMAN SIMS
(RIGHT), PROFESSOR EMERITUS FROM
THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS - AMHERST,
WAS ELECTED THE PRESIDENT OF 
IALJS. THE TERM OF OFFICE WILL INLCUDE
SERVICE FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS. THIS 
PHOTO CAPTURED THE RITUAL
MOMENT WHEN FORMER
PRESIDENT BILL REYNOLDS OF
RYERSON UNIVERSITY
IN TORONTO, CANADA
PASSED THE RARELY SEEN
CEREMONIAL IALJS
GAVEL TO NORM. 

BELOW LEFT, JOHN HARTSOCK OF SUNY, 
CORTLAND (U.S.A.) WAS GIVEN A

PLAQUE TO  EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE
FOR HIS WONDERFUL SERVICE

AS THE FOUNDING EDITOR 
OF THE ASSOCIATION’S JOURNAL,

LITERARY JOURNALISM STUDIES.
BELOW RIGHT, BILL REYNOLDS PRESENTED

AMY WILENTZ, THE IALJS-9 KEYNOTE
SPEAKER WITH THE TRADITIONAL

TOKEN OF OUR APPRECIATION,
THE MOLESKINE NOTEBOOK

CONTAINING A USEFUL MAP OF THE
CITY IN WHICH THE ANNUAL

MEETING IS HELD—IN THIS CASE, PARIS.
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The ninth edition of our annual confer-
ence took place at the American
University of Paris from May 15 to 17.

A record number of participants, among
whom many new faces, and an exceptional
location within walking distance from the
Eiffel Tower, contributed to the success of the

conference. We
had the immense
privilege of being
welcomed by
Professor Celeste
Schenk, President
of the American
University of
Paris, who greeted
us with a particu-
larly eloquent
address. The
morning reached

another climax
with the inspira-
tional keynote lec-
ture of Professor
Amy Wilentz, from

the University of California, at Irvine, entitled
“Keeping Faith with the Truth: Writing
Literary Journalism in the Post-Print World.”
The morning definitely set the tone for a fas-
cinating conference.

Paris is clearly an attraction, to wit
the number of proposals received: 82 propos-
als (69 work-in-progress and 13 research
paper proposals) were submitted, and we
accepted 38, which brought our acceptance
rate down to 46%. The accepted proposals
originated from nineteen countries (France,
the United States, Canada, Poland, Norway,
Ireland, Greece, Denmark, Belgium, Portugal,
Germany, Brazil, Slovenia, Spain, Australia,
Great Britain, Sweden, Australia and
Finland). IALJS is thus reaffirming its interna-
tional mission of bringing together scholars
from across the globe.

2014 IALJS ANNUAL CONVENTION IN PARIS
The American University of Paris hosts our ninth international conference.

By Isabelle Meuret, Université Libre de Bruxelles (Belgium)

Literary Journalism
Summer 2014 Vol 8 No 3
Editors: Bill Reynolds and David Abrahamson
ISSN 1941-1030 (print)
ISSN 1941-1049 (online)
© 2014 The Newsletter of the International Association
for Literary Journalism Studies. All rights reserved.
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THE MAIN MEETING ROOM AT
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
OF PARIS FOR IALJS-9
WAS THE GRAND 
SALON IN A VINTAGE 
BUILDING OWNED 
BY THE UNIVERSITY 
ON AVENUE BOSQUET. 
THE BEAUTIFUL ROOM HELD
CLOSE TO 60 PEOPLE AND, 
WITH AN EXPANSIVE 
MURAL PAINTED ON THE
CEILING, IT SEEMED
LIKE THE PERFECT
VENUE FOR SCHOLARLY
DISCOURSE AND 
IMAGINATIVE DISCUSSIONS
IN A UNIQUE ATMOSPHERE
OF WARMTH,
HOSPITALITY
AND COLLEGIALITY.
BY ALL AVAILABLE
ACCOUNTS, A SPENDID 
TIME WAS 
HAD BY ALL.

FAR LEFT, JUAN DOMINGUEZ OF THE PONTIFÍCIA UNIVERSIDADE CATÓLICA DO
RIO GRANDE DO SUL IN PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL SPOKE OF HIS
UNIVERSITY’S PLANS TO HOST IALJS-11 IN 2016. HE POINTED OUT THAT
PORTO ALEGRE, A SMALL CITY BY BRAZILIAN STANDARDS,
WITH A POPULATION OF ONLY 3 MILLION, ENJOYS A TEMPERATE
RATHER THAN TROPICAL CLIMATE. NEAR LEFT,
AWARD COMMITTE CHAIR ISABEL SOARES OF THE UNIVERSIDADE 
DE LISBOA PRESENTED ROB ALEXANDER OF BROCK 
UNIVERSITY (CANADA) THE 2014 PRIZE FOR THE
ARTICLE IN THE ASSOCIATION’S LITERARY
JOURNALISM NEWSLETTER. ROB’S PIECE 
WAS ENTITLED “A NEW PERIODICAL IS 
WORTHY OF ATTENTION:
THE AMERICAN READER DEBUTS, 
AND ITS MEASURE 
IS TAKEN”

ABOVE LEFT, SIX UNDERGRADUATES FROM NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY’S MEDILL SCHOOL PARTICPATED IN THE CONFERENCE,
INCLUDING A PAIR OF PRESENTATIONS AT FRIDAY MORNING’S “BREAKFAST FOR YOUR THOUGHTS.” 
ABOVE CENTER, RESEARCH CHAIR ISABELLE MEURET PRESENTS THE 2014 GREENBERG PRIZE TO CHRIS WILSON OF 
BOSTON COLLEGE FOR HIS PAPER “FIND EMMA LARKIN.” ABOVE RIGHT, TOM CONNERY OUTLINES THE
ATRTRACTIONS OF MINNEAPOLIS, WHERE HIS SCHOOL, THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS
WILL HOST THE 2105 ANNUAL MEETING, IALJS-10, NEXT YEAR.

Continued on next page

IALJS-9 CONFERENCE Continued from previous page
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IALJS-9 CONFERENCE Text continued from Page 2

PRESIDENT’S LETTER Continued from Page 1

We also received more panel pro-
posals this year than for any previous IALJS
conference. There were 10 panels in the final
program, which were organized by scholars
from six different countries, and included
panelists from a total of twelve. A number of
the panels broached topics not yet explored
in literary journalism research, among which
activism, the digital age, justice and sexuality.
Moreover, two panels were bilingual (French-
English), a first and original experience to
meet prominent “local” scholars and offer an
opportunity to organize panels in the lan-
guage of the host country. William Dow and
John Bak were instrumental in putting
together these panels and in facilitating the
networking process. We are particularly
thankful to Léonard Leung Chong Wo,
Kamila Louadj and Elise Vallier, for their
excellent translation work, kind assistance,
and logistic help.

The record number of panels at
IALJS-9 led to the organization of three
(instead of two at previous conferences) con-
current panels. This was also a first, but mod-
erators reported that their panels were never-
theless well attended, and that audiences
engaged and generated lively and thought-
provoking discussions. Also, we were
delighted to single out the Conference Host
Panel’s session, chaired this time by William
Dow: “Literary Journalism and the Book,”
and moderated by John Ferré, as well as the
President’s Panel, “Inverting the Margins:
Five Female Journalists Bring the Outside to
the Center of the World.” Bill Reynolds had
chosen to highlight the panel devoted to
female literary journalists for the second
time, reaffirming thereby the important con-
tributions made by women to the genre.

From the diversity of our panels,
we noticed some new directions. Indeed, lit-
erary journalism has definitely established its
own pedigree as a discipline. Consequently,
we seem to have moved beyond discussions
of the term itself and are now devoting more
time to other subjects, the challenges of the
post-print age topping the list. By way of
illustration, the panel on digital literary jour-
nalism initiated by Josh Roiland and moder-
ated by Roberto Herrscher, was undoubtedly
one of the conference’s highlights. A work-in-
progress session, moderated by Juan
Domingues, devoted to literary journalism
for and from the margins, also proved to be a
thought provoking and stimulating session
gathering four young scholars. Questions of
gender, race, justice and rhetoric, were also
central in several discussions, while the

teaching panel, put together by John Hanc,
devoted this time to the “new narratives,”
has become a staple at our annual confer-
ences. 

This year we were also blessed with
the presence of a group of six enthusiastic
undergraduate students from the Medill
School of Journalism at Northwestern
University. Alyssa Brewer, Lauren Lindstrom,
Yunita Ong, Chelsea Peng, Sarah Turbin and
Emily Wickwire, were all granted this amaz-
ing opportunity to meet key actors in the
French media and to join the conference
thanks to efforts of their dedicated professor,
David Abrahamson. The students brilliantly
presented their ongoing research at the
“Breakfast for Your Thoughts,” moderated by
Josh Roiland, a unique opportunity to share
their work with senior researchers, among
whom Norman Sims, Tom Connery, Bill
Reynolds, John Hartsock, William Dow, Rob
Alexander and David Abrahamson. The ses-
sion was also particularly well attended by
an impressive number of graduate students.
Many interesting views and comments were
exchanged on that occasion, around a
gourmet buffet of crunchy croissants,
brioches and petits pains.

For the second year, IALJS has been
able to offer four awards (including cash
prizes) to their members for remarkable con-
tributions to research in literary journalism
studies. Four scholar prizes were granted in
Paris: The Greenberg prize went to
Christopher P. Wilson, for best research arti-

AUP’S BILL DOW 

10,000 innocent bystanders a year were
killed in cross-fires between drug dealers
and police at that time in Colombia—so
Cartagena wasn’t my cup of tea. In the
New York Times obituary for Gabriel
García Márquez, however, they men-
tioned his brother Jaime was director of
the “Gabriel García Márquez New
Journalism Foundation” in Cartagena.
The New Journalism Foundation.  It
makes me wonder why the obituaries
never mentioned that aspect of his writ-
ing.

I hope that we, as an organiza-
tion, can help restore the correct history of
writers such as Gabriel García Márquez
by giving our common language a term
for what he wrote.    ©

mentor to us all, died at 74. We will miss
them both. 

I want to mention the loss of
another in the world of letters. Gabriel
García Márquez died on 17 April at the
age of 87. His obituaries in the New York
Times and on National Public Radio in the
U.S. barely mentioned his journalism.
Twenty years ago or so, I was a guest
speaker at a book fair in Bogotá,
Colombia. I did not have to explain what
“literary journalism” meant, as one would
in the United States. They knew what lit-
erary journalism meant—it was what
Gabriel García Márquez did. While I was
there, I met his brother, Jaime Abello, who
invited me to Cartagena to teach about lit-
erary journalism. I was told that about

cle; the Best Paper by a Graduate Student
prize went to William Roberts; the Best
Article in Literary Journalism Studies in 2013
was awarded to Josh Roiland, and the Best
Article in the Literary Journalism newsletter
was granted to Robert Alexander.
Congratulations to all of them, whose exper-
tise contributes to the advancement of liter-
ary journalism studies.

As Research Chair of the associa-
tion, I have been honored to serve the associ-
ation for two years, and I am pleased to now
hand over the position to Josh Roiland. After
two years in Europe, we will be back in the
Western Hemisphere for the next two years,
in Minneapolis in 2015, and then in Porto
Alegre, Brazil in 2016.    ©
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About Journal i sm – Sur le journal i sme – Sobre jornal i smo

Internat ional s cho lar ly journal

http://surlejournalisme.com/rev

Call for papers

Editor ia ls and Publ i c Debate
Starting date: May 15, 2014

Deadline for submission of article summaries: July 15, 2014
Deadline for submission of complete papers: November 15, 2014

Editors of this
issue:

Gilles Gauthier (Laval University, Canada)
gilles.gauthier@ulaval.ca

David Pritchard (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, United States)
pritchar@uwm.edu

Constantin Salavastru (Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Romania)
csalav@uaic.ro

This issue devoted to editorials seeks to examine a genre that is important to journalists, but that
draws relatively little attention from scholars of journalism. Historians comb through editorials to
reconstruct the "climate of opinion" of about various issues in different eras and socio-political 
contexts, and discourse analysts use editorials to identify and characterize discursive processes.
But journalism scholars have not made editorials the subject of much study. We know relatively
little about the characteristics of editorials, the conditions of their production, how they have
evolved, and how they contribute to public debate. Contributions to this issue are invited in any of
three broad areas:

1. Characteristics of editorials.
2. The impact of editorials.
3. The evolution of editorials.

Please indicate your interest in this issue of AAbboouutt JJoouurrnnaall ii ssmm –– SSuurr ll ee jjoouurrnnaall ii ssmmee –– SSoobbrree
jjoorrnnaall ii ssmmoo by sending a two-page summary of your article proposal to the guest editors
before July 15, 2014, at the following email addresses:

gilles.gauthier@ulaval.ca or pritchar@uwm.edu or csalav@uaic.ro

Summaries and articles may be submitted in English, French, Spanish or Portuguese. The deadline
for submission of complete articles (between 30,000 and 50,000 characters, including references
and footnotes) is November 15, 2014. Articles should be submitted electronically at:
http://surlejournalisme.com/rev/index.php/slj/author/submit/1.
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President Bill Reynolds called the 2014
annual business meeting of the
International Association for Literary

Journalism Studies to order at 5:03 p.m. It was
moved and seconded to approve the minutes
from the 2013 IALJS annual meeting at
University of Tampere in Finland, and the
motion carried unanimously. Bill then thanked
Bill Dow of the American University of Paris
for his extraordinarily successful efforts as the
host of IALJS-9, and a standing ovation fol-
lowed.

David Abrahamson gave the annual
treasurer’s report. The current bank balance is
$54,434.54, which includes $16,022.02 in an
interest-bearing savings account and $30,149.98
in certificates of deposit. There is also a $1,000
balance in the association’s PayPal account.
Pending accounts payable include approxi-
mately $6,000 for the printing and mailing of
the 2014 issues of the journal and $5,500
expenses for IALJS-9, including $4,500 for the
Friday Banquet. The association currently has
149 members (up from 133 last year) from 22
countries. Forty-four percent are from the
United States, and 56 percent from nations
other than the U.S. Attendance of IALJS-9 was
102, up from 57 last year.

Research Chair Isabelle Meuret
reported 38 acceptances from a total of 82
research paper and work-in-progress submis-
sions for IALJS-9, an acceptance rate of 46 per-
cent. Isabelle thanked the 2014 jury members
for their work, as well as the members of the
Greenberg Prize jury, which awarded the 2014
honor to Chris Wilson of Boston College.
Isabelle also presented the 2014 Prize for the
Best Research Paper by a Graduate Student to
William Roberts of the University of Sydney.
Program Chair Rob Alexander reported that 10
panels (from 15 proposed) were programmed
this year. He also noted that organizing the
panels into concurrent sessions, as well as the
inclusion of two bilingual panels, seemed to
work well. In addition, he suggested that we
continue to include a panel on pedagogy.

Awards Chair Isabel Soares
explained the work of her committee and
thanked its members for their work. She then
presented two new IALJS awards: the 2014
Prize for the Best Article in Literary Journalism
Studies, the association’s journal, to Josh

Roiland of the University of Maine, and the
2013 Prize for the Best Article in Literary
Journalism, the association’s newsletter, to Rob
Alexander of Brock University. She also report-
ed that altogether the four awards, including
their honoraria and stipends, will cost the asso-
ciation $1,000 each year. Publicity Chair
Lindsay Morton of Avondale College
(Australia) then spoke about the possibilities
presented by social media.

Retiring Literary Journalism Studies
editor John Hartsock reported that the journal’s
Spring 2014 issue (Vol. 6, No. 1) had been
mailed prior to the conference and that the
journal’s acceptance rate is a credible 33 per-
cent. He was then given an appreciative plaque
by Bill Reynolds, who will succeed him.
Associate editors Roberta and Miles Maguire
reported they are working on the interface 0f
their bibliography project. Nancy L. Roberts,
the LJS book review editor, reported that she is
very open to suggestions for books of and
about literary journalism to review. David
reported that the quarterly newsletter, Literary
Journalism, continues to prosper. Bill reported
that the web site, IALJS.ORG, continues to be
very useful and that our webmaster, Nick
Jackson, is doing a superb job.

Graduate Committee Chair Tobias
Eberwein sent word that the Friday breakfast
for graduate student members was a success.
Tom Connery reported that, as IALJS-10 Host
Committee Chair, he and the University of St.
Thomas are looking forward to welcoming the
association to Minneapolis next year on 7-9
May 2015. Juan Dominquez reported that the
Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio
Grande do Sul in Porto Alegre, Brazil is already
planning to host IALJS-11 on 19-21 May 2016.

Joint programming was the next
item on the agenda. Rob Alexander reported
the successful IALJS panel at the American
Comparative Literature Association meeting at
New York University in March and mentioned
there will be a call soon for an IALJS session at
next year’s ACLAconference in April 2015 in
Seattle. Josh Roiland reported that there will be
an all-morning IALJS session in August 2014 at
the Association for Education in Journalism
and Mass Communication convention in
Montreal and that AEJMC will meet in San
Francisco in 2015. John Bak noted that there

will be an IALJS session at the biennial confer-
ence of the European Society for the Study of
English (ESSE) in September 2014 in Kosice,
Slovakia; the 2016 ESSE meeting will be in
Galway, Ireland.

There being no old business, under
new business it was reported that Alice
Trindade will chair a committee which will rec-
ommend ways the association can celebrate its
10th anniversary next year at IALJS-10. There
was also some discussion about the member-
ship and registration fees the association
charges students that noted the different cultur-
al traditions of various countries’ academies;
no motion was offered. In addition, Beate
Josephi mentioned that there may be a literary
journalism session at the International
Association for Media and Communication
Research in Montreal in August 2015.

There being no further new business,
a call for nominations from the floor was fol-
lowed by a motion by Tom Connery to elect by
acclamation the slate of officers and chairs for
2014-2016 proposed by the Nominations
Committee. Seconded by John Hartsock, the
motion carried unanimously, electing PRESI-
DENT Norman Sims; FIRST VICE PRESI-
DENT Isabel Soares; SECOND VICE PRESI-
DENT Tom Connery; TREASURER Bill
Reynolds, SECRETARY David Abrahamson;
RESEARCH COMMITTEE CHAIR Josh
Roiland; PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHAIR
Rob Alexander; PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
CHAIR Lindsay Morton; and LITERARY
JOURNALISM STUDIES EDITOR Bill
Reynolds. Bill then passed the ceremonial
gavel to the new IALJS President Norm Sims. 

Newly installed IALJS President
Norm Sims delivered a thoughtful acceptance
speech, offered a reminder that we hope to see
everyone in Minneapolis in May 2015 and at
5:57 p.m. called for a motion of adjournment,
which was moved, seconded and unanimous-
ly approved. ©

Respectfully Submitted

David Abrahamson, Secretary
International Association for 
Literary Journalism Studies

IALJS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Minutes from meeting held at IALJS-9 in Paris, France on 16 May 2014.

By David Abrahamson, Northwestern University (U.S.A.)
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FINDING THE HÔTEL D’ANGLETERRE
Another serendipitous moment in the history of IALJS.

By Isabel Soares, Universidade de Lisboa (Portugal)

It is 2007. IALJS is now more than a
project born out of a declaration of
good intentions shared among a group

of literary journalism studies enthusiasts
the year before. Although it is the second
time ever that a scholarly conference
devoted to literary journalism has been

held, it is the
first time there
is one under
the umbrella of
a defining
name, “Inter-
national Asso-
ciation for
Literary
Journalism
Studies.” The
name is a sanc-
tifying, sanc-
tioning proof of
existence: IALJS
exists, therefore
it is. And the

rite of passage into being happened in
Paris at 56 Rue Jacob, the location of
Centre d’Histoire de Sciences Po, one of
the buildings of our host institution, the
prestigious Institut d’Etudes Politiques de
Paris, known around the globe by its
diminutive Scien-ces Po.

The enthusiasm of that conference

must have eclipsed
the fact that such
unpretentious build-
ing was once the
Hôtel d’York, where
in 1783, another
great rite of passage
was sanctified and
sanctioned: the
Treaty of Paris grant-
ing independence to
the United States.
Back in 2007, IALJS
was so immersed in
its own history mak-
ing that little importance was given to
what it meant to be on Rue Jacob.

Indeed, in 1777, Benjamin Franklin
resided at the Hôtel de Hambourg, a

mere two doors away from 56 and the
British Embassy was housed at number
44. Rumour has it that the inner garden at
44 was where Franklin, John Adams and
John Jay concocted the peace treaty
between Britain and its then North
American colonies. 

In 1814 the British embassy
moved to Rue Saint Honoré, and number
44 became a hotel: the Hotel Jacob, later
Hôtel Jacob et d’Angleterre, today simply
Hôtel d’Angle-
terre. The inner
garden remained:
Washington Ir-
ving and Hem-
ingway having
probably sat there
during their
sojourns at the
hotel. And I can-
not help but won-
der about those
nineteenth-century Portuguese New
Journalists—whose love of Paris and all
things French— made them frequent visi-
tors to the capital. Did they also rest
there?

As it happens, Rue Jacob is at the
heart of the Sixth Arrondissement, the
intellectual Parisian hub with its literary
cafés and charming hotels. Portuguese
New Journalists of the 19th century were
as familiar with Paris as they were with
Lisbon. Francophiles to their marrow,
they deified Zola, Flaubert and Hugo.

REFLECTIVE
ESSAY

Continued on next page

We were on
the historic Paris street

where in 1783
Great Britain granted America

its independence
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They enjoyed the
boulevards and
stayed at the best
hotels.
Paradoxically,
however, they
devoted part of
their New
Journalism to writ-
ing about England
and London as the
epitome of duplici-
ty: the world’s
financial capital,
the metropolis of
the greatest, largest
empire ever and simultaneously the abyss
of the East End so crudely described by
Jack London, Henry Mayhew or W. T.
Stead. They wrote of an imperial Britain
whose conquering means included
spreading hotels with names such as
d’Angleterre or Britannic all over the
world. 

In 2007, I came to 56 Rue Jacob to
talk about them and their hideous
London. The presentation was polished
into a chapter in  Literary Journalism Across
the Globe edited by IALJS’s John Bak and
Bill Reynolds. And life moved on.

* * *
It is 2014. IALJS has come of age and

returns home to Paris: the wondrous real-
ization that IALJS is so much more than

what we could have predicted. There is
an informal rendezvous at a bistro at 35

Rue Jacob, a celebratory finale of another
conference among friends whose paths
have crossed because of literary journal-
ism. Just opposite number 35, there it is:
the Hôtel d’Angleterre. I am suddenly
reminded why I am an enthusiast of liter-
ary journalism. My mind goes back to a
time when Eça de Queirós and his fellow
Portuguese New Journalists—the ones
who made me cross the threshold leading
to literary journalism—were there. I dine
with my dear IALJS colleagues, all the
while warmed by memories of New
Journalism and the things that an inner
garden opposite the street may have wit-
nessed. Home is there, too.    ©

ANGLETERRE  Continued from previous page

I am
warmed by memories of

the historic hotel
and the things its inner garden may

have witnessed



T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  I A L J S

PAGE 10 LITERARY JOURNALISM / SUMMER 2014

With a program the size of the
paperback edition of In Cold
Blood listing more than 300 sem-

inars and a double-columned index of
panelists 35-pages long, this year’s
American Comparative Literature
Association’s conference, held March 20

to 23 at New York
University, was a
monster. And
once again, for the
fifth time in six
years, the IALJS
was there. 

In keeping
with the confer-
ence theme of
“Capitals,” the
IALJS-sponsored
session, entitled
“Global Literary
Journalism and its
Capitals,” asked

participants to consider the diverse ways
in which capital (and capitals) have
informed the production, circulation,

reception, and study of literary journalism
past, present, and future.

A slate of ten panelists from five
countries responded to the call with a
stunning collection of papers, introducing
those in attendance to an exciting array of
authors, themes, and approaches to liter-
ary journalism studies.

Topics covered in the three-day
seminar included a rigorous analysis of
the work of contemporaries Albert
Londres and Jack London, a comparison
of the representation of the poor in the
ethnographic realism of American anthro-

IALJS
OUTREACH

IALJS/ACLA AT NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
A successful joint session at the American Comparative Literature Association annual meeting.

By Joshua Roiland, Notre Dame University (U.S.A.)

pologist Oscar Lewis and the subversive
testimonio of the Cuban literary journalist
Miguel Barnet, and a look at the renewed
popularity of crônicas in Latin America in
the past decade, and particularly the way
this genre today addresses questions of
the “local” in the context of global class
struggle. Still on the topic of the local—
and wonderfully fitting for a conference
room overlooking NYU’s emblematic
Washington Square—another paper
offered a Village-centered archaeology of
the term “hipster” through its various
bohemian, beat, punk and contemporary
incarnations in literary journalism and
other genres. 

Participants were also treated to
a reevaluation of a significant but neglect-
ed work of the literary journalism of the
Vietnam War, John Sack’s 1965 Esquire
article “M,” and a consideration of the
place of the Cold War African photojour-
nalism of Ryszard Kapuscinski in relation
to his career and reputation, as well as
discussions of the construction of
Brazilian national identity in the crônicas

of João do Rio (1881-
1921), and speculation
on the rhetorically dis-
ruptive effects of
hypothetical represen-
tations in the other-
wise strictly factual
representations in lit-
erary journalism. 

Through a
video link to Poland,
participants were
introduced to Polish
writer Mariusz
Szczygiel’s “intertex-
tual journalism,” that
is, journalistic writing
that shifts its focus
from the empirical
world to its textual

NYU’S ICONIC 
WASHINGTON SQUARE
ARCH IS THE SITE
OF ACTIVITIES 
OF EVERY POSSIBLE SORT. 

Continued on next page

One paper
was wonderfully fitting for

a conference in
Greenwich Village: a study of

the term “hipster”
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and cultural representations. This blur-
ring of the line between the journalistic
real and its others was the subject of a
thoughtful presentation on the work of
Spanish author and journalist Juan José
Millás whose articuentos have appeared in
Spain’s largest circulation daily newspa-
per El País for the last two decades, offer-
ing a bracing counter-narrative to the

daily news.
This year’s meeting of the ACLA

was its biggest ever. But despite its size,
the conference’s unique seminar system,
in which panelists meet in daily two-hour
sessions, prompted a productive discus-
sion of various themes – probably the
most prevalent of which was the potential
of literary journalism as an activist genre
– and encouraged a warm sense of schol-
arly mission and collegiality. 

Panelists included William Dow
(American University of Paris), Holly
Schreiber (Indiana University), Maria
Pichon Rivière (New York University),
Josh Roiland (University of Notre Dame),
Bill Reynolds (Ryerson University), Sheila
Skaff (Columbia University), Vera
Harabagi Hanna (Universidade
Presbiteriana Mackenzie, São Paulo),
Jovana Zujevic (Georgetown University),

THE ANNAUL IALJS/ACLA GATHERINGS
ARE BECOMING A STANDING
TRADITION, AS IS THE DE RIGEUR GROUP
PHOTO. THIS YEAR, HOWEVER,
THE PICTURE WAS ABLE TO INCLUDE
AN ILAJS MEMBER PRESENT
VIA A VIDEO LINK FROM KRAKOW,
POLAND. BELOW, FROM LEFT 
TO RIGHT, ROB ALEXANDER, SHEILA
SKAFF, HOLLY SCHREIBER, 
VERA HANNA, JOVANA ZUJEVIC, MARIA
PICHON RIVIÈRE AND  BILL
REYNOLDS. ON SCREEN: MATEUSZ ZIM-
NOCH. MISSING FROM THE 
PHOTO ARE WILLIAM DOW AND 
JOSH ROILAND.

IALJS/ACLA Continued from previous page

Rob Alexander (Brock University), and,
by way of a video link from Kraków,
Mateusz Zimnoch (Jagiellonian
University).

The University of Washington
will host the 2015 ACLA meeting at the
Sheraton Seattle, March 26-29, 2015.    ©
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LITERARY JOURNALISM IN SWEDEN
There are some promising signs that there are better times ahead.

By Kristina Lundgren, Södertörn University (Sweden)

Though the term narrative journalism
is more common than literary jour-
nalism in Sweden, we have a long

tradition of fiction authors working as
journalists. 

Perhaps the most well known
are the early August Strindberg and later

the group of prole-
tarian writers in
the interwar peri-
od. They support-
ed their fiction
writing with arti-
cles based on their
own experiences
in that golden age
of Swedish press
when Stockholm’s
ten daily newspa-
pers had huge
Sunday supple-
ments. They were
filled with a great

deal of original reporting, and much of it
is still worth reading.  

After the Second World War,
radio and television broadcasting became
the dominant journalistic forms. More-
over, public service—with the demands
for objectivity and impartiality—created
the ideal of an impersonalized voice. With
closure of many newspapers during
the1950s, some of the best reportage
appeared in the union press. Despite the
pressures for increased professionaliza-
tion, many journalists of the 1960s gener-
ation tried to combine investigative meth-
ods with long-form literary techniques,
and for some decades a number of maga-
zines  flourished. 

And then came the Internet and
the crisis for the printed press—or more
precisely, for newspapers. At the same
time that newspapers are being closed  in
Sweden, new magazines are born almost
every day, many focused on lifestyle and
leisure topics. 

At a seminar on literary journal-
ism in Gothenburg in 2013, one of the
journalists claimed that it was all this
lifestyle journalism that as long ago as
2005 destroyed the free-lance market for

good writing. She claimed that since then
it has been harder and harder to get paid
for a long text built on decent research.
And, of course. she is at least partly right.
Faced with multimedia technologies and
competition from continuously updated
web sites, the space for an in-depth narra-
tive journalism has shrunk to almost
nothing.

But there are some good signs.
Before sitting down to write this text, I
spent my breakfast with the Sunday’s
newspapers; they were filled with the
ordinary news and, of course, the special
weekend stuff. But there were also several
longer, well reported articles. Indeed,
ambitious, in-depth journalism is fre-

quently mentioned as one solution to the
newspaper crisis. For example, over the
last years there has been a great interest
in documentaries. This has
been reflected in the grow-
ing number of documen-
tary programs in the
Swedish radio and televi-
sion broadcasting, as well
as in the cinema. It is very
likely that this has had an
influence on the thinking
of many editors of
Swedish newspapers.

Since last autumn
we have seen some notice-
able efforts to turn the tide
in the printed press, often
in collaboration with new
techniques. One growing
example is the use of info-
graphic illustrations for
presentating huge masses

of data-
based
facts,
while
the use
of  space
for text
focuses
on the use of narrative explanations of
more complicated and human contexts.
Another example is asking  readers to
report mistakes by companies and gov-
ernment authorities. Both these tech-
niques are uncovering new and untold
stories which have been material for more
ambitious multipart articles. Some of
these—such as Maciej Zaremba’s five-part
article on a health care system—have also
been sold as books. And with the new
boom of pocket books, print-on-demand
books and e-books, many journalists are
writing their own books of literary jour-
nalism.

What about the traditional pub-
lishing form of reportage in classical mag-
azines? There are not many left today.
And those that are, are all monthly now
instead of weekly. But I am happy to be
able to report that very recently a
Swedish edition of Granta has started in
collaboration with the U.K. and ten other
countries. That is really promising!    ©

AROUND THE
WORLD

One good
development is that multipart

articles of
literary journalism often later

appear as books
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http://www.news-gazette.com/store/news-gazette-products/books/slices-life.html
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The constant happiness is curiosity.” —Alice Munro

The quotation I’ve taped to the classroom door
is from the Canadian writer who appeared on last fall’s
current events quiz. Please note the spelling of Munro 
and that curiosity is a hard word to get right, too,
but thank God for spell check, which too many of you 

fail to use, but I digress, as I usually do.
About the Dow Jones Industrial Average: I’m looking for 
five numbers, 15,000-something, maybe headed 
to 16,000 if the market  goes up again,
and put a comma, not a period after the 15 or the 16,
not a period, okay? One day when you’ve got 
a retirement account you’ll be looking at these numbers,
possibly in a state of anxiety, wondering how long
you can work, and if you’re in a trade like mine
that requires no heavy lifting, you will say,
“What the hell, I’ll keep working until they carry me out.”

The point is that even though you’ve never read Alice Munro,
at least you’ve heard of her and the terrible state 
of affairs in Syria  which seems less real than reality television, 
which is not real, so maybe we should we talk about real  because 
you all want to create a part of the reality we’re making up.
When I was your age (sorry about that phrase but sometimes 
I have to use it), someone was talking about Rudy Vallee 
(note that spelling) and now the Beatles, the Beatles
count more in the public memory than the stupid war we fought in the ‘60s
(note the apostrophe that replaces the 19 but no apostrophe
before the s), but I digress. You may never read a line 
of Alice Munro, who is a bit dull and describes a middle class
Canadian world remote from our inner-city concerns,
but still she won the Nobel Prize and I believe
that everything is connected, the butterfly’s wings—
you know that metaphor?—think of her stories 
as being like that tiny vibration that shifts the currents
of everyone’s mind just a little, like Rudy Vallee with his megaphone
going into his 80s, outliving the Beatles. Have you read
what Keith Richards said about writing songs all the time 
under the pressure of touring, just like writing stories
on deadline? Surely you can turn around 500 words
in four hours of class time! And by the way
aren’t you concerned about why food stamps
are part of the farm bill, and how the cuts will affect
the people living across the street in the Cuney Homes 
and why the liberal Democrat running for governor favors
Open Carry? Hell, even Wyatt Earp (whose show you haven’t seen) 
disarmed the cowboys when they rode into town
so they wouldn’t be shooting people for making bad moves
in traffic or texting in the movie theater. How much money
do you figure was lost when the Seahawks murdered the point spread
in the Super Bowl? Why does the prosecutor who falsely accused
Anthony Graves of murder continue to deny he made up a story?
Because he had the power to do it, because all you need 
is a good story to persuade a jury to put a man in prison. 
Most of the time the cops don’t do complex investigations like on CSI.
They wait for the murderer to walk into the station and stick out
his hands  and say, “Cuff me, I did it.” What I’m trying to tell you
is that facts matter, spelling matters, punctuation matters, use a comma
not  a period with attribution, the apostrophe when you write
“She made all A’s,” but not 90s, and don’t capitalize so liberally.
Keep asking yourself: What’s the story about? 
What’s the story about? What’s the story about? ©
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PERSONAL
REFLECTION

CALL FOR PAPERS FOR
BLACK PERIODICALS 
SPECIAL ISSUE
The Fall 2015 issue of American
Periodicals will be devoted to texts explor-
ing the field of Black periodical studies
and/or exploring issues in/of Black periodi-
cals across the centuries, from Freedom’s
Journal to Vibe and beyond. The editors,
Eric Gardner and Joycelyn Moody, are
seeking  scholarship that considers the
nexus of African Americanist inquiry and
periodical studies—including, but not limit-
ed to, approaches that engage book history
studies or center on print culture. In addi-
tion to the content and/or “look and feel” of
texts, the editors are interested in manu-
scripts that explore topics tied to editorial
practice and policy, authorship, financing,
production, design, illustration, circulation,
readership, reception, cultural position, col-
lection/preservation and a rich range of
other subjects tied to Black periodicals.
Strong interdisciplinary work will be wel-
comed. For further information, please
contact Eric Garrdner at <gardner@svsu.
edu>. Manuscript submissions should be
made by 30 August 2014.

STYLE AND LANGUAGE
CONFERENCE MEETING
IN TURKEY IN OCTOBER
The 14th International Language, Literature
and Stylistics Symposium will be held in
Izmir, Turkey on 15-17 October 2014.
Organized by Dokuz Eylul University’s Buca
Faculty of Education, the Foreign
Languages Department and the English
Language Teaching Department, the sym-
posium is an opportunity for all scholars in
stylistics, linguistics, applied linguistics,
translation studies and literature to come
together. The primary purpose of this sym-
posium is to probe and grapple with the
stylistic features in literature and language.
Fields of study in the conference include
cultural studies, linguistics, applied linguis-
tics, literature, philosophy, and translation
studies. The papers presented in English at
the conference will be published in an
international Procedia - Social and
Behavioral Sciences. The conference lan-
guages will be English and Turkish. For
more information, please contact Feryal
Cubukcu at cubukcu.feryal@gmail.com.

A SIGN ON AN OFFICE DOOR
The journalism professor tries to explain it all.

By Michael Berryhill, Texas Southern University (U.S.A.)
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LITERARY JOURNALISM COMPETITION

We are delighted to announce our first LITERARY JOURNALISM 
COMPETITION. Write an article (reportage, sketch, exposé, informative factual
account, digest, etc.), short story, installment of serial fiction, or poem(s), suitable
for publication in a weekly number of Household Words or All the Year Round. If
you are not sure what to write, visit <www.djo.org.uk> for inspiration. Minimum
word-length is 1,500 words (poems, 60 lines); maximum word-length is 2,000
words.

Send your entry to <djo@buckingham.ac.uk> as an e-mail attachment, by midnight
on Saturday, 6 September 2014, and, at the same time, make a £5 donation via the
website homepage to cover entry costs. When both have been received, your entry
will be passed to the judges. Short-listed entrants will be informed by the end of
September; winners will be announced in mid-to-late October. The FIRST PRIZE
(of which there is one) will be £150; RUNNER-UP PRIZES (of which there will
be several) will consist of a year’s subscription to The Dickensian or copies of the
Dickens Journals Online 2012 conference proceedings, Charles Dickens and the
Mid-Victorian Press (RRP £25). Winning entries will be typeset in an Extra
Twenty-First-Century Number, available from the website.

Commencing in 1850, Charles Dickens’s weekly magazines set a new standard in
popular, imaginative, topical journalism, whether satirical or sentimental.
Launched in 2012, Dickens Journals Online is the Open Access website dedicated
to representing them in a readable, scholarly format, and analyzing their contents.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
International Association for Literary Journalism Studies

“Literary Journalism: Media, Meaning, Memory”
The Tenth International Conference for Literary Journalism Studies (IALJS-10)

The University of St. Thomas
Department of Journalism of Communication and Journalism

St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.A.

7-9 May 2015

The International Association for Literary Journalism Studies invites submissions of original
research papers, abstracts for research in progress and proposals for panels on Literary 
Journalism for the IALJS annual convention on 7-9 May 2015. The conference will be held at
the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.A.

The conference hopes to be a forum for scholarly work of both breadth and depth in the field of
literary journalism, and all research methodologies are welcome, as are research on all aspects of
literary journalism and/or literary reportage. For the purpose of scholarly delineation, our 
definition of literary journalism is "journalism as literature" rather than "journalism about
literature." The association especially hopes to receive papers related to the general conference
theme, “Literary Journalism: Media, Meaning, Memory." All submissions must be in English.

The International Association for Literary Journalism Studies is a multi-disciplinary learned 
society whose essential purpose is the encouragement and improvement of scholarly research 
and education in Literary Journalism. As an association in a relatively recently defined field of
academic study, it is our agreed intent to be both explicitly inclusive and warmly supportive of a
variety of scholarly approaches. 

Details of the programs of previous annual meetings can be found  at:
http://www.ialjs.org/?page_id=33

Continued on next page



T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  I A L J S

PAGE 18 LITERARY JOURNALISM / SUMMER 2014

I. GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH PAPERS

Submitted research papers should not exceed 7,500 words, or about 25 double-spaced pages, plus
endnotes. Please regard this as an upper limit; shorter papers are certainly welcome. Endnotes
and bibliographic citations should follow the Chicago Manual of Style. Papers may not be
simultaneously submitted to any other conferences. Papers previously published, presented, 
accepted or under review are ineligible. Only one paper per author will be accepted for 
presentation in the conference’s research sessions, and at least one author for each paper must be
at the convention in order to present the paper. If accepted, each paper presenter at a conference
Research Session may be allotted no more than 15 minutes. To be considered, please observe the
following guidelines:

(a) Submission by e-mail attachment in MS Word is required. No other format or faxes
or postal mail submissions will be accepted.

(b) Include one separate title page containing title, author/s, affiliation/s, and the address, 
phone, fax, and e-mail of the lead author. 

(c) Also include a second title page containing only the paper’s title and the paper’s abstract. 
The abstract should be approximately 250 words in length.

(d) Your name and affiliation should not appear anywhere in the paper [this information will
only appear on the first title page; see (b) above].

II. GUIDELINES FOR WORK-IN-PROGRESS PRESENTATIONS (ABSTRACTS)

Submitted abstracts for Work-in-Progress Sessions should not exceed 250 words. If accepted, 
each presenter at a conference Work-in-Progress session may be allotted no more than 10 
minutes. To be considered, please observe the following guidelines:

(a) Submission by e-mail attachment using MS Word is required. No other format or 
faxes or postal mail submissions will be accepted.

(b) Include one separate title page containing title, author/s, affiliation/s, and the address, 
phone, fax and e-mail of the lead author.

(c) Also include a second page containing only the work’s title and the actual abstract of the
work-in-progress. The abstract should be approximately 250 words in length.

III. GUIDELINES FOR PROPOSALS FOR PANELS

(a) Submission by e-mail attachment in MS Word is required. No other format or faxes
or postal mail submissions will be accepted. 

(b) Panel proposals should contain the panel title, possible participants and their affiliation 
and e-mail addresses, and a description of the panel’s subject. The description should be
approximately 250 words in length.

(c) Panels are encouraged on any topic related to the study, teaching or practice of literary 
journalism. See http://www.ialjs.org/?page_id=21.

Continued on next page

CALL FOR PAPERS Continued from previous page
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CALL FOR PAPERS Continued from previous page

3

IV. EVALUATION CRITERIA, DEADLINES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

All research paper submissions will be evaluated on originality and importance of topic;
literature review; clarity of research purpose; focus; use of original and primary sources and how
they support the paper’s purpose and conclusions; writing quality and organization; and the
degree to which the paper contributes to the study of literary journalism. Similarly, abstracts of
works-in-progress and panel proposals will be evaluated on the degree to which they contribute
to the study of literary journalism. All submissions will be blind-juried, and submissions from
students as well as faculty are encouraged.

Please submit research papers or abstracts of works-in-progress  presentations to:

Prof. Josh Roiland, University of Maine, Orono (U.S.A.)
2015 IALJS-10 Research Chair; e-mail: <mailto:joshua.roiland@maine.edu>

Please submit proposals for panels to:

Prof. Rob Alexander, Brock University (Canada)
2015 IALJS-10 Program Co-Chair; e-mail: <ralexand@brocku.ca>

Deadline for all submissions: No later than 1 December 2014

For more information regarding the conference or the association, please go to 
http://www.ialjs.org or contact:

Prof,. Norman Sims, University of Massachusetts – Amherst (U.S.A.)
IALJS President; e-mail: <mailto:normsims@me.com>

Prof. Isabel Soares, Universidade de Lisboa (Portugal)
IALJS First Vice President; e-mail: <soares@iscsp.ulisboa.pt>

Prof. Bill Reynolds, Ryerson University (Canada)
IALJS Treasurer; e-mail: <reynolds@ryerson.ca>

Prof. David Abrahamson, Northwestern University (U.S.A.)
IALJS Secretary; e-mail: <d-abrahamson@northwestern.edu>

Prof. John S. Bak, Nancy-Université (France)
Founding IALJS President; e-mail: john.bak@univ-nancy2.fr>
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Peter Lang Publishing Broadway, New York, NY 10006
(800) 770-5264, customerservice@plang.com

$46.95 (paper), ISBN 978-1-4331-1867-8
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Please fill out form and return (by mail, fax or scanned e-mail attachment) with dues payment to address below.

Name _______________________________________________________ Title (Dr., Prof., Mr., Ms., Mrs., Miss) _____________

University_________________________________________________________________________________________________

School/Department _________________________________________________________________________________________

Work address (street, city, state/province, country) ________________________________________________________________

Home address (street, city, state/province, country) ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (include intl. code) Home ________________________ Work ________________________ Cell _____________________

Fax phone _____________________ E-mail address ______________________________________________________________

Area(s) of teaching/research interest ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Categories: The annual IALJS membership coincides with the calendar year (no pro-rating is available). Members
receive the Literary Journalism newsletter, the Literary Journalism Studies journal, all IALJS announcements and conference CFPs.

Please check category: _____ US$ 50: Regular Member (Faculty member)
_____ US$ 50: Associate Member (Professional member)
_____ US$ 25: Student Member (Master or Doctoral level)
_____ US$ 25: Retired Faculty Member
_____ US$ 75: Library or Commercial Journal Subscription (annual)
_____ US$100: Sponsoring Member (to support the IALJS general operating fund)

Please Note: Because your IALJS membership dues are apportioned to various publication accounts, as well as for operating expenses,
the U.S. Postal Service requires that you sign off on this procedure. Please sign below.

Signature ____________________________________________________________ Date ______________________________

PAYMENT METHODS: PayPal/Credit Cards or Check:

1. PayPal and Credit Cards:

Payments may be made via PayPal (and credit cards). Please see “Membership Payments” at http://www.ialjs.org. Please also fax
completed form (above) to Bill Reynolds, IALJS Treasurer, School of Journalism, Ryerson University: +01-416-979-5216.

2. Make Check Payable, in U.S. Funds only, to “IALJS”; please mail check with completed form to:

Bill Reynolds, IALJS Treasurer
School of Journalism, Ryerson University
350 Victoria Street
Toronto, Ontario
CANADA M5B 2K3

2014 IALJS Membership Form
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IALJS OFFICERS AND CHAIRS, 2014-2016
PPRREESS IIDDEENNTT
Norman S ims
Univers i t y  o f  Massachuset ts , Amhers t
Commonwea l th  Honors  Co l lege
Amhers t , MA 01003
U.S.A.
h/+1-413-774-2970
normsims@me.com

FFIIRRSSTT  VVIICCEE PPRREESS IIDDEENNTT
Isabe l  Soares
TUn ivers idade de L isboa
Ins t i tu to  Super io r  de  C iênc ias  Soc ia is  e  Po l í t i cas
Pó lo  Un ivers i tá r io  do  A l to  da  A juda, Rua A lmer indo Lessa
1300-663 L isboa
PORTUGAL
w/+351-213-619-430
isoares@iscsp.u l i sboa.p t

SSEECCOONNDD VVIICCEE PPRREESS IIDDEENNTT
Thomas B. Conner y
Un ivers i t y  o f  S t . Thomas 
Depar tment  o f  Communica t ion  and Journa l i sm
2115 Summit  Ave.
St . Pau l , MN 55105
U.S.A.
w/+1-651-962-5265, h/+1-651-647-0048, fax/+1-651-962-6360
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For a few semesters at Mackenzie
University, I've been teaching a
course called “Journalism, City

and Quotidian Life.” I decided that our
focus was going to be the São Paulo
downtown, which is located only about
300 meters from the campus’s main

entrance. Despite the
physical closeness,
most of my stu-
dents— including
those who were born
in São Paulo—
ignored or even
feared the central
area of the city. Some
of them had never
been there.

This fact, howev-
er, is somewhat com-
prehensible. Since the

begining of the 1970s, when São Paulo’s
downtown started decaying, the great
cinemas, the sophisticated night clubs,
the big hotels and the newspaper offices
all moved to other areas. The new gen-
erations consider the relatively recently
built Paulista Avenue—where São Paulo
imitates New York with refulgent sky-
scrapers—as its downtown.

But many kilometers from
Paulista Avenue, in the long valley with
old viaducts that connect two different
epochs—the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries—ancient voices still ask the
city to look at itself. There we see the
São Paulo of the sugar cane juice, of the
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“Greek barbecue” spinning round
under the smoke from the traffic, of the
labyrinth of commercial galleries, of the
immigrants from Bolivia, Korea and
Africa that compete for the urban space
with Arab and Armenian merchants.
This mixture of lives and stories cries
out for good narrators.

The first time that I took a
group of students to walk in São Paulo
downtown, we were a bit unfortunate.
A few blocks from the campus, we
found a lot of people looking at a
corpse stretched out on the sidewalk. It
was a real shock for the students. For
many of them, I think it could have
been the first direct contact with death,
which they only knew from the televi-
sion screen. Well, didn't they want to be
journalists? And should not a journalist
be where things happen?

Much more dangerous than
finding a dead man on the sidewalk is
living in a city without a center, which
produces people without references,
without memories. So why does São
Paulo want to forget itself? 

That's what I ask sometimes
when we walk through the downtown.
The large cracks we see in the tradition-
al mosaics—made by little Portuguese-
style black and white stones that repro-
duce the shape of the state of São Paulo
map—are filled by rough patches of
cement. We see rubbish has accumulat-
ed within the pedestals of the light
posts decorated with the republican

A CLASS TAKES A WALK IN A CHANGING CITY
The decline of downtown São Paulo holds lessons for journalism students.

By Renato Modernell, Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie (Brazil)

emblem and iron flowers. These posts
were installed on the central streets in
the 1920s, when São Paulo, having sur-
vived the great coffee crisis, started to
blossom with a cosmopolitan perspec-
tive and a lively metropolitan lifestyle.
Those light posts were a source of pride
for two or three generations.

But after the 1960s São Paulo’s
downtown became a Forbidden City, a
place most people went out of their
way to avoid as much as possible. In
fact, as we get closer to the Anhagabaú
valley, crossed by those beautiful
viaducts, we begin to smell a terrible
smell, so intense it  seems to have been
there since the beginning of the world.
Then we see a great number of people
stretched out on the ground, almost
invisible under their dirty blankets. We
ask: Has there ever in history been so
many poor people in so rich a land?
How is it possible? 

This question disturbs all of us;
it is like a poisonous snake that weaves
its way through our  collective subcon-
scious. I understand that my young stu-
dents, like their parents, don't want to
go downtown. It is there that we reach
the center of the question. 

In the core of the city, under
the pale light of the old posts with the
emblem of our republic, could be
answers for questions that we still
haven't the courage to make ourselves
ask. And dirty people that could have
something new to tell us. ©
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